
Our Father in heaven- your name is above every name. We thank 

you that while we were sinners Christ died for us, that he gave us 

new life and that we are invited to your table. You have decked us 

with grace, and lavished us with mercy. We deserved hell, and 

you gave us your presence and your face. Please lord, help us be 

light to our city. Continue to give us the means to feed those who 

are hungry, and preach the gospel to those who are far from you! 

And today, as we open your word we pray that our hearts would 

be open to see Jesus lifted up, in beauty and glory, and that we 

would worship him in our hearts by the reading and proclamation 

of your word. To him be glory forever, amen. 

 

Hopefully you have found Colossians by now, so let's read from 

chapter 2, and we will begin in verse 8. 

 

8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty 

deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental 

spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. 9  For in him the 

whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have been filled 

in him, who is the head of all rule and authority. 11 In him also 

you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, 

by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of 

Christ, 12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you 

were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working 

of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And you, who were 

dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 

God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our 

trespasses, 14  by canceling the record of debt that stood against 

us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the 

cross. 15  He disarmed the rulers and authorities[b] and put them 

to open shame, by triumphing over them in him. 

 

16 Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food 

and drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon or a 

Sabbath. 17 These are a shadow of the things to come, but the 

substance belongs to Christ. 18 Let no one disqualify you, 

insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail 

about visions,[d] puffed up without reason by his sensuous 

Abandon Irreligion and Religion 

Colossians 2 

 

Good morning. Welcome to Christ Community Church. My name 

is Jonathan Homesley and I am one of the pastors here. If you 

have a Bible you can begin turning to the Letter to the Colossians. 

It's towards the end of the Bible. We are going to be in chapter 2. 

If you are new, or haven't read the Bible we'll have the verses on 

the screen for you. While you guys are turning to our passage let 

me just celebrate something awesome our church has been doing 

lately. 

 

As many of you know we began collecting school supplies for 

low-income kids in our city a couple months ago. We believe that 

if our city is ever going to hear us when we talk about Jesus love, 

it's because we paved the way by being sacrificial ourselves. Our 

School2 drive was immensely successful.  

 

We handed out close to 500 fully stocked backpacks to Winding 

Springs Elementary, Huntersville Elementary, as well as kids in 

Alaska and Romania. Can you all just take a minute to thank 

Jesus for that?  

 

What's more than that you all have still continued to give after the 

deadline of the drive so that we still have over $1000 to bless the 

schools with! We had to chat with the principal of the school and 

say, "We know that you only asked for this much, but our church 

cares for you so much that we actually need to give you more!" 

We do these types of things 1. because they are good to do, but 2. 

because there is a King in heaven who has sent us to this city to 

tell them-- God cares about your body and your soul. We want 

you to have food, and we want you to see Jesus as the bread of 

life-- as the true bread who gives eternal life." Can we just take 

one more moment to praise Jesus for his grace to us.  

 

Let's take a quick moment to thank him in prayer and prepare our 

hearts for the reading of God's word. 
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who have just recently heard the gospel. Paul's fellow minister, a 

man named Epaphras, had taken a mission trip to the city of 

Colossae.  

 

The city was located in the Lycus River Valley-- or what is now 

southwest Turkey. The city was ethnically diverse, there were 

Greeks, Romans and transplanted Jews, yet the city had lost a lot 

of it's prominence in the Roman empire. Paul's missionary focus 

was on the major metropolitan areas in the empire. 

 

 Jesus had told the disciples and apostles to proclaim the gospel to 

the entire world. And when Paul began to strategize how to 

accomplish this mission he knew he had to go to the great cities 

in the world.  

 

You see, change comes to the world from the cities. That's where 

culture is created, and that's where you have the largest and most 

diverse populations of people. People come from all over the 

world to the cities. So if the world is going to hear the good news 

of God's rescue in Christ Jesus then the cities are the pivotal 

places of ministry. 

 

Do you realize that's one of the reasons Christ Community 

Church was started here in North Meck? 25 years ago God knew 

that this area around the lake would be home to some of the most 

mobile people in our world-- you all. You came to the city for 

work. And for many of you, the work you found required you to 

travel.  

 

And what you haven't yet realized is that God was allowing 

your company to pay your way so you can be a witness to the 

light of the gospel all over the nation and this world. The 

companies in city of Charlotte are sending you out to be a good 

worker, yes, but as you go you get to influence the entire world 

with the gospel. To make converts, and plant churches in places 

that have not yet heard the news of Christ.  

