
OUR MINISTRY: 
How the Gospel Calls Us to Shepherd One Another 

1 Peter 5:1-14 
 
INTRO 
 
Good morning Lake Wylie. If you have a Bible begin turning it open 
to 1 peter 5. If you’re using one of the Bibles from the pew rack our 
passage can be found on page 816.  
 
Well folks, this our last Sunday in 1 Peter. You’ve made it to the end. 
Next Sunday will be the first Sunday in Summer and we’re going to 
kick it off with a new sermon series we’re calling “We Believe.” 
 
For 9 weeks we’re going to look at the major doctrines we hold to here 
at Lake Wylie. I’m convinced of this: 
 
What we believe determines what we do. 
 
Before we’ll ever know what to do as a church, we must know what 
we believe as a church. Here are some of the topics we’re going to hit: 

• What is the Bible? 
• Who is Jesus? 
• What is Creation? 
• What are the End Times? 
• What is Discipleship? 

So if you’re a fellow theology nerd like me, you’re going to love this 
series. If you’re someone who is just learning about Christianity, and 
you’re curious, you’re going to love this series. It’s for you! If you 
have a neighbor who is asking questions about what you believe, this 
is for them! Grab some of our invite cards from the back table this 
morning and tell them we have a new sermon series going through the 
basics of the faith. 

SERMON 
 
Ok in 1 Peter 5, Peter is writing to a group of Christians in Asia Minor 
(modern day Turkey), who are under some kind of persecution. All 

along the way Peter has been telling them how to live out the power 
and glory of the gospel—even when they’re suffering. 
 
Though our circumstances are different, I think what Peter tells us 
today about what the church is speaks deeply to where you and me are 
in the world. 
 
Most of you know that Chelsea and I put our house on the market this 
past week. 
 
Now, I try to be a realist, to not be very sentimental. All throughout 
this process of coming to be your pastor, being in this community, and 
now selling our house I’ve been acting as if this is just business. We 
love our house, but it’s just brick, mortar, and a roof. We’ll by a new 
house that’s just bricks, mortar and roof.  
 
I was trying to not be too attached. And then last week I was in the 
Starbucks up here in Steel Creek and saw a picture from the first day 
we moved into our home. It was empty. There wasn’t any furniture, let 
alone kids. Olivia and Lincoln hadn’t marked on any walls, my back 
yard didn’t have any plants, trees or flowers, there was no high-chair 
in the kitchen, no sippy cups in the cabinets. 
 
And I got sappy really quick. I had this sensation of being uprooted. I 
was out of my comfort zone. I felt like the floor beneath my feet was 
unstable.  
 
And here’s what hit me as I thought about all of that: that’s how most 
of this life feels for us. This sensation I had about leaving my home 
was just one small physical example of the greater reality of our 
existence. 
 
Living in this world, as it is today, is to be uprooted—to be unable able 
to put down roots. Most people, even if they’re happy where they are 
in life don’t feel a deep sense of belonging, or security. We don’t feel 
at home here. This world doesn’t fit us. We can’t be our true selves 
here. 
 



That was plainly obvious to Peter’s audience because they were under 
immense suffering—but even though it may not be obvious to you—
this world isn’t your home. Though it may seem friendly, this world is 
hostile. Though you may feel secure, I imagine that you cling to that 
security tightly. Why? Because you understand, rightly, that it isn’t 
promised. 
 
So, how are you going to make it through this life? What is it that is 
going to stabilize you and help you find footing? In a world that 
doesn’t fit, in which you feel out of place—is there a place you can go 
and feel like you belong, like you matter, like you’re wanted, where 
people patiently wait for you? 
 
Peter says the church is that place—or it is to be that place. Until 
Christ returns, his church is to be the place where you find your 
footing, where you feel strengthened, where you find a sense of home.  
 
Peter gives instructions to the church and we’ll look at those 
instructions under 4 headings: 
 

1. THE SHEPHERDS 
2. THE FLOCK 
3. THE LION 
4. THE LORD 

 
1. THE SHEPHERDS 

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of 
the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going 
to be revealed: 
 
Peter starts by telling us who he’s addressing and a little about himself: 
 
Elders. These aren’t necessarily the older people in the church. These 
are the pastors. In the first years of the church, the Apostles planted 
churches then the church called mature men to oversee, and teach the 
congregation. 
 

That’s exactly how we do things here. We use the word “Pastor” 
instead of Elder, but the terms elder, bishop and pastor are all used 
synonymously in the NT for those who lead and feed the church. They 
lead in discipleship and mission, and they feed the flock by teaching 
the Word of God and ministering through prayer. 
 
