
CELEBRATE GOD: 
START  |  WEEK 4 

Psalm 9 

Good morning CCC. This is the fourth week in our START series. 
If you have a Bible with you begin turning to Psalm 9. All along 
we’ve been saying that there are loads of places in the Bible that 
say things like: 

• Love God 
• Know God 
• Pray to God 
• Have a relationship with God 

And we’ve asked, “How do we do that?” We see that we should do 
these things but, how can we do them? And the Psalms are the 
place of the Bible that don’t just tell us what to do, they actually 
show us how to do it. The Psalms show us how to pray because 
they are prayers. They show us how to have a relationship with 
God because they are real life examples of people relating to him. 
 
This week we’re talking about celebrating God. Just this past 
Friday night we hosted a night of worship here in this room. It was 
two hours of music, prayer, scripture reading and communion. If 
you weren’t here, you really missed out. But, essentially, it was 2 
solid hours of us celebrating God. 
 
Why would we do that? Why would the people on this stage give 
up time to rehearse music, and put together a program? Why would 
a few hundred people choose to give up their Friday night to come 
and gather to sing songs and pray? What does it mean to celebrate 
God and what does that look like? 
 
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; 
    I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. 
2 I will be glad and exult in you; 
    I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 
3 When my enemies turn back, 
    they stumble and perish before[c] your presence. 



4 For you have maintained my just cause; 
    you have sat on the throne, giving righteous judgment. 
5 You have rebuked the nations; you have made the wicked perish; 
    you have blotted out their name forever and ever. 
6 The enemy came to an end in everlasting ruins; 
    their cities you rooted out; 
    the very memory of them has perished. 
7 But the LORD sits enthroned forever; 
    he has established his throne for justice, 
8 and he judges the world with righteousness; 
    he judges the peoples with uprightness. 
9 The LORD is a stronghold for the oppressed, 
    a stronghold in times of trouble. 
10 And those who know your name put their trust in you, 
    for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek you. 
11 Sing praises to the LORD, who sits enthroned in Zion! 
    Tell among the peoples his deeds! 
12 For he who avenges blood is mindful of them; 
    he does not forget the cry of the afflicted. 
13 Be gracious to me, O LORD! 
    See my affliction from those who hate me, 
    O you who lift me up from the gates of death, 
14 that I may recount all your praises, 
    that in the gates of the daughter of Zion 
    I may rejoice in your salvation. 
15 The nations have sunk in the pit that they made; 
    in the net that they hid, their own foot has been caught. 
16 The LORD has made himself known; he has executed judgment; 
    the wicked are snared in the work of their own hands. 
Higgaion.[d] Selah 
17 The wicked shall return to Sheol, 
    all the nations that forget God. 
18 For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 
    and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever. 
19 Arise, O LORD! Let not man prevail; 
    let the nations be judged before you! 
20 Put them in fear, O LORD! 
    Let the nations know that they are but men! Selah 



I have to be really honest here. I read this passage so many times 
this week and just stared at it. Wondering, what do we do we even 
do with this? I don’t think I’ve struggled with a text this much in a 
couple years. 
 
What really amazed me about this passage is that David seems to 
be writing it from this in-between place. You’ll see in the first half 
of the psalm David looks backward and remembers times in the 
past when God has delivered his people from their enemies. So 
think, Egypt. 
Then in the second half he’s reminding himself that  

• God judges the world in righteousness,  
• he’s a fortress for the oppressed,  
• and he never forsakes those who seek him,  
• and he never forgets the cry of the afflicted. 

And it was those last two phrases that really caught my attention: 
God never forsakes those who seek him, he never forgets the cries 
of the afflicted. 
 
And they caught my attention because the very next thing David 
says is: 
 
13 Be gracious to me, O LORD! 
    See my affliction from those who hate me, 
 
In other words—David sounds extremely contradictory here. He’s 
talking about how good God is—how he never forsakes those who 
seek him, and yet he’s being attacked and persecuted.  
 
