
LOVE GOD: 

Start | Week 2 

Psalm 63 

 

INTRO 

 

Good morning Christ Community Church. This is week two of our 

START series, so if you have your Bibles go ahead and begin 

turning to Psalm 63. While you’re turning there let’s remember 

that our both our Romania and Ethiopia teams are back! In the 

coming weeks they will be debriefed and then have a chance to 

share what God is doing in those countries. We always want to be 

a church that sends our people to the nations, and we want to be a 

church that sacrifices for our city.  

 

One of easiest ways you can get on board with that vision is by 

helping out Hoskins Avenue Baptist Church this month. If you 

don’t know, Hoskins is an inner-city church plant that Alan 

Higgins, one of our former leaders here has been revitalizing. 

Every Thursday they have an opportunity for the community to 

come to the church and receive free clothes from their clothes 

closet. They have a huge need right now more clothes, especially 

men’s clothes. So, if you are doing some spring cleaning, bring 

those clothes here to CCC for this month and drop them off in the 

large bins.  

 

And as you do it, pray for Hoskins. Don’t let it be just a physical 

act—make it a spiritual act where you ask God to bless the 

ministry of Alan and Hoskins, and where you ask God to rescue 

the people in the community by his grace. 

 

SERMON 

 

Alight, hopefully you are in Psalm 63 by now. Let’s begin reading 

in verse 1: 

1O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; 

    my soul thirsts for you; 

my flesh faints for you, 



    as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 

    beholding your power and glory. 
3 Because your steadfast love is better than life, 

    my lips will praise you. 
4 So I will bless you as long as I live; 

    in your name I will lift up my hands. 
5 My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food, 

    and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips, 
6 when I remember you upon my bed, 

    and meditate on you in the watches of the night; 
7 for you have been my help, 

    and in the shadow of your wings I will sing for joy. 
8 My soul clings to you; 

    your right hand upholds me. 

9 But those who seek to destroy my life 

    shall go down into the depths of the earth; 
10 they shall be given over to the power of the sword; 

    they shall be a portion for jackals. 
11 But the king shall rejoice in God; 

    all who swear by him shall exult, 

    for the mouths of liars will be stopped. 

 

As I said earlier, this is the second week in our START series. All 

through the Bible we are told: 

 Know God 

 Have a relationship with God. 

 Trust God. 

 Follow God. 

And what we’ve said is that Psalms is the book of the Bible that 

doesn’t just tell us to love God—it actually shows us what that 

looks like. The Psalms don’t just tell us to pray—they are prayers. 

They don’t just tell us to sing to and worship God—they are 

worship songs. They show us what a vital connection with God 

looks like. They show us where to START. 

So let’s look at our text under 3 headings: 



 

1. OUR NEED FOR LOVE 

2. THE COMPREHENSIVE NATURE OF LOVING GOD 

3. THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF GOD’S LOVE 

 

1. OUR NEED FOR LOVE 

If you’ll look just before verse 1in your Bible, you’ll see the title of 

the Psalm there: 

 

A Psalm of David, When He was in the Wilderness of Judah. 

 

David was the most famous King of Israel. God gave him as much 

success as any other in history. He subdued Israel’s enemies like 

no other king. David’s son Solomon was far more wealthy than 

David, but David’s kingdom set Solomon up for success. He was 

the highest official in the land. Anything he wanted he could have. 

David was the most successful person of his generation. And yet, 

that title reminds us of two times in David’s life when he was the 

lowest of the low. 

 

Early on in his life, David was a shepherd boy who had recently 

killed Israel’s biggest enemy: Goliath. He had put the Philistine 

army to flight—but instead of being thanked and honored, David’s 

royal predecessor, Saul was hunting David like an animal—and 

even drove him out into the desert of Judah. 

 

After Saul’s death, David became king and rose in power and 

military might—but his son Absalom tried to usurp his throne and, 

once again David had to flee his own success and throne to go into 

the desert to hide. 

 

Commentators aren’t 100% sure which it is but David wrote this 

Psalm in one of those two flights into the desert.  

 

Look back at verse 1: 

 



1O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; 

    my soul thirsts for you; 

my flesh faints for you, 

    as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 

 

David realized— I’m the king and yet I’m in a desert. I’m being 

chased like a dog. I’m thirsting. I’m withering away. 

 
5 My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food, 

    and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips, 

 

He’s starving. The richest man in the kingdom doesn’t have food 

to eat. For all his success and victory in battle he’s going without. 

 
9 But those who seek to destroy my life 

 

He says people are seeking his life. He has enemies—people who 

wish him harm. People who are displeased with his rule, people 

who talk behind his back, people who try to manipulate him. 