So he exhorts the Elders in verse 2: 
 
 2	shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, 
not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for 
shameful gain, but eagerly; 3	not domineering over those in your 
charge, but being examples to the flock.  
 
The pastor’s primary job is to shepherd the flock. Peter says, “exercise 
oversight.” The idea is that, just like a shepherd gets to know the flock 
and what their needs are, the pastor should know the congregation God 
gives him.  
 

• A shepherd needs to see when a sheep is tired, exhausted and 
needs rest. 

• A shepherd should recognize when there’s a danger to the flock 
and protect them.  

• A shepherd should know when to move on to newer fields, 
even if the flock is very comfortable in the field they’re in. 

 
Ed Clowney says, “Keep in mind that, as a shepherd, your job is the 
lead the flock, not drive cattle.” That means the shepherd is out front, 
leading and allowing the sheep to follow, not behind pushing and 
goading. 
 
Church, that means I can’t take our church anywhere I’m not going 
first. The pastor doesn’t have to be perfect—but his role is never to 
point and say, “Go”, it’s to walk and say, “Come with me.” 
 
That’s why Peter says the leadership of a pastor should never be 
compulsory, shameful, or domineering—the pastor is to lead by 
example. 
 



4	And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading 
crown of glory. 
 
Peter says, “Elders, church, keep in mind who the real Shepherd is. His 
name is Jesus.”  
 
Friends, I love you so much already. Chelsea and I were sitting just the 
other night at home saying, “We already feel so close to many of you. 
We couldn’t imagine ever going back.” 
 
I pray that God gives us many years of ministry together. I pray that 10 
years from now I love you more, and you love me more. I hope I get to 
be there for you when you’re hurt, wounded, and need guidance. I 
hope I’m there to celebrate and rejoice with you. 
 
But, I also know that I’ll never love you as much as Jesus Christ. I 
hope to pour blood sweat and tears into this church, but I didn’t 
purchase this church with my own blood. I hope know your needs and 
meet them as God gives me grace and wisdom, but I also recognize 
that I’ll never know your needs like your chief shepherd. 
 

• This verse also tells me that I don’t have to be a perfect pastor. 
I just have to shepherd you eagerly, willingly, and be an 
example.  

• Jesus never says I have to grow this church.  
• He never says I have to preach the best sermons.  
• Jesus says I never have to compare myself to other shepherds, 

and I never have to compare this flock to another.  
• He just says, “This is the flock I’ve given you. Oversee it for 

me with a willing and humble attitude, and I’m going to give 
you an unfading crown.” 

 
Now, this is not the part of the sermon where we ask Nathan and Erica 
to sing “Jesus, Take the Wheel”—but to me this is freeing.  
 
And it should be to you as well. As the church, you don’t have to place 
your hope in me. In fact, that would be an awful idea. Our true pastor 
has nail prints in his hand. He died and rose again—so ultimately our 

church is successful as long as we are looking through our human 
pastors to him as our true Shepherd. 
 

2. THE FLOCK 
 
Now Peter changes audiences from Shepherds to the Flock in verse 5: 
 
 5	Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe 
yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”  
 
When Peter says, you who are younger, he’s not talking specifically 
about kids in the church. Remember the metaphor—Elders is the term 
used for Pastors, or Shepherds. Now he’s addressing the flock under 
the oversight of the elders. Look what he says—Clothe yourselves 
with humility towards one another. 
 
Few things wreck a church as quickly or destructively as pride and 
arrogance. You know why? Pride says,  
 

• “The only thing I need is me.” 
• “The only thing they should do is listen to me.” 
• “The only person that matters is me.” 

 
Few things destroy a church’s witness in a community like pride and 
arrogance. You know why? Pride says, 
 

• “You have to look like me to come to this church.” 
• “You have to speak the language we speak to be a part of us.” 
• “You have to clean yourself up to our level to come here.” 

 
You know what humility says? Humility says, 
 

• “I need you. I can’t do this on my own.” 
• “Let me hear your needs.” 
• “You matter.” YOU MATTER 

 
When a church practices humility our witness to the community 



completely changes. A humble witness says, 
 

• “We’re all equally unworthy, unentitled beggars at the door of 
God’s mercy, so come to him just as you are. Don’t feel like 
you need to look like me.” 

• “Our church is a place where the lost can actually be found, 
without fear of being turned out.” 

• We aren’t anything special. God’s grace, and his mercy are so 
rich to us. We’re just standing in awe of the love we find at the 
cross of Jesus—and you know what? The ground is level here. 