And I could easily read through this passage today, and tell you to 
do all the things you see David doing: 

• Ok, he remembers what God has done in the past, so go do 
that. 

• Give thanks to him. 
• Sing praises. 



• The Lord is a stronghold, so run to him when times are 
tough. 

• We see that one day God will arise and judge the nations, 
so I could encourage you to look ahead to that final 
judgement. 

All those are good things we see in the passage. They’re all good 
things to do and preach about. They’d probably make a decent 
sermon—but it would leave us all asking—isn’t that just 
sentimental? How can David be so contradictory?  
 
How can he say— 

• I’m doing what God wants (thanking, praising etc) and yet 
I’m suffering. 

• How can he experience this kind of deep celebration in the 
midst of deep pain? Doesn’t pain mutually exclude 
celebration? 

• How can he be so comforted by God judging the world in 
righteousness, and yet evil people are trying to murder 
David? 

Aren’t those all contradictory? They sure look contradictory on the 
surface— 

• Those who are obedient and give God what he wants 
should expect pain and suffering. 

• God is to be celebrated out of the depths of suffering.  
• God is sovereign over evil. 

So let’s talk through those three: 

1. OBEDIENCE NEVER GAURANTEES DELIVERANCE 

Look back at how obedient David is being: 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; 
    I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. 
2 I will be glad and exult in you; 
    I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 
 



4 For you have maintained my just cause; 
    you have sat on the throne, giving righteous judgment. 

 

David is showing incredible obedience to God. He’s singing, he’s 
grateful, he’s daily going back over all that God has done for him. 
He’s actually bowing down—he’s saying—God, you are on the 
throne. I may be the king over Israel, but you sit enthroned. I may 
be higher up than the nation, but you are the Most High. This is 
showing us David’s incredible humility. 

Now, think about it—here is a man who deserves God’s blessing. 
Right? He has all the qualities. His heart is full of praise, he’s 
submitting himself to God. His position as king hasn’t gone to his 
head. And yet, he’s utterly persecuted. 
13 Be gracious to me, O LORD! 
    See my affliction from those who hate me, 
 
If you are ever going to really know what it means to trust and 
follow Jesus you need to know that obedience never guarantees 
prosperity. 
You need to adopt into your personal theology, a robust theology 
of suffering. And you need to do this for a few reasons: 

There are many who preach that obedience can earn you 
prosperity, and you need a robust theology of suffering if for no 
other reason than that false theologies of prosperity exist. I don’t 
have time today to explain who is preaching that false gospel, but 
you need to have ears trained to recognize it. 

You need a robust theology of suffering because if you don’t 
you’ll either become prideful of disenfranchised with Christianity. 
What do I mean? If you try to draw a straight line between your 
personal holiness and the circumstances of your life you are setting 
yourself up for failure. If you “succeed” at holiness and it just so 
happens that you live prosperous, you’ll inflate. If you “succeed” 
at holiness and it just so happens that you live in poverty, you’ll 
constantly wonder why God is robbing you. You’ll hate him.  



One of the reasons we know that prosperity theology is a false 
gospel is because it’s a gospel that’s very easy to preach in 
America, and very difficult to preach in China, or India, or 
Somalia. 

 

To quote one of my favorite theologians, Gandalf, “Many who live 
deserve death. And some who die deserve life.” You know what 
that means? It means exactly what Jesus said in the sermon on the 
mount: 

God makes the sun to shine on the good and the bad—he makes 
the rain fall on the holy and the unholy. 

David is demonstrating to us that the life of faith isn’t obedience 
expecting circumstantial change. 

In case you still aren’t convinced here’s one more thing: 

Jesus Christ was the only good person who ever lived. He kept all 
of God’s law. He never broke his relationship with his Father—and 
yet, none of his obedience delivered him from death—it delivered 
him to death. 

You are not as righteous as the spotless Son of God. So, don’t 
believe the lie that what Jesus did for you was purchased happy 
circumstances. 

