
OUR CHURCH: 
The Gospel Creates a New Kind of Community 

1 Peter 2.4-12 
 
Good morning Lake Wylie. If you have a copy of the Bible begin to 
flip open to 1 Peter 2.4, and let me tell you where we’re heading for 
the next few weeks. 
 
Over the next 5 weeks including this Sunday we’ll be studying the rest 
of 1 Peter. One of the chief questions Peter answers in his letter is this: 
 
How can we become a community that lives out the hope and 
power of the resurrection?  
 
In other words, how can Lake Wylie Baptist Church not just exist—
how can our church be transformed, as Paul said, into the image of 
Christ and move from one degree of glory to another? 
 
How can we become the kind of movement and force that when 
our neighbors drive by this hill they say, “Something is happening 
there that we can’t explain? Something is making those people so 
loving, so generous, and at the same time so convictional.” 
 
In our passage today Peter shows us three ways we move towards that 
vision of our church: 
 

1. THE GATHERED NATURE OF THE CHURCH  
2. THE PRIESTLY MISSION OF THE CHURCH 
3. THE GRACE GIVEN TO THE CHURCH 

 
4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of 
God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being 
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in 
Scripture: 
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
    a cornerstone chosen and precious, 

and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone,” 
8 and 
“A stone of stumbling, 
    and a rock of offense.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to 
do. 
9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies 
of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the 
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your 
conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify 
God on the day of visitation. 
 

1. THE GATHERED NATURE OF THE CHURCH (v. 4-5) 

The first way that Peter tells us we become a community that lives out 
the hope and power of the resurrection is by being a gathered 
community.  

4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of 
God chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are 
being built up as a spiritual house,  

The gathered church is a sign of the gospel. What do I mean by that? 
Well, most clubs are formed through common interest. 

For instance, this past week Chelsea and I went to Myrtle Beach. 
While we were there there they were having a Spring Rally for bikers. 

Here’s a gathering of people who all hold some things in common 
motorcycles, leather jackets, facial hair—even some of the ladies. 
They’ve all said, “You’re like me. I’m like you. Let’s form a club.” 
That’s how a club is gathered. You find a bunch of people like one 



another and you take what you had been enjoying separately and you 
enjoy it together. 

But, a church is completely different than a club. If you think your 
way around this room sure, there are some similarities between us. 
But, for the most part, churches are made up of wildly different kinds 
of people. 

Think about what constitutes the boundaries of the church: 

• There aren’t any ethnic boundaries. 
o We actually think churches are better if they are multi-

ethnic and multi-cultural. 
• There aren’t any political boundaries. 

o Spoiler alert—some people in this room have voted 
republican, some have voted democrat. 

• There aren’t any economic boundaries. 
o There is no such thing as a church for the down-and-

out, and a separate church for the up-and-in. 
• There aren’t boundaries based on affinity. 

o We don’t all love motorcycles, or NASCAR, or 
knitting, or travel. 

If you think about it, Lake Wylie Baptist is made up of people who 
are mostly different from one another, save in one category, and 
Peter says that one category is this: 

As you come to him. As you come to him… you yourselves are being 
built up as a spiritual house. 

The gathered congregation of Lake Wylie Baptist Church is a sign 
of the gospel. It’s the gospel made visible. Why? Certainly we all are 
individual signs of the gospel. But not like the gathered church is. The 
gathered body demonstrates the gospel and the glory of God in a way 
that individuals do not. Why? 

Because, most of us are not similar. Some of us wholly disagree on 
political issues, on economic issues, we don’t share the same interests. 

Our gathered congregation is a physical sign that the gospel of Jesus 
extends beyond all other boundaries and gathers people together in 

unbelievable unity who would otherwise ignore, and even disdain one 
another. 

As a church we say, “As we come to him, we’re built together!” 

Not 

• As we share the same race. 
• As we come to the same political views. 
• As we share the same life goals and interests. 