 

That's exactly how Paul believed the entire world would hear 

mind,  19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole 

body, nourished and knit together through its joints and 

ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God. 

20 If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, 

why, as if you were still alive in the world, do you submit to 

regulations— 21 “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not 

touch”  22 (referring to things that all perish as they are used)—

according to human precepts and teachings? 23  These have 

indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion 

and asceticism and severity to the body, but they are of no value 

in stopping the indulgence of the flesh. 

 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

Have you ever had this experience: 

 

You are listening to someone give another person directions. 

Maybe they want to get to the interstate, or to a restaurant. So 

someone begins to tell them how to get there-- but as you listen 

you realize-- this person is giving terrible directions. You think-- 

they are never going to find the interstate. You ever experience 

that? The person giving the directions is saying things like, "Go 

until you see the Chick-Fil-A then take a left. Or is it a right? No 

it's right. I think."  

 

I have to admit, whenever I'm watching that happen I have one of 

those "angel and demon on your shoulders" experience. The angel 

is telling me to politely interrupt the conversation and give the 

correct directions. But the demon on the other shoulder-- he just 

wants me to keep my mouth shut and then follow the guy so I can 

laugh when the person realizes there is no right turn at the Chick-

Fil-A. 

 

You know, when you are trying to get somewhere, there are just 

some people you should never take directions from. 

 

And that's exactly what we are going to see today in Colossians 

chapter 2. In this chapter the Apostle Paul is addressing people 
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For I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and 

for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to 

face, 2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together 

in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding 

and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom 

are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I say 

this in order that no one may delude you with plausible 

arguments. 5 For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you 

in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of 

your faith in Christ.6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the 

Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in him and established 

in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in 

thanksgiving.8 See to it that no one takes you captive by 

philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, 

according to the elemental spirits[a] of the world, and not 

according to Christ. 

 

Now, let's unpack what it is that Paul is saying here: 

 

He says-- in this letter I am struggling for you. I am concerned for 

you. Why? Because, he doesn't want the Colossian believers to be 

deluded, led astray, by plausible arguments.  

 

In other words, Colossian believers-- I am concerned for you 

because in your city there are people who will give you a set of 

directions for your life that will lead you away from the heart of 

God. What they say to you will have a ring of truth to it. When 

you hear their instructions for how to live a good life it will sound 

appealing. The term there for plausible arguments is literally, 

"fast talk" or "smooth lines." 

 

It's like when you walk onto that car lot and before you can take 

two steps the salesman is already telling you why this car will 

make your dreams come true. He's a fast talker- he has smooth 

lines, and if you don't arrive on the car lot having already decided 

what you believe and what you want, and what you will spend, 

you will drive off the lot with an awesome car that you can't 

afford. 

about Jesus. That's why he went to Rome. He focused on the 

places where the entire world population was present. And that's 

why we are hear in Charlotte.  

 

God has called us to Charlotte in order to reach the world. 
 

That's not point 1 of the sermon. All that wasn't really apart of our 

text today. It just kind of showed up like that U2 album on your 

iPhone. So, you're welcome. 

 

And so, from Rome, he commissioned other Christians to go to 

all the cities of the world to preach the gospel. And that's how the 

people in Colossae heard the gospel. Paul was the Jedi Master 

who was heading to Rome- the biggest and most influential city 

in the empire--so he sent out the young padawan Epaphras to 

Colossae to preach. And if you don't know what a Jedi or a 

padawan are then as an act of repentance you need to go watch 

Star Wars. 

 

Epaphras, having planted the church in Colossae, travels to Rome 

to tell Paul of the converts and church in that city. The letter we 

are reading today was Paul's response to this young, fledgling 

congregation. It was a church who had just heard the gospel for 

the first time, living in a place where most of the population didn't 

follow Jesus. Paul knows that if this small church isn't careful 

they will miss the truth of the gospel.  

 

He knows that if they aren't careful, they will listen to people who 

will give them terrible, perilous, destructive instruction. 

Specifically in chapter 2- what we just read- Paul warns them of 2 

dangerous teachings-- really, 2 dangerous directions.  

 

Yes, I just alliterated. We are Baptist here. 

 

2 Dangerous Directions to live their life by. Let me show you the 

first one. The first dangerous direction Paul warns us of is is 

found starting in verse 1: 
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the irreligious life you get to make the final call on all decisions. 

You get to choose your profession. You get to choose who you 

want to date. You get to choose where you want to live. You get 

to choose your sexual preference.  

 

Almost nothing offends our the spirit of the age more than a 

challenge to personal autonomy and authority.  