The Bible never teaches us that if we’ll just love God he’ll make 
our lives better. The Bible teaches us that if we’ll trust in the 
obedience and substitutional sacrifice of Jesus that God will give 
new life to our spiritually death souls. 

God brought you new birth—and he the means he used was death. 

Don’t conflate your life with your circumstances. God will give 
you a better life, and he may bring that life to you as you obey 
through suffering. 

Through many dangers, toils and snares, I have already come. 
T’was grace that brought me safe thus far and grace will lead me 
home. 



So we see that obedience never guarantees deliverance from 
suffering—but God will graciously deliver us through suffering. 

2. CELEBRATION GROWS OUT OF PAIN 

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; 
    I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. 
2 I will be glad and exult in you; 
    I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 
3 When my enemies turn back, 
    they stumble and perish before[c] your presence. 
4 For you have maintained my just cause; 
    you have sat on the throne, giving righteous judgment. 
5 You have rebuked the nations; you have made the wicked 
perish; 
    you have blotted out their name forever and ever. 
6 The enemy came to an end in everlasting ruins; 
    their cities you rooted out; 
    the very memory of them has perished. 
7 But the LORD sits enthroned forever; 
    he has established his throne for justice, 
8 and he judges the world with righteousness; 
    he judges the peoples with uprightness. 
9 The LORD is a stronghold for the oppressed, 
    a stronghold in times of trouble. 
10 And those who know your name put their trust in you, 
    for you, O LORD, have not forsaken those who seek you. 
11 Sing praises to the LORD, who sits enthroned in Zion! 
    Tell among the peoples his deeds! 
12 For he who avenges blood is mindful of them; 
    he does not forget the cry of the afflicted. 

One of the things I become more convinced of every year is that 
true celebration does not arise out of happy circumstances. Now, 
we think it does. We naturally think, “If things work out for me, 
then I’ll celebrate.” 

That’s what makes Psalms like this one so difficult to understand. 
The truth is that nothing is going David’s way, and yet nearly the 



entire Psalm is celebratory. In fact—one of the moral imperatives 
of this Psalm is this: 

God is to be celebrated out of the depths of suffering.  

As I came to this truth when studying the text I just had this 
moment where I thought: 

• This is all backwards. This is contradictory. It doesn’t make 
any sense. 

• This doesn’t just sound silly—this sounds cruel. 

Shouldn’t David celebrate God when he’s delivered? Why are we 
commanded, not just to cry out to God from the pit, but to worship 
him? 

Here are a few things I’ve been learning: 

Most of what we typically think of as celebration is actually just 
self-congratulation. 

• We get a new job so we go out and—celebrate. 
• Our kids get good grades so we take them out for ice 

cream. 
• At the end of an engagement comes a massively expensive 

celebration called a wedding. 

All good things—but it’s important to understand them for what 
they are: they are self-congratulatory. We worked hard for the 
promotion. The kid worked hard for the grade. The boyfriend 
worked hard convincing the girl he’s far more attractive than he is. 
Which means he’s a liar and she’s gullible. Congratulations. 

Please, if you get a promotion this week—go out to dinner. If you 
children do well at school—praise them. These are all gifts of 
God’s grace. 

But truly celebrating God is different.  

Notice what David does not do: 

He doesn’t say that people who love God avoid misfortune—we 
saw that in point one. 



He also doesn’t deny that what’s happening to him is evil. There 
are plenty of trite Christians—but David wasn’t one of them. 

What David is saying here in this Psalm is this: 

God is of such worth that a life that is filled with suffering, yet 
also experiences the presence of God is to be desired above a 
life of abundance without God’s presence. 

What the church does every week isn’t so much praising God for 
making our lives better. We could go around the room and share 
tragic circumstances. We aren’t immune. What the church does 
every week in singing songs to God isn’t really denying all of the 
evil in the world. It exists. We aren’t oblivious, or just trying to 
live in spiritual denial. 