 

He’s been driven to a point where there’s nowhere for him to go in 

life. His friends have been disloyal. His own success is crumbling 

beneath his feet.  

 

What David is sensing here is what the scripture calls the fallen 

nature of this world. And we all experience it. This world is not the 

way it is supposed to be. Because of the selfish actions of humans 

this world is robbed of God’s peace. Relationships are betrayed. 

People are only loyal to themselves. 

 

Do you sense this? Has this sunk down into your depths? 

 

Illustration: Following the news, podcasts, too much to grieve 

over. 

 

John Piper put it this way: When you are driven into the wilderness 

by tragic and painful circumstances and you begin to suck for air in 

the quicksand of your own emotions, can you cry out among the 

jackals and the snakes, "O God, thou art my God!"? 



 

David had understood his need. Do you understand yours? Your 

physical problems are rooted in a spiritual problem. The love of 

God isn’t flooding your life. You need that.  

2. THE COMPREHENSIVE NATURE OF LOVING GOD 

We see that this world is broken and needs to be fixed. We see that 

we need to be reoriented to the love of God. But, when we look 

around at Christians to see what it means to love God there’s a lot 

of disagreement. I think we see 3 different kinds of Christians who 

have their own version of loving God. 

 

Bible-Thumper Christian: 

 They carry a big black Bible everywhere they go. 

 They always have a verse to quote to prove their point. 

 They’re the ones who are constantly posting about their 

favorite political candidate and how that person—not 

Jesus—is going to turn the nation around. 

 If we know the truth then our lives will be good. 

 Loving God, for this person is about the truth and 

defending it! But they have no emotional heart towards 

God, or to the suffering of the world.  

 Loving God is all about the mind. 

Cliché Christian: 

 Listens to K-Love 

 Has a t-shirt that says, “Body Piercing Saved my Life” or 

“Satan is a nerd.” 

 They say always say things like, “Let go and let God,” or, 

“I’m not perfect. Just forgiven.” 

 Loving God for the cliché Christian is always about the 

cliché—the newest worship experience, the newest 

emotional high. If we get the right experience, then our 

lives will be good.  

 Loving God is all about the emotions. 

Social Activist Christian: 



 They constantly have a cause they are involved in—and 

you should be too. 

 They do a lot of good deeds in the city and neighborhood. 

 Loving God for this person is always about giving a cup of 

water in Jesus name. If we could just cure the injustice in 

the world then our lives would be good.  

 Loving God is all about the will. 

You see—three different views.  

 Loving God is all about the mind, so know the right things. 

 Loving God is all about the emotions, so feel the right 

things. 

 Loving God is all about the will, so do the right things. 

 

So, which is it? Well, it’s none of them, and all of them. 

 

All of the views are incomplete. Loving God isn’t just knowing the 

truth. It isn’t just possessing psychological feelings. It isn’t acts of 

service. It’s all of them.  

 

Loving God is mental: 
6 when I remember you upon my bed, 

    and meditate on you in the watches of the night; 

Meditation in the Bible always speaks of reading and thinking 

about the truth of God’s word in his presence. 

 

Loving God is emotional: 
1O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; 

    my soul thirsts for you; 

my flesh faints for you, 

    as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 

    beholding your power and glory. 

 
5 My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food, 

    and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips, 

 



Eugene Peterson paraphrased it this way in the message: I eat my 

fill of prime rib and gravy; I smack my lips. Or for you North 

Meck Vegans: I munch on kale wraps and vinaigrette. 

 

You see what’s happening? He’s thinking about God, but having 

the emotional satisfaction of a good meal. 

 

Loving God is willful: 

9 But those who seek to destroy my life 

    shall go down into the depths of the earth; 
10 they shall be given over to the power of the sword; 

    they shall be a portion for jackals. 
11 But the king shall rejoice in God; 

    all who swear by him shall exult, 

    for the mouths of liars will be stopped. 

He’s saying—God I love you because I know your will is justice 

on the earth—and I want to be in on that! David is showing us 

here; what Jesus would later confirm. One day as Jesus was 

teaching a scribe asked him: 

 
36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And 

he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 

 

Jesus, what is the highest calling in life? What is the great 

command by which I should live? Jesus doesn’t just say give your 

thoughts to God, or give your emotions to God, or obey the law of 

God: 

 

He says you must completely surrender.  
 

Give your thoughts completely to God! When he speaks, take it 

as truth. Trust his word. Think about his word. When you think 

one thing, and God says something else, submit to him.  

 



Give your emotions completely to God! Find your soul’s 

satisfaction in him. See him as the great lover of your soul. Find 

him as your highest desire, and your deepest treasure. 

 

Give your will completely to God! When he commands 

something—do it without delay and enjoy it! Feast upon his law. 

Make justice your life! 

