
Good morning. Welcome to Christ Community. My name is Jonathan Homesley. If you have a 
Bible with pages you can make your way to John 6, or if you have an app you can scroll there. 
Today is a special day. We just finished up our series on the Purpose of the Church and next 
week we will start a 5 week series through Paul’s Letter to the Colossian church. But today we 
are going to take a break in our regular program and slow down. As you can tell we are going to 
partake in communion. It’s a time to hear the words of Jesus, and to get a renewed sense of his 
love for us, so if you have found John chapter 6 let’s begin in verse 2. 

A  large crowd was following Jesus, because they saw the signs that he was doing on the 
sick. 3 Jesus went up on the mountain, and there he sat down with his disciples.4 Now the 
Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5 Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large 
crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these 
people may eat?” 6 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip 
answered him, “Two hundred denarii[a] worth of bread would not be enough for each of them to 
get a little.” 8 One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, 9 “There is a boy 
here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” 10 Jesus 
said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, 
about five thousand in number. 11 Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed them to those who were seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12 And when 
they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing may 
be lost.” 13 So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five 
barley loaves left by those who had eaten. 14 When the people saw the sign that he had done, they 
said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” 

15 Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, 
Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

Now let’s skip down to verse 25 

25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you 
come here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are seeking me, not because 
you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that 
perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For 
on him God the Father has set his seal.” 28 Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be 
doing the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in 
him whom he has sent.” 30 So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see and 
believe you? What work do you perform? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is 
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say 
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to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true 
bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to 
the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” 

35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and 
whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do 
not believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will 
never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of 
him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that 
he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone 
who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the 
last day.” 

Now in this story we see one of the greatest miracles Jesus ever worked. And if you read the 
Bible you learn that any time you encounter a miracle of Jesus what you are getting there is a 
picture of what God’s Kingdom is like. That’s what miracles are. They are signs, or pictures of 
the Kingdom of God. 

So today, I want to talk about this idea of Kingdom under three headings. I want to ask, “Why do 
we need a new kingdom? What does the new kingdom of God look like? And how does the new 
kingdom come to us? Three questions: Why do we need it? What is it? How do we get it? 

So why do we need a new kingdom? 

One of the main themes in the Bible is the idea of exile and homecoming. We were made for the 
garden of God. That was home. Home is a place that fits and suits you. It’s a place that meets 
your deepest needs. In that garden God placed his most exquisite creations man and woman. In 
that garden God supplied all of their needs. The garden fit. 

God supplied their finite needs. There was food for them to eat, there was water to drink. There 
was work for them to do. There was culture to be produced and created. They worked for their 
food and tended the garden but their work wasn’t difficult. It was enjoyable. It sustained them. 
The garden was home. It fit them like hand in glove. It was the place that they could be their real 
selves. The first man and woman shared one another’s company without any fear or secrets. 
There was no shame there. They even walked around naked. They experienced perfect freedom. 
No worry, or anxiety. No stress. Doesn’t that sound good. 

But God didn’t just supply their finite needs like food and drink. He also supplied their infinite 
needs. God was there in the garden with them. And the beauty and presence of God satisfied 
their need of love and beauty. He satisfied what is really an infinite need for love and acceptance 



that each of us have, that no one else can give to us. There was a sense in there in the garden that 
all was right. This was the way things were supposed to be. No one went without food. No one 
went without love. All these things were there. 

Unfortunately, the first humans decided not to remain in the garden with God. The Bible says 
that their hearts turned from God and in the most tragic rebellion God exiled them from the 
garden. We bristled at God’s authority, and so we broke our relationship with him and with our 
homeland. 

The world we now inhabit is not the way it’s supposed to be. Whereas we once lived in a world 
of love, now everyone is concerned with themselves. Everyone is selfish. Everyone does the 
same exact thing that our first parents did. They thought of themselves before anyone else, 
especially God. 

And because of that we have lost the beautiful kingdom in exchange for the world as it is. We are 
all exiles. All of us. And now our world is filled with selfishness. It’s filled with selfish people 
and selfish nations. And what do we see all over this world. We see that we are all walking and 
wandering through a world that no longer fits us. Our deepest needs are not met. 

All of those things in the garden are now destroyed by selfishness. Husbands and wives keep 
secrets and don’t share their soul’s burdens with one another. There is shame and fear of being 
open and intimate. There’s fear of rejection and loss. 

Our work has become unbearable. Sure, there are moments of satisfaction but we get the sense 
that all of our work is toil. It’s endless. There seems to never be a moment when our craft is 
perfected, or our bottom-line is good enough. There is work with no rest. 

Hunger. All around the world we see people who are hungry. We see entire people groups who 
go without food. We see an epidemic of starvation, while nations like ours throw food down the 
drain. 