 
How do we do that? How does that become our church? Verse 6: 
 

6	Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so 
that at the proper time he may exalt you, 7	casting all your anxieties on 
him, because he cares for you. 
 
If you’re reading from a translation that puts a period between “at the 
proper time he may exalt you.” And a new sentence starts, “Cast all 
your cares upon him.” That’s actually one long sentence in the Greek. 
 
Humility and Casting cares upon God aren’t two separate thoughts. 
Peter is actually saying, “The way to humility is through casting your 
cares upon God.” 
 
Now think about that for a moment. The way to find this self-effacing 
humility towards one another is by casting your cares upon God. 
 
Now, we have a natural human disgust for this. Cast my cares upon 
God? Isn’t that what weak people do? God is kind of like a crutch? 
 
We naturally think, “If I have to hand off my cares to someone else 
I’m making myself weak. I don’t want to be weak. A sign of maturity 
is being able to take care of myself and my cares. Admitting and 
handing off my cares doesn’t make me strong—it robs me of power.” 
 
Now, let me ask you: when you see someone who never asks for help, 
who never admits their weakness, their brokenness, who never invites 

another person into their struggles—they always walk around as if 
they have no need of anyone else—do you look at that person and 
think—they’re strong! 
 
Of course you don’t. Any well-adjusted person looks at someone like 
that and knows they’re weak—and doubly weak because their pride 
blinds them to the help they really need. 
 
This is the paradoxical thing about Christianity. Admitting weakness 
never makes you weak. Admitting weakness actually connects you to 
true power. 
 
You want to know what makes a church really come alive? 

• It’s not having a bunch of people who can accomplish much in 
their own strength. That church builds anthills when God wants 
Cathedrals. 

• It’s not having polished preaching and music.  
• It’s not having  

 
No, what makes a church come alive is when God in his grace gives us 
such an accurate vision of our inadequacies before him that we begin 
to cry out, admitting weakness, admitting need, asking for his power 
and might to swing in and take over. It’s when we look at one another 
and instead of seeing problems and mistakes, we just pour out grace 
because we know that were it not for God’s grace we’d be sunk. So we 
start casting our cares on him.  
 
And you know what—God looks at a people like that and says—I can 
come into your world and supply you with my power. I can answer 
those prayers. I can inhabit those praises—because you know you need 
me. I’m not just bolted on to your church, I’m taking center stage. My 
mighty hand can come over you. You’ll actually sense my presence in 
your life because you’ve gotten out of the way. 
 
That’s what I want. I need it. Do you? That’s the kind of power I want 
to experience. I think all of us kind of know we’re sinners. We kind of 
know God is powerful. 
 



But do we know it? Has it sunk to the depths? Do you have a personal 
sense of inadequacy and need for his help and agency in your life--- 
listen—not to accomplish your goals. Are you humbling yourself by 
casting all your cares upon him?  
 
Peter says our church will be a place where people can feel grounded, 
secure when Shepherds oversee, when the Flock follows and humbles 
itself towards one another by admitting weakness. Let’s look now at 
what Peter says about: 
 

3. THE LION 
 
 8	Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9	Resist him, 
firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world.  
 
Still using the metaphor of sheep, Peter introduces an enemy to the 
flock: the lion. Now, this isn’t a sermon about Angels and Demons and 
Satan—stick around a couple weeks and we’re hitting that topic in our 
next sermon series.  
 
So, I’m not going to spend time trying explain the devil except to say, 
the Scriptures teach he’s a real being, who is utterly opposed to God’s 
kingdom, who tries to subvert the advance of God’s kingdom through 
deceit, manipulation and condemnation.  
 
Peter says be watchful, because he seeks your destruction. Let me 
show you how I see the enemy work frequently: 
 
Condemnation is powerful weapon in his arsenal. Condemnation is the 
enemy’s general statement of your rejection. Here’s what it sounds 
like: 
 
“How could anyone love, or accept you? Just look at you. Why would 
anyone forgive what you’ve done? You’ll never amount to anything. 
You should probably give up.” 
 
Condemnation generalizes your failures and ends in your death. 

 
If you are in Christ, the Holy Spirit of God never works this way. The 
Holy Spirit never condemns you. He convicts of sin—but it’s 
completely different. Condemnation is general and leads to death. 
Conviction is specific and leads to life. 
 
Condemnation says, “You’re a failure and you should quit.” 
Conviction says, “You’re harboring anger towards another person, but 
even when God was angry at your sin he loved you, and he’s still 
loving you right not though you haven’t earned it. Release that anger 
and receive grace.” 
 