When our community looks at Lake Wylie Baptist we want them to 
say, “What in the world is strong enough to make all those people put 
aside their differences?” And we’ll respond, “Only the kindness of a 
mighty God has led us to repentance. Only the mercy and love of Jesus 
could ever break down the dividing wall between Jew and Gentile, 
White, Black, and Hispanic. Republican and Democrat. Blue and 
White Collar. We’ve all come to him—and he’s building us together 
into a spiritual house.” 

Our church will live out the hope and power of the gospel as we 
embrace what really unifies us—Jesus Christ and gather as a sign of 
his gospel. 

2. THE PRIESTLY MISSION OF THE CHURCH (v. 5, 9, 11) 

The second way that we’ll live out the hope and power of the gospel is 
through what Peter calls our priestly mission. 

5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual 
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable 
to God through Jesus Christ. 

9b that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 

 

Now this is really amazing what Peter says here. He does not say, 
“You have a royal priesthood.” He says, “You are a royal priesthood.” 

Is that a big difference? You bet it is. 



In the ancient world in which Peter is writing every nation had at the 
center of its national life its religious life. Just about every culture had 
a sense of the divine, or god—and they all understood there was a gap 
between the people and the divine.  

That means in the very center of every culture was the temple and the 
priests and sacrifices. The temple was the holy place where the divine 
took up residence, the priests were the holy people who stood in the 
gap between the divine and the people, and the sacrifices were the holy 
offerings that closed the gap between the divine and the people. And 
every culture had this. 

And then along comes Christianity into that ancient context and 
guess what they don’t have… 

Temples, an elite priesthood, they don’t make sacrifices.  

The Romans thought that Christians were atheists. You can read Justin 
Martyr and a few other early church fathers and see that they spent a 
lot of their time trying to convince Roman emperors they weren’t 
atheists—why? Because, they didn’t have a temple, priests or 
sacrifices—so how could they worship, or have peace with the divine 
without those things? 

Whenever someone asked a Christian, “Where’s your temple?” They’d 
respond, “Jesus is out temple.” Remember in the gospel? Tear this 
temple down and in three days I’ll raise it up? 

“Where’re your priests?” “Jesus is our priest.” He’s the one who went 
in before God on our behalf. 

“Where are your sacrifices?” “Jesus is our sacrifice.” 

Jesus is the ultimate temple, the high priest, the final sacrifice that ends 
all other sacrifices. And because he has taken up residence in us by 
faith we’re all temples. We’re all priests. 

Now, I want to show you what it means to be a priest.  

To be a priest means you: 

• Courageously proclaim the truth. 
• Beautifully embody the truth. 

Peter says we are to proclaim the excellencies of him who call you us 
out of darkness into his marvelous light. Being a priest means you 
stand confidently in the light and you proclaim that light into the 
darkness. In this sense, we all, as priests of God, are to expose 
darkness with the light of truth. 

It’s like walking down into a basement and flipping the switch. When 
the light is turned on it reveals what lives in the dark. As we stand on 
the truth of God’s Word, part of our priestly ministry should expose 
darkness, and the proclamation of truth is a bracing ministry. 

Now—be careful here. This is the point that most Christians love 
talking about. Yes! See! We stand on the truth. We’re right, they’re 
wrong. We win, they lose. We just have to expose everyone else’s 
faults. 

Peter does tell us to courageously proclaim. But he also tells us to 
beautifully embody the truth. 
 
11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the 
passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your 
conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify 
God on the day of visitation. 
 
Keep your conduct honorable. The word honorable is the Greek word 
kalos. It can also mean—beautiful to behold. 
 
Gospel honoring priestly ministry makes those outside the church both 
brace and behold. The proclamation of the light into the darkness is a 
bracing ministry. The utterly loving and humble life that the gospel 
creates in us should cause people to behold. They should see 
something beautiful and attractive in us.  
 
The church isn’t just called to speak the truth out—the church is called 
to love the truth in.  
 
If your lifestyle as a member of Lake Wylie Baptist is only bracing, 
only jarring to the people of Steele Creek, of Lake Wylie and Clover 
and Charlotte— you’re unbalanced.  