And in the past couple months we have seen some of the most terrible acts of violence that 
humanity can perpetrate. Jon Foreman said it right, “We are the fuse and the ammunition.” Our 
world is a powder keg. It’s full of a human race in exile, selfish, and desperate. 

Even our most popular works of art have sensed this longing and this anger and restlessness 
against the world as it is. Many of you have read the popular novel, The Fault in our Stars. If you 
haven’t I’m going to spoil some of it for you. But the novel is essentially a narration from a 16 
year old cancer patient named Hazel who is forced to attend a support group. And while she’s 



there she falls in love with a young amputee named Augustus Waters. And there’s this really 
climactic moment in the book when Augustus professes his love, 

"I am in love with you," he said. He was staring at me, and I could see the corners of his eyes 

crinkling. "I'm in love with you, and I'm not in the business of denying myself the simple pleasure of 

saying true things. I'm in love with you, and I know that love is just a shout into the void, and that 

oblivion is inevitable, and that we're all doomed and that there will come a day when all our labor has 

been returned to dust, and I know the sun will swallow the only earth we'll ever have, and I am in 

love with you.”   

Do you realize what he’s saying? He is saying that our worst fear is true. And our worst fear isn’t 
that we might fail. It’s not that we would lose a job or even a family member. Our worst fear is 
that we would be forgotten. It’s that we would live our whole life and everything we do would be 
forgotten. And as you hear Augustus speak those words something inside of you should be 
crying out against them. Not against his love of course, but at the idea that all of his emotion, all 
of this soul longing is just an illusion, and one day the sun is going to collapse into a black hole 
swallowing the solar system and every memory we’ve ever made is going to be forgotten. 

That all of the hunger and death we see around us really doesn’t matter, and neither do our 
attempts to alleviate hunger and suffering, because in the end there is only the cold empty 
reaches of a universe in decay. That’s why we need a new kingdom and that’s why this miracle 
is so important. 

So what is this Kingdom that Jesus is showing us? 

The first thing that this miracle shows us is that the Kingdom of God is where the multitudes 
have plenty.  

Jesus has this huge crowd of people following him. This same story is in the Gospel of Matthew 
and Matthew tells us that when Jesus looked out on this crowd of 20,000 people he had 
compassion on them because they were helpless and were like sheep without a shepherd. He sees 
that they are hungry and so he is going to show them all what the kingdom will be like. 

And the Kingdom of God is where no one goes hungry. God hates hunger. He didn’t create a 
world of hunger. He created a garden, and humanity chose exile. That’s why Jesus came. He 
came to show how much God hates empty stomachs.  

That’s why our church will always be sacrificing for the needs of the community. Jesus came to 
serve. And so we model Jesus. Just this past week we began delivering all of the backpacks and 
back to school supplies to children in our area who would have went without. You all, the church 



called Christ Community have been so generous. We gave away close to 300 backpacks already 
and we still have close to another 200 to give away. 

As we head into the Fall many people in our church will be a part of our Thanksgiving Meals 
drive. We are going to follow exactly what this miracle illustrates. Our church is going to say to 
this community, “We hate hunger. God hates hunger, and he has given us to you who are hungry 
in North Meck, not just to pray that you would be fed but to feed you.” 

Do you see that if this miracle shows us what the kingdom of God is like—then the kingdom of 
God is where the hungry are fed? Then our church, if we are going to give the hope of God’s 
kingdom to our city can’t do that without feeding the hungry. We have to continually act out 
signs of the fullness of God’s kingdom to our city. We have to be incarnate examples of the 
kingdom- the kingdom in flesh to our streets and our city. God hates hunger, and when his 
Kingdom comes there will be no more hunger. 

But Jesus Kingdom isn’t just where physically hungry people are fed. It’s more than that. Jesus’ 
kingdom cannot be only about feeding hungry people. Why? Ever mom and dad in the room 
know the answer to this question. When you feed hungry people, what’s the problem that you 
always run into? They get hungry again. Yes. God’s kingdom is a place where the hungry are 
fed, but it has to offer more than food, because we have a need that is more profound than any 
hunger. 

Our world is dying. This is exactly what Augustus Waters was telling us, “What good is food or 
houses, or even the earth if all comes to nothing?” The human race stares at the hunger, and 
thirst, and decay of this world and it drives us mad. What good is all our efforts to feed the 
hungry, and shelter the homeless, and experience the ecstasy of community and love if in the end 
we all die. In other words, just like Lewis told us, we can’t believe anyone who says that this 
world is our home, and that through our own effort we can make this world into heaven. Because 
Lewis says, even if all the happiness they promised could come to man on earth, yet still each 
generation would lose it by death, including the last generation of all, and the whole story would 
be nothing, not even a story, for ever and ever. 

