
Gideon  
Judges 6 & 7 

  

Good morning Christ Community Church. If you have you Bible go 

ahead and turn to Judges chapter 6.  

  

This week I was Googling “What are the most common fears 

Americans have?” 

  

Here’s a list I found on The Washington Post’s1 website: 

  

12. Ghosts 

11. Clowns 

10. Darkness 

9. Zombies (only two kinds of zombie people) 

8. Strangers 

7. Flying 

6. Claustrophobia 

5. Blood/Needles 

4. Drowning 

3. Bugs/Snakes/Other Animals 

2. Heights (This is me.) 

1. Public Speaking (The only thing this tells us is that your pastor 

is the weirdest person in the room.) 

  

This week we’re looking at the story of one of the most scarred and 

weak people in the Bible. It’s the narrative of Gideon, one of the 

Judges of Israel. Now you remember how to book of Judges is laid out 

right: 

  

 Israel does what is evil in God’s sight. 

 God sends judgement, typically through an invading army. 

 Israel cries out to God to rescue them from their captivity. 

 God raises up a judge and delivers the people. 

 Israel praises God for a while but then falls back, and the process 

                                                 
1 https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2014/10/30/clowns-are-twice-as-

scary-to-democrats-as-they-are-to-republicans/ 

repeats.  

  

The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and the 

LORD gave them into the hand of Midian seven years. 2 And the hand 

of Midian overpowered Israel, and because of Midian the people of 

Israel made for themselves the dens that are in the mountains and the 

caves and the strongholds. 3 For whenever the Israelites planted 

crops, the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the East 

would come up against them. 4 They would encamp against them and 

devour the produce of the land, as far as Gaza, and leave no 

sustenance in Israel and no sheep or ox or donkey. 5 For they would 

come up with their livestock and their tents; they would come like 

locusts in number—both they and their camels could not be counted—

so that they laid waste the land as they came in. 6 And Israel was 

brought very low because of Midian. And the people of Israel cried out 

for help to the LORD. 

  

 Because of their disobedience, for seven years the nation is 

living in a bunker.  

 They’ve been eating only the food that they have preserved. So 

they’ve ate jerky, and dried beans. Basically they’re on an 

indefinite boy scout hike.  

 They can’t plant any crops because the Midianites devour 

them.  

 They can’t make new clothes because their flocks of sheep 

have been slaughtered.  

 So they cry out to God for help. 

  

God raises up an unlikely candidate to rescue his people. A fraidy-cat 

named Gideon. And in doing so God shows us how he can use us as 

well.  

  

Three truths: The first truth I want you to see in the story of Gideon is 

this: 

  

1. God loves showing his power through weak people. (Judges 



6:11-16) 

  

Look with me at 6:11 

  
11 Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at 

Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon 

was beating out wheat in the winepress to hide it from the Midianites.  

  

Now, when we read this verse it doesn’t strike us, and that’s because: 

a.) we don’t grow wheat and process it to make our own bread, and  

b.) we have never been in a Judean winepress. 

  

A winepress is quite possibly the worst place to thresh wheat. It’s 

basically an underground cavern or cistern. Typically, when you thresh 

wheat you’d do it where you have some wind blowing. You’d throw 

the wheat up and let the wind blow the chaff away while the grain falls 

back into your basket. 

  

So why is Gideon doing something so silly? It’s because he’s afraid. 

The point is, this guy ain’t Clint Eastwood. Now look at what happens 

next: 

  
12 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him and said to him, “The 

LORD is with you, O mighty man of valor.”  

  

And Gideon looks around to see who else is there that God could be 

talking to. It’s silly. But, and here’s the thing. God isn’t mocking 

Gideon. He isn’t poking fun at him. That’s because God knows 

Gideon’s weakness and fear better than Gideon did—but—God also 

knew what his own power could accomplish in Gideon’s life. 

  
13 And Gideon said to him, “Please, sir, if the LORD is with us, why then 

has all this happened to us? And where are all his wonderful deeds 

that our fathers recounted to us, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up 

from Egypt?’ But now the LORD has forsaken us and given us into the 

hand of Midian.” 