Now I know what you’re thinking. There is no hope of me doing 

this. This is the point at which many of you have tuned me out.  

 

If you aren’t a follower of Jesus you may be saying, “This doesn’t 

sound appealing. Even if I could do everything you’re telling me, I 

wouldn’t because it doesn’t sounds like my version of fun.” 

 

If you are a Christian and you’re like me you’re saying, “I see that 

this is what I’m called to, but my life is a far cry from this, and I 

don’t have any hope that this could be me.” 

 

Some of you are just thinking about lunch. Ever since the Prime 

Rib statement some of you have been drooling, and trying to make 

an online reservation at Smoke. Their prime rib is pretty good over 

there. 

 

But why and how? Why would you want a life that models Psalm 

63? And even if you wanted that kind of life, how could you do it? 

 

Let’s look finally at: 

 

3. THE TRANSFORMATIVE POWER OF GOD’S LOVE 

Growing up I hated reading. It wasn’t something I was good at. It 

wasn’t something I enjoyed. I especially hated Summer reading 

lists for school. Seriously? Reading over Summer? 

The last thing I wanted to do was sit still and read. I wanted to run 

wild through the woods, fish and hunt. Most of you have never 

known the camouflaged Jonathan sitting in a deer stand. 



The worst part about having to read was buying the books. I enjoy 

spending money, but spending money on books was worse than 

torture for me as a kid. 

And then I went to Southeastern College and Seminary. In my first 

semester we all had to take this course called General Study 

Methods—and one of the books we had to read—I kid you not—

was entitled “How to Read a Book” by Mortimer Adler. 

At Southeastern I enrolled in a program that was reading intense, 

and at first I hated it. But two professors named Ivan Spencer and 

Ed Gravely both invited me to read books with them outside of 

class and meet up to talk about them. 

Slowly, my attitude changed. Whereas before I only read books 

out of a sense of duty, now I was reading books simply because 

I loved them.  

Whereas before I hated spending money on books, now I spend a 

lot of money on books, and I’m excited to do it. I found in books 

a beauty that was worth spending my time and money on. I 

changed my schedule, got rid of some hobbies that made more 

room for reading. Reading used to be an obligation, and a means to 

an end—read to get good grades. Now reading is a joy. It’s no 

longer a means to an end—it’s an end in itself.  

Finding beauty in something will transform you. Beauty and joy 

will utterly transform you—and transform what you desire—and 

transform what you do. 

My friends, when you see the active obedience of Jesus, and the 

total sacrifice of Jesus it will change you: 

Jesus is the only one who could say in truth:  

1O God, you are my God; earnestly I seek you; 

    my soul thirsts for you; 

my flesh faints for you, 

    as in a dry and weary land where there is no water. 
2 So I have looked upon you in the sanctuary, 

    beholding your power and glory. 
3 Because your steadfast love is better than life, 



    my lips will praise you. 
4 So I will bless you as long as I live; 

    in your name I will lift up my hands. 
5 My soul will be satisfied as with fat and rich food, 

    and my mouth will praise you with joyful lips, 
6 when I remember you upon my bed, 

    and meditate on you in the watches of the night; 
7 for you have been my help, 

    and in the shadow of your wings I will sing for joy. 
8 My soul clings to you; 

    your right hand upholds me. 

Theologians call this the active obedience of Christ. He lived as 

you and I should have. He was perfectly obedient. He loved the 

Father more than anything. Nothing in this world distracted his 

heart. 

 

And yet.  

 

On the cross, when he was placed in the furnace of God’s justice 

against our sin Jesus cried out: O God, you are my God, earnestly I 

seek you, my soul thirsts for you. 

But instead of rescuing his Son, the Father turned his back on him.  

 

And the Apostle John tells us that in that moment “Jesus, knowing 

that all was now finished, said (to fulfill the Scripture), “I thirst.” 

 

I thirst! 

 

Jesus didn’t just live as we should have lived—he died our death—

the death of soul thirst in the consuming desert of God’s 

judgement.  

 

The only way that God can fill us when we cry out “My soul is 

thirsty in this dry and weary land,” is because Jesus Christ 

shriveled in the desert. The only way that we can love God with all 

our mind, emotions, and will is because Jesus actually did it for us.  

 



As this becomes a clear picture it speaks deeply to your soul. It 

will actually move you not just to admiration, but to action. Jesus 

isn’t just an example to us—his life and death transform us. 

 

Whereas before the thought of loving God might have been either 

unattractive or only done out of a sense of duty—a means to an 

end—loving God will actually become an end in itself.  

 

Loving him will be a beauty and a joy to you. Trusting his word as 

truth becomes a joy. Emotionally connecting with him becomes a 

beauty. Even submitting to his laws becomes an act of joyful 

loving satisfaction. 