And so, knowing this Jesus looked back over the crowd and said, 

“I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall 
never thirst. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will 
never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of 
him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that 



he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone 
who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the 
last day.” 

The Kingdom of God, Jesus says, is more than temporary sustenance. Jesus mission was to 
bring, not just bread to hungry people, but life to the dead. Here is the solution to our exile. Here 
is where Jesus says, “the bread you eat helps sustain your existence, but I have come that you 
might live.” You see, when we hear Jesus say that we can have eternal life he isn’t just talking 
about existing eternally. Who would want that? Honestly, if all that Jesus could offer you is an 
eternity of what you have right now would who would really want that?  

Those who look on the Son of God and believe in him move  
• from mere existence into real living. 
• From condemnation into acceptance 
• From starvation to the banquet table. 
• From exile to home. 

Jesus says, if you look to me you will never be cast out, and even when your time on this earth 
fails, I will raise you up. 
 
So how do we get that? How in the world does Jesus bring that kingdom and that home and that 
table into our life? How do we get it? 
 
In verse 50 Jesus says these words: 

This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 I am the 
living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And 
the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 

52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my 
blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55 For my flesh is true food, and my 
blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in 
him. 

Using the most graphic language to depict his coming crucifixion, Jesus tells us how we get the 
kingdom of blessing: it comes through the tearing of his body, and the pouring out of his blood. 
 



Jesus wants to give us the kingdom of fullness, but it only comes by his being emptied. The only 
way we get the full acceptance and face of God is if he loses his face with his Father. The only 
way we are brought in is if he is cast out. And the only way we will be raised up on the last day 
to new life is if he is cast down and loses all of his life. We only get the kingdom of justice 
because Christ bore the just penalty for our sin. 
 
That’s what happened at the cross. Jesus took all of our injustice on his shoulders, and he was 
crushed under its weight. So when he says, that you have to eat his flesh and drink his blood, he 
doesn’t mean there is something magical about these pieces of bread and cups of juice. He is 
showing you exactly what he undertook at the cross. Jesus means that until you see the hunger in 
your life settled in his death you will always be hungry. Until you see all of your guilt placed on 
him you will always be crushed by it. But he says, if you will look at Son and what he did for 
you will find yourself at the table of God. It’s overflowing with mercy and forgiveness and life. 
If you look to Jesus you won’t be cast out or rejected, and for the first time in your life, you will 
truly live. 
 
Let’s pray: 
 
In just a few minutes our deacons are going to come forward and pass out bread and juice. These 
two elements aren’t magical, they can’t save you—Jesus alone can save you. That’s why he gave 
himself for you. But he commanded the church to continually remember his loving sacrifice by 
eating bread and drinking juice. When we gather to do this as a church what we are doing is 
proclaiming together a twofold sermon: We believe that the broken body and blood poured out at 
the cross brought us life. And we look ahead to the day when Christ comes again and restores all 
things. We hope in the day that we sit at the banquet table of the king. 
 
If you have not looked to the Son of God and believed that his sacrifice has pardoned you and 
brought you into the Kingdom then I ask that you don’t take part in this communion. Better yet, 
in the next few moments I invite you to look to Jesus and see in him your only hope before God, 
your only hope to enter the kingdom. You can do that right now by praying a prayer like this: 
 
Jesus, I realize that I have been living for my own kingdom. I have placed myself above you. But 
today I am looking to you. You are my only hope before God. I believe that you were cast out so 
that I could be brought in. Your body was broken, and your blood was poured out so that I could 
come into your kingdom. You took all my guilt. I accept the new life you are giving me. 
 



If you just prayed that prayer would you just let us know by marking your response card and 
placing that in the offering plate as it comes around? 
 
And now Lord Jesus, we remember your death, your body broken, and your blood poured out for 
the forgiveness of sin, and the giving of new life. Amen 
 
Gentlemen, on the night that the Lord was to be betrayed he took the bread and gave thanks and 
when he broke it gave it to his disciples. 
 
PASS OUT THE BREAD 
 
And he said, this bread represents my body broken for you, eat this and remember me. 
 
 
And he took a cup and when he had given thanks he gave it to them. 
 
PASS OUT THE CUP 
 
And he said, this cup is my blood, poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins, I tell you I 
will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my 
Father’s kingdom.  
 
 
 
 
While the concept of home and exile originate in the scriptures, I was introduced to them, and 
specifically the language of home and exile by Timothy Keller, pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian 
Church in New York City. This concept is most concretely fleshed out in his book Center 
Church available at Amazon. I also borrowed language from his sermon series on Luke 15 which 
can can be found at www.gospelinlife.com . 
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