 
If you are wildly attractive to all people, but your faith never causes a 
bracing response, you aren’t being courageous. 
 
It’s both. Lake Wylie Baptist should cause a bracing response as we 
herald truth. And we should cause a beholding response, because the 
way in which we proclaim truth is honorable, it’s beautiful to behold—
it’s in a sense, attractive. 
 
How do we do that? 

3. THE GRACE GIVEN TO THE CHURCH (v. 10) 

So how does all this happen? What in the world is going to move us to 
both speak the truth with courage, and at the same time love the people 
we disagree with to the degree that they still find us attractive? 

Look at verse 9: 

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a 
people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies 
of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once 
you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

What Peter does here is he quotes from the Old Testament—
specifically he quotes from the prophet Hosea. Here’s the story: 

In that book God tells Hosea to go take a wife who is a prostitute. And 
he does. He marries a woman named Gomer. He brings her into his 
home and loves her. And she spurns his love. She begins to have 
children that Hosea knows they don’t belong to him. He even names 
one of them Lo Ammi—Not Mine, Not My People. She leaves 
actually leaves Hosea and the man she goes to sells her into slavery. 
And then God comes to Hosea and says, “Hosea, though she has 
thrown your love in your face go, love your wife again.” And Hosea 
simply tells us, “I went and bought her back. You’re going to come 
back into my home and dwell with me.” 

And the Lord says, “In the same way—those who were not my people, 
will now be my people. Those who had not received mercy will have 
my mercy lavished upon them.” 

What God is saying is this, “I made you for a love relationship with 
myself”, and in our own ways we’ve all abandoned him, left him, 
spurned his love. And in Jesus Christ, God did what he said he would 
do to Hosea. He bought us back. 

Not only does he buys us back he says that we are a chosen race, a 
people for his own possession. Notice he does not say we are a choice 
people—but we’re chosen and we’re a prized possession. Tim Keller 
explains what Peter means here when he says: 

Now, if you were a poor person, and you got a letter saying that a 
distant wealthy relative died and left you a diamond necklace  that was 
worth 5 million dollars that would be your prized possession wouldn’t 
it? That’s the one thing that’s worth more than everything else 
combined. 

And, for God to look at any human being and say, “You are my prized 
possession” is for God to say something like: 

The universe is mine; all the galaxies. The oceans are mine. The 
forests primeval, mountains tipped with eternal snow. But they’re 
nothing, compared to you. 

Now—what the gospel—what the finished work of Jesus for us tells us 
is this: 

At the same time, we are both Gomer, and yet we are a prized 
possession. 

The cross of Christ tells us, “You are so unfaithful that God killed his 
own son to rescue you.” 

 The cross equally tells us, “You are loved that Christ was willing to 
lay down his life for you.” 

You, you’re Gomer. 

You, you’re more treasured than the stars. 

The gospel shows us our sin, which humbles us into the dust. 



The gospel shows us that we are fully loved and accepted in Christ and 
that causes us to soar with confidence. 

Christ went to the cross to buy you back when you were at your worst. 
And if he would do that for you, when you were at your worst, then 
there’s nothing you can do to make him love you any more. There’s 
nothing you can do to make him love you any less. 

And, if you’ll let this truth sink down into the depths you’ll become a 
courageous living testimony of the truth of God’s saving power. 
You’ll cause some people to brace at that truth. 

But, because you know your own sin to the depths, you’ll do it in a 
way that says, “I need just as much mercy and grace as those I 
disagree with.” You’ll speak gospel truth courageously, but from a 
place of utter humility, and it will be so attractive. 

How will we live out the hope and power of the gospel at Lake Wylie 
Baptist? Well, the gospel will grow broadly in our church as it grows 
deeply in our hearts. 

If you’ll never get over what Jesus has done for you you’ll be 
transformed, our Church will be transformed, from one degree of glory 
to the next. 

Let’s pray. 

 