  

Gideon is saying, “God, I knew that way back then you did some 

amazing things. Why have you left us?” Now Gideon isn’t just weak 

and fearful, he’s also foolish. Why? Well the Lord hadn’t 

abandoned his people. His people had abandoned him!  

  

God ignores his foolish question. Look at verse 14: 

  

 14 And the LORD turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours 

and save Israel from the hand of Midian; do not I send you?” 

  

My friend, if you are here today asking why God isn’t working in 

this generation God is saying, “Have I not sent you?” The 

generation of believers is sent to this generation of hurting and lost 

souls in our city!  

  

 15 And he said to him, “Please, Lord, how can I save Israel? Behold, 

my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's 

house.”  

  

Gideon replies, “God, maybe you don’t see what I see. I’m weak. I’m 

afraid. And I’m not too bright—I’m threshing wheat underground for 

crying out loud. Surely you don’t mean that I can do something great 

for you. You’ve got the wrong guy.” 

  
16 And the LORD said to him, “But I will be with you, and you shall 

strike the Midianites as one man.” 

  

My friends, God loves showing his power through weak people. God 

doesn’t call the strong. He makes strong, the called. Do you hear 

that? The story of Gideon’s life isn’t the story of a strong, courageous 

hero. It’s the story of what God can do with a pipsqueak. We see that 

played out all through the Old Testament. 

  

 Abraham was a liar and so was his son Isaac. 

 Jacob was manipulative and ungrateful. 

 Moses had a speech impediment and murdered a man and 

God called him to lead a nation. 

 Rahab was a prostitute. 

 King David was an adulterer and a murderer. 

  



If you’re here today thinking, God could never want me, and he could 

definitely never use me you need to know, you’re in good company. 

The great heroes of the Bible were all broken people. God didn’t use 

any of them because they exemplified moral perfection, or courage, or 

vision. He called them in spite of and out of their weakness.  

  

And he never asked them to demonstrate faithfulness or courage 

before using them. He simply asked that they trust him. He’s doing the 

same thing right now. 

  

As you’ve been sitting here you’ve thought of all the reasons God 

wouldn’t want or can’t use you. 

  

You’re saying, “God, you give me courage, then I’ll trust you.” God 

says, “Trust me, then you’ll have all the courage you need.” 

  

You’re saying, “God, show me your provision then I’ll obey.” God 

says, “Trust me, and I will be your provision.” 

God loves to show his power through weak people.  

  

He doesn’t call the strong—he makes strong the called. 

He doesn’t call the equipped, he equips the called. 

  

Another Pastor, JD Greear often says, “If dependence is the objective 

then weakness is an advantage.” 

  

How could weakness be an advantage to you? If it makes you lean into 

Jesus, where your real strength is, then weakness is a total advantage. 

  

God loves showing his power through weak people.  
  

2. When God wants to do great things through you he begins by 

doing great things in you. (Judges 6:25-32) 

  

25 That night the Lord said to him, “Take your father's bull, and the 

second bull seven years old, and pull down the altar of Baal that your 

father has, and cut down the Asherah that is beside it  

  

Remember how we said Israel had abandoned the Lord. Well, here it 

is. Gideon’s own family had been worshiping Baal. They had set up an 

altar. They had a fertility pole next to it. 

  

Before Gideon could do great things for God, God had to do great 

things within Gideon’s own heart. When God wants to do great 

things through you, he begins by doing great things in you! 

Another preacher put it this way: revival begins at home. Look at what 

God tells Gideon to do in verse 26: 

  

26 and build an altar to the Lord your God on the top of the 

stronghold here, with stones laid in due order. Then take the second 

bull and offer it as a burnt offering with the wood of the Asherah that 

you shall cut down.” 27 So Gideon took ten men of his servants and 

did as the Lord had told him. But because he was too afraid of his 

family and the men of the town to do it by day, he did it by night. 

  

You have to put yourself in this scene: God tells Gideon; I can’t use 

you to rescue others without first rescuing you. So Gideon, you 

have to tear down the family idol. Not only do you have to tear it 

down, you have to break it into pieces. Then set it on fire. Then take 

the bull you used to tear it down and destroy it by offering it to me as a 

burnt offering. 