 

Tenet 3: The only acceptance you need is your own 

acceptance. 
 

A sign that you have embraced irreligion is that you are focused 

on accepting yourself. You spend tons of time and money in 

effort to create the perfect and acceptable you. You think that if 

you could just buy the right home, the better car, find the perfect 

soul mate, raise angelic kids, turn your boys into sports heroes, 

and your daughters into beauty queens, increase your bottom line 

at work then you could accept yourself. Does that describe you? 

Have you breathed in the spirit of the age? Have all your efforts 

been pointed at accepting yourself? 

 

Tenet 4: Do what makes you feel alive. 
 

The last tenet of the irreligious life is a summary of the first 3. Do 

what makes you feel alive. And this is different for every person 

in this room. We all have our own pet version of this tenet. What 

are you looking to today for your life? To what have you said, 

"This is my life, and if I can't have this then I can't live." 

 

 

The spirit of our age, the basic human way of living in 2014 in 

North Meck is summarized in these 4 statements: You are the 

center. You are your own authority. The only acceptance you 

need is to accept yourself. Do what makes you feel alive. 

 

You know what the problem is with all those statements? Look 

back in verse 8 and see what Paul says, "See that no one takes 

you what? Captive!" 

 

So what are we being sold? What is the content of the message 

Paul is warning us about? Look in verse 8: 

 

8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty 

deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental 

spirits[a] of the world, and not according to Christ. 

 

In this verse Paul warns us of the first dangerous direction. He 

says, "Don't let anyone take you captive by philosophy and empty 

deceit- according to human traditions and the elemental spirits of 

the world. 

 

That's a very fancy way of saying, "If you aren't careful, you will 

get caught up in the spirit of the age, and it will lead you away 

from God." There is a basic, natural philosophy of life. If you 

look around, Paul says, you can watch people around you living 

in the same direction. I'm going to call it irreligion. 

 

The first dangerous direction your life can take is to accept 

the basic irreligious lifestyle of this world. And the irreligious 

life has 4 tenets. Here they are: 

 

Tenet 1: You are the center of the universe. 
 

A sign that you have breathed in the irreligious spirit of the age is 

that you think this world primarily revolves around you. The 

majority of your thoughts are spent on how much your job is 

pleasing you, how much your relationships are giving you what 

you want, how much better this world would be if people were 

more like you. In fact, a telltale sign that you believe you are 

the center of the universe is that you don't even realize you do 

it. You live out your days not even realizing how much you focus 

on yourself. Is that you?  

 

Tenet 2: You are the final authority in your life. 
 

This one is similar to the first, but it's slightly more nuanced. In 
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our pursuit of life we leave a wake of death and in the end we die 

ourselves. 

 

Paul tells the Colossians if you live out the irreligious philosophy 

that says, "The way to life, and meaning, and purpose and 

fulfillment is following yourself and obeying yourself," you will 

end up a captive. You'll never find freedom. You'll never live. 

 

So he warns them, don't be trapped, don't be held captive by the 

basic human way of living that focuses on self and ignores God. 

It won't give you life! You can't find life in yourself. That's the 

first dangerous direction your life can take. 

 

The second dangerous direction your life can take is the opposite 

of the first, kind of. Look at verse 16: 

 

16 Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food 

and drink, or with regard to a festival or a new moon or a 

Sabbath. 17 These are a shadow of the things to come, but the 

substance belongs to Christ. 18 Let no one disqualify you, 

insisting on asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail 

about visions,[d] puffed up without reason by his sensuous 

mind,  19 and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole 

body, nourished and knit together through its joints and 

ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God. 

20 If with Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the world, 

why, as if you were still alive in the world, do you submit to 

regulations— 21 “Do not handle, Do not taste, Do not 

touch”  22 (referring to things that all perish as they are used)—

according to human precepts and teachings? 23  These have 

indeed an appearance of wisdom in promoting self-made religion 

and asceticism and severity to the body, but they are of no value 

in stopping the indulgence of the flesh. 

 

If the first dangerous direction your life can take is irreligion, 

then the second dangerous direction your life can take is 

religion. 
 

 

All of those statements have a ringing of truth to them. They all 

sound like good advice. The problem is that when your life is 

driven by any of those statements you end up trapped, held 

captive. You turn yourself into a slave. Let me show you how this 

works: 

 

Tenet 1 says, "I am the center." But you know that isn't the 

truth. Because you never really feel in control. Any time you have 

ever felt in control life threw you a curve ball that you couldn't 

hit. As if to say, "You aren't the center." There are billions of 

people who will live and die having never heard your name. How 

can you be the center? When you believe tenet 1 you are held 

captive. You will always hate people for not treating you and 

your desires as most important. 