Our singing is actually us saying—a life filled with all kinds of 
suffering and yet is also filled with Jesus is more to be desired that 
a life of abundance without Christ. Jesus is better.  

Give me all the suffering if I can have Jesus. But if you can give 
me a life of abundance, but I don’t have Jesus I don’t want it. 

John Piper said, “God is most glorified in us when we are most 
satisfied in him in the midst of loss, not abundance.” 

Now—this is the point at which most of us start saying—ok—but 
how? How can I do that? This is where you have to see God turn 
evil on it’s head: 

3. GOD IS SOVEREIGN OVER EVIL 

Now, this may be the biggest apparent contradiction in the 
chapter—how can God, who is good, be sovereign over evil? 
 
Now—notice that I didn’t say God causes, or is the source of evil. 
But he certainly permits it, and he reigns over it. Once again, no 
time to unpack all that but the question is—how can you celebrate 
when suffering evil? 
 



David tells us you can because God is sovereign over evil, and he 
will take every evil in this world and bend it towards his ultimate 
good. Look at verse 17 and 18: 

17 The wicked shall return to Sheol, 
    all the nations that forget God. 
18 For the needy shall not always be forgotten, 
    and the hope of the poor shall not perish forever. 

Now, what David says here is that he can celebrate God now, 
because he knows that eventually God will bring justice to evil. 
Wicked people will not ultimately prosper. Poor and needy people 
will not ultimately be forgotten. 

Now, when we read that, you know what we think?  

We mentally categorize everyone in the world into two categories: 

Those who are good and right and suffering undeservedly, who 
will be rescued—their over here. 

Those who are evil and wicked and will be judged. Their over 
here. 

Interestingly enough we always end up in the good, right and 
unjustly wronged category, and our enemies always end up in the 
wicked. 

And if we asked our enemies about those categories no doubt they 
would place themselves in the good and right category and place 
us in the wicked. 

So who is right? Who, then is good? 

Well, the Scriptures turn those two categories around on us. When 
you read all of the Bible you find out that it doesn’t categorize 
people the way we do. All of us are evil people inflicting evil on 
one another. 

What this means is that if we are all wicked then Psalm 9 should 
terrify us. It means we’ll end in the grave. It means our names will 



be blotted out. It means that we won’t experience the shelter and 
safety of God—we’ll be exposed, and condemned. 

But friends—there is one in history who was righteous, who was 
good, who was loving. He kept all God’s commands. He never 
broke his relationship with God—where David gives God token 
praise—there is one who truly praised God, and thanked God with 
his whole heart, and devoted himself to God. There’s only one 
person in scripture that goes into the good category, and his just 
cause was not upheld. His name was blotted out. At the end of his 
life God wasn’t his fortress—he died alone in the dark. He wasn’t 
wicked—but he went into the true grave. We was utterly forgotten. 

Have you ever considered that the crucifixion of Jesus was the 
greatest evil ever perpetrated in history? Here was one righteous, 
holy, good, loving person and we killed him. God forsook him. 

My friends—you can celebrate God in the midst of pain because 
God’s plan was to bring the greatest good out of the worst evil. 

As theologian Henri Blocher said of the cross: 

“Evil is conquered as evil because God turns it back upon itself. 
He makes the supreme crime, the murder of the only righteous 
person, the very operation that abolishes sin. The maneuver is 
utterly unprecedented. No more complete victory could be 
imagined. God entraps the deceiver in his own wiles. Evil, like a 
judoist, takes advantage of the power of good, which it perverts; 
the Lord, like a supreme champion, replies by using the very grip 
of the opponent.” 

 
My friend—though we are all wicked—we don’t have to go into 
the grave because Christ already has. 
 
We won’t always be forgotten because Christ cried out “Why have 
you forsaken me?” 
 
We won’t always be perishing because Christ went into the fire—
and he has taken back up his life. 
 



As you trust this truth you can say with Paul 

16 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, 
our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light 
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory 
beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen 
but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are 
transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

 
 
 