  

Notice the radical nature of submission. Can you imagine? This is 

like waking up in the middle of the night and hearing sirens and 

flashing red lights. You stumble downstairs to see what’s going on and 

as you look out the window you can see your child standing outside 

with a can of gasoline and a box of matches while your tv and sofa are 

incinerated.  

  

You run out the door and grab the hose but you kid stops you and says, 

“We love leisure too much. Even more than God. It’s become the 

object of our desire. And we think about it more than we think about 

God so we have to get rid of the couch and the tv.  

  

It sounds ludicrous but that’s the sense that the text wants you to get. 

This is radical submission.  

  

Notice also the totality of the submission. God doesn’t say, “You can 



keep the Baal, just build me a bigger altar.” No, Gideon is called not 

only to pull down the baal, he has to turn it into ash, then slaughter the 

bull and offer it as a burnt offering to God. There can be nothing left. 

  

My friends, God never calls us to partial submission. His working in 

our life isn’t to tip the scales of our love slightly in his direction. 

  

God isn’t ok with your dishonesty at work because you faithfully 

attend church. 

God isn’t ok with your secret bitterness to your spouse as long as 

you have a daily prayer time. 

God isn’t ok with your addiction to work because you tithe. 

  

God never calls us to partial submission. When he wants to do great 

things through us, he begins by tearing down the idols within us. 

  

In this moment you and I face two dangers when we read this text. 

  

Danger #1: Thinking this text doesn’t actually mean what it says. 

Here’s what I mean. Your temptation is to hear this story about God 

commanding the radical and total destruction of an idol and think, “He 

doesn’t really mean destruction. He’s just being hyperbolic to make a 

point.” 

  

I don’t see any way around this. God will have no competition. He 

wants the total devotion of your heart and he wants you to put to death 

anything that prevents it.  

  

“But God wouldn’t really want me to quit my job.” Why wouldn’t he? 

  

“God wants me to have a prosperous life.” Not if it gets in the way of 

loving him. 

  

The fact that we look for a way to get ourselves off the hook and 

explain away the passage shows us how deep our idol worship is. 

But, this text sits before us and tells us exactly what must happen. It’s 

the mortification of our idols. It’s the death penalty. 

  

The first danger is that you and I try to weasel our way out of this 

passage. 

  

Danger #2: Believing that we are capable of fully obeying this 

passage. 

  

Notice that the main point here isn’t When God wants to do great 

things through us, WE begin by doing great things in us. No. God must 

do this work.  

  

My friends, the only way that you and I will ever be able to 

radically and totally submit ourselves to God is because Jesus 

Christ radically and totally submitted himself to God in our place. 

  

How radical and total was Jesus submission to God?  

Philippians 2 says:  

  

who, though Jesus was in the form of God, did not count equality with 

God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form of 

a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 

human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 

death, even death on a cross. 

  

What that means is this: Though you and I are so idol ridden that we 

should be cut down and burned in the fires of God’s justice—Jesus 

Christ stood in our place. 

  

2000 years ago he pulled down the idols of our hearts, made and altar 

to God and he, himself, climbed upon the altar. He was consumed by 

the fire of justice. He was the burnt offering given to God in our 

place. 

  

We never do great things for God through our own submission. We 

only do great things for God as we daily, moment by moment, see 

Jesus go to battle against the false worship in our lives.  

The image of the Christian life isn’t of strong people battling their 

enemies. Its weak people crushed beneath their idols daily looking to 

the strong and mighty savior Jesus! It’s important that you 

understand—we never get past this. We never rise above the level of 



need, or weakness.  

The Christian life is a work of grace where the Holy Spirit constantly 

directs our gaze to Jesus while he pulls our fingers off our idols. 

When God wants to do great things though you, he begins by 

doing great things in you. 

3. God works for his own glory, not ours. (Judges 7:1-8) 

Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him 

rose early and encamped beside the spring of Harod. And the camp of 

Midian was north of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. 