 

Tenet 2 says you are your own authority. And sure, you have 

made a lot of decisions for yourself. You have decided your 

career, who you would date, where you would live, what your 

sexual preferences are. But for all your decision making, you are 

held captive by the weakness of your own authority. You have 

never given yourself a sense of lasting purpose and meaning. For 

all your authority, you can't give yourself significance.  

 

Tenet 3 says the only acceptance you need is to accept 

yourself. You know what that belief is like? It's like you holding 

yourself hostage and demanding that you meet the list of 

demands. And you've never been able to pay those demands. 

You're captive to yourself. 

  

Tenet 4 says Do what makes you feel alive.  

How does this make you captive? Isn't doing what makes you feel 

alive actually freedom? Well there's one problem. Every time you 

or I think we have found what will really make us soar the 

excitement never lasts. In the end we feel just as dead. And this is 

a huge problem in our culture. When we believe that nothing 

should stand between us and what makes us feel alive we end up 

running away from or running over those in our way. And so, in 
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He says, "Don't let anyone disqualify you based on religious 

observance." Religious people make obedience the deciding 

factor in their relationships. If you do what I want, then you are 

accepted and welcomed. If you don't then you are rejected. They 

don't care about who people are. They only care about what 

people do. 

 

Tenet 3 says right behavior matters most. 
 

Tenet 3 is really a summary of the first 2. Religious people make 

behavior the bottom line. They think that what God wants most 

from them is right behavior. They think that the entrance into a 

relationship with God is proper observance. And so they stress 

over ritual, and tradition, and a rightly ordered life.  

 

There is no Tenet 4 for the religious life- so I apologize to anyone 

in the room who has OCD. 

 

Paul says that these things have an appearance of wisdom. They 

kind of sound true. "If you want to find meaning and happiness, 

then give God what he wants." 

 

But Paul says, there’s a problem with making religion your life. 

Religion never satisfies. In verse 23 Paul says that all the 

religious observance in the world never satisfies your deepest 

cravings. Religion never actually gets you close to God-- it never 

makes you a better person. It actually leads you away from God! 

 

Why?  

 

Tenet 1 says: Follow all the rules! But you can't follow all the 

rules. And you know it.  

In moments of honesty you know how far from perfection you 

are. So if your hope that God will love and accept you is based on 

performance you constantly live with the fear that you aren't 

living up. Or, you're angry because you think you have lived up 

and God has not given you the life you deserve. All of your life is 

aimed at paying the moral tax you owe God. And you either wear 

Now, none of us expect Paul to say this. If you think about it, you 

and I really think the world is divided into 2 kinds of people: 

there are those who ignore God and do what they want, and there 

are people who try really hard to please God through religion.  

 

There are people who people who disobey Gods laws, and people 

who obey God's laws. And we think- one of these categories is 

bad, and the other is good. We think one of these categories leads 

us away from God while the other leads us towards God. 

 

Paul completely disagrees. If you are a church member here, if 

this is your first time ever attending church I need you to hear 

what I am about to say: 

 

Irreligion– the me centered life— leads you away from the heart 

of the Father. 

Religion leads you away from the heart of the Father. 

 

You see, we all know that the irreligious life leads us away from 

God. That's obvious. But Paul is going to show us that the 

religious life leads us just as far away from God. Let me show 

you how this works: 

 

Paul says that you can base all of your value, all of your worth 

on your religious observance. That's the second  dangerous 

direction your life can take. The life defined by religion has 

some basic tenets as well. Paul tells us what they are: 

 

Tenet 1 of the religious life: God won't accept me unless I 

follow all God's rules 
This is what Paul means when he says that religious people only 

believe they are accepted if they can perfectly obey the rules.  

He talks about questions regarding food, and drink and religious 

observances.  

 

Tenet 2 says Those who aren't like me are put out of the 

community. 
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It sounds right-- give God what he wants-- but it leaves you with 

nothing to live on. 

 

So, if following self doesn't lead us to a life of meaning and 

satisfaction. And living a life of religious obedience doesn't get us 

any closer to God, what hope is there for us? How can we ever 

know that God has accepted us and loves us? 