Interesting note here—after tearing down the idol the people give 

Gideon a new nickname, Jerubbaal. It basically means “Baal 

Smasher,” or “Let Baal Beg for Mercy” 

2 The Lord said to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me 

to give the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast over me, 

saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’ 

You want to mark that in your Bible. Highlight it, underline it. Draw 

big arrows pointing to it.  

 3 Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whoever 

is fearful and trembling, let him return home and hurry away from 

Mount Gilead.’” Then 22,000 of the people returned, and 10,000 

remained. 

I imagine God says if you’re afraid you can go home and Gideon turns 

to walk home and God’s like “Not you…” So 10,000 people go home. 

As a side note here: the Bible summarizes all the time. 10,000 soldiers 

go home. Was the number exactly 10,000? Probably not. And it 

bothers me when people take something like that and say, “See, see! 

The Bible is full of errors.”  

If someone asked you, “How tall is Jonathan?” and you guessed and 

said 6 feet tall. We wouldn’t think you’re wrong because your off by 2 

inches. 

In the same way if 9,217 soldiers left to go home and the author says 

10,000 the author isn’t wrong. The Bible summarizes, estimates in 

places just like we do. Don’t let anyone play silly games like that with 

you. 

Back to the text: 

4 And the Lord said to Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take 

them down to the water, and I will test them for you there, and anyone 

of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall go with you,’ shall go with you, 

and anyone of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you,’ 

shall not go.” 5 So he brought the people down to the water. And the 

Lord said to Gideon, “Every one who laps the water with his tongue, 

as a dog laps, you shall set by himself. Likewise, every one who kneels 

down to drink.” 6 And the number of those who lapped, putting their 

hands to their mouths, was 300 men, but all the rest of the people knelt 

down to drink water. 7 And the Lord said to Gideon, “With the 300 

men who lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into your 

hand, and let all the others go every man to his home.” 

Here's where everyone says, “Oh! What’s symbolic about those who 

lap the water like a dog?” Does that prove God loves dogs more than 

cats?  

Well, that doesn’t need to be proven. Obviously God loves dogs more 

than cats. 

But there’s no symbolism here. Don’t focus on the mechanism by 

which God whittled down the ranks. Focus on the fact that God is 

going to put 300 soldiers up against the army of another nation. Why? 

That makes no strategic sense. Why would God do this? 

Go back to verse 2: The Lord said to Gideon, “The people with you 

are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel 

boast over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’ 



God says, I’m after my own glory—and he knows that unless he 

shrinks Gideon’s numbers they’ll be able to take credit for what God 

has done. 

As I look around at what’s happening at our church I see God moving 

everywhere. And I think in the days to come we’re going to see Jesus 

glorified like he never has been before at Christ Community. He has 

been so faithful and brought us through a time where we’ve had to dig 

down deep into him. 

I see our worship ministry leading us deeper into God’s presence. I get 

excited when I think about Sundays. I know that we’ve all be praying 

and seeking God’s face throughout the week and that we’re coming 

together with one heart to hold up the name of Jesus.  

The other day I was talking to pastor Kyle and he was telling me they 

had so much interest in the Costa Rica mission trip that they couldn’t 

take everyone who wanted to go. What kind of student ministry is 

that? Where you have to constantly think up mission opportunities for 

students? 

This November we have a trip to India. If you’re here today—God 

wants you to go to the nations at least once in your life! He may not 

call you to go continually—but he does want you to have a bigger 

vision of life than the one you have now. He wants you to continually 

support those who are going. This trip is your opportunity to taste what 

that’s like. 

Ladies, God is doing something amazing with a group of about 10 

women in our church. Women’s conference. God is calling some of 

you to go to this event, to avoid sitting with the people you already 

know and to step outside your comfort zone. He wants you to get into 

the life of a younger lady so you can shepherd her in gospel love. 

100 years from now the world will not remember us. That’s almost 

certainly a good thing. What will matter is that while we had breath in 

our lungs we used it to glorify Jesus and by God’s grace, and through 

his strength, if Jesus doesn’t return first, there will be people on this 

earth 100 years from now who know Jesus because God lovingly used 

our weakness for his glory. 

Closing Prayer 

 

  

  

  

  

 