 

Let me show you lastly, that: 

 

The True Direction Comes from the Gospel 
 

Paul tells us that in opposition to both irreligion and religion is 

the gospel. What is the gospel? It is the proclamation that 

everything you thought irreligion could give you is only found in 

Jesus and his death in your place. The gospel is the announcement 

that everything you have religiously worked for is being offered 

to you freely in Christ Jesus apart from your works. 

 

And the gospel life has its own set of tenets: 

 

Tenet 1- The Center of the Universe is Jesus 

 

Paul tells us that in Christ the whole fullness of deity dwells 

bodily! Literally-- Jesus Christ is the most important person in the 

universe. Everything revolves around him! Paul told us in chapter 

1 that: 

 

 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all 

creation. 16 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on 

earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 

rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and 

for him. 17 And he is before all things, and in him all things hold 

together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he 

might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the fullness of God was 

pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all 

yourself out because you feel you haven't fully paid the tax, or 

you become bitter because you feel that you have. 

 

Is that you today? Have you run yourself dry through religious 

practice? Have you finally come to the end of your efforts? Can't 

you see that none of your obedience can ever live up? 

 

Tenet 2 says Those who aren't like me are put out of the 

community- If that is true then eventually you, yourself, will find 

yourself on the outside. And so your entire religious life has a 

secret side-- a side that tries to hide all of the things you are 

ashamed of, all of your short comings. Your biggest fear is that 

you would be found out and that you would be rejected. 

 

Tenet 3 says right behavior matters most. And so,the religious 

person has loads of good behavior. They keep up their rituals, and 

traditions but they have no life. Every time they attend church or 

share their faith it turns into pride. Every time they miss a Bible 

reading or small group it overwhelms them with guilt. 

 

Don't you see how religion leads you away from the Father. It has 

the appearance of wisdom. It sounds right. But religion really isn't 

about God at all. Religious people don't worship God. They 

worship themselves and their religion becomes a means of 

manipulating a deity to give them what they want.  

 

Don't you see-- we all know that the irreligious life leads us away 

from God. We know where irreligious people are. And don't say 

Washington DC. But we know where irreligious people are-- their 

waking up with hangovers and in the beds of people they don't 

know and so on. And if you are an irreligious person you know 

you are. Ok, you say, I'm an irreligious person. I know who I am. 

But where are all the religious people? There right here. In our 

church.  

 

Irreligious people know that they have missed the heart of God. 

Religious people don't, and that's what makes religion so 

dangerous. You don’t really know how far from God you are. 
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The life giving power of the gospel, that stands in opposition to 

irreligion and religion only comes through the humility and death 

of the glorious one. 

 

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, 

having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14  by canceling the record 

of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set 

aside, nailing it to the cross. 15  He disarmed the rulers and 

authorities[b] and put them to open shame, by triumphing over 

them in him. 

 

Irreligious person- Jesus Christ took your captivity. He took all of 

your death on his shoulders. Religious person- all of the legal 

demands of God that you have been failing to live up to-- Christ 

obeyed every single one. 

 

He took our captivity. He took our bitterness. He overthrew our 

kingdoms of self and righteousness. He crushed our rebellion He 

disarmed our captors- sin and death. He set them aside and put 

them to shame how? By dying. Yes Jesus Christ was nailed to the 

cross and you know what else? So was death, and the law of God. 

And three days later he rose from death. Jesus Christ. The Victor. 

 

Let's Pray. 

 

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 

above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set 

your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 

earth.  3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 

God. 4 When Christ who is your [a] life appears, then you also 

will appear with him in glory. 

things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood 

of his cross. 

 

Tenet 2- Christ is the final authority 

 

Paul tells us that the gospel centered life is a life that looks to be 

filled with the authority of Jesus. 

 

and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and 

authority. 

 

You step off of the throne of your life and Jesus takes his rightful 

place. 

 

Tenet 3- Faith is the entrance into the family of Christ. 

 

The irreligious person believes they only need their own 

acceptance. There really is no community. The religious person 

withholds community from those who are different than them. 

But Paul tells that Christ makes us apart of his community. Listen 

to these words: 

 

In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made 

without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the 

circumcision of Christ, 12 having been buried with him in 

baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in 

the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 

 

In Judaism the symbol that you were apart of the covenant 

community-- the people of God-- was circumcision. What Paul is 

saying is that there is a new symbol- a spiritual circumcision if 

you will. But it isn't accepting yourself. It isn't outward signs of 

obedience. It's faith that Jesus Christ is King and that in his death 

you died also, and that in his resurrection you found new life. 

Faith in Jesus-- looking to him. That's it! 

 

Tenet 4- My life only comes through Christ’s obedience and 

death. 
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