Peter says be constantly vigilant. In this moment movements are 
occurring in your hearts. Some of you are warm to the love of God, 
some of you are cold to his grace. Be vigilant of what is going on 
internally, and discern what is of God and what is of the enemy and 
will end in your demise. 
 
Now—one more comment here on the lion. I want you to notice how 
Peter says we should combat attacks from the enemy. “Resist him, 
firm in your faith” 
 
“Resist him.” You’re and I are never called to seek out a spiritual 
fight. The instruction we have in the epistles never says, “You’re 
strong, and you can face down the enemy.” It always says, “You’re 
weak. Resist the enemy as you press further into Jesus.” That’s why he 
says to resist as we stand firm in our faith. 
 
Church, realize there is an enemy. He can impede our mission in this 
city through his deceitful and condemning schemes. One of the ways 
our church can be a place where weary people find rest, where we feel 
at home is though our vigilance over one another. When you see a 
brother or sister here who seems dejected, pray for them, trust God’s 
leading to go to them and see if you can help. 
 

May this place of rest in the fold of your journey 
Bind you to hope 

We will never walk alone 
 



In the shelter of each other 
We will live 

 
Some of you have been attending church here—what you need is to 
join in membership. Come under the shelter and stop walking alone. 
 
Some of you are members, but you aren’t in any smaller discipleship 
group. You need to commit to deeper community here.  
 
So Peter has told us that the church can be a place where you find your 
footing, where you’re strengthened and founded as Shepherds oversee 
the flock. He’s told to Flock to walk in humility towards one another, 
and he’s warned us to watch out for one another along the way. 
 
Finally, he tells us that this can only happen because of the Lord who 
has secured the future. 
 

4. THE LORD 
 
Everything I’ve said up to this point has hopefully been good. It’s 
something we should aspire to. But, the truth is we all know our own 
human-ness. I know I won’t oversee perfectly. I know you won’t 
always follow perfectly. I know pride will compete with humility. I 
know we won’t always be vigilant. 
 
So what hope is there? If we know we’re going to fail, and the church 
will sometimes be the source of our pain instead of the relief of it—
why does Peter tell us all of this? 
 
It’s because our hope isn’t in our earthly Shepherds. It’s in the chief. 
Shepherd. 
 
If you’ve ever read the gospel of John Jesus says, 
 
11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 
the sheep. 12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does 
not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 
flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees 
because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am 

the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as 
the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for 
the sheep. 

You see where Jesus says the hired hand sees the wolf coming and 
leaves the sheep? What he’s saying there is that you and I have a lot of 
hired hands in our life that we look to as if they were our shepherd. 

• Maybe it’s our own abilities. 
• Maybe it’s your pastor. 
• Perhaps it’s the church. 
• It might have been your parents. 

And Jesus says that anything you surround yourself with other than 
him—when the day of trouble comes—they will all fail. When the 
wolf comes for the sheep—the hired hands will run away—and on that 
day you’ll be all alone—as hopeless before the justice of God as a 
bleating sheep is before the wolf.  

• I can’t stand before God on your behalf. 
• Your career can’t. 
• Your spouse can’t. 
• Lake Wylie Baptist can’t. 

If that’s where your true hope lies then it’s a hired hand, and it’ll run. 

But a true shepherd is different than a hired hand. A true shepherd 
says, “I love the sheep, and I’ll rescue the sheep at the risk of my life. 
When the wolf comes, I’ll stand my ground and if I die, I die.” 

But, notice, Jesus went beyond even that—Jesus didn’t just say, “I 
love the sheep, and I’ll rescue them at the risk of my life.” He said, 
“I’ll rescue them at the cost of my life. I’ll give it up so they can live.” 
He didn’t say, “I see the wolf coming and if I die, I die.” He said, 
“When I die, I die. 

Jesus isn’t just our leader, he’s our sacrifice. He is our safety, our 
security. He knew that our record was stained—we were just filthy 
stinky sheep, and he comes to us and supplies us with his perfect 
spotless record. 
 



And it’s only as we press into that truth—that one has died in our 
place, he has taken the only hell we’d ever know—it’s only as we 
begin and end there, with the empty hands of faith that we can say 
with Peter: 
 
10	And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who 
has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, 
confirm, strengthen, and establish you. 11	To him be the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 1 
 
In this world our lives feel scattered, unfounded, weak, and broken. 
For those who are in Christ, one day we’ll step out of our broken home 
in this life and into a heavenly dwelling. And it’s going to amazing. 
 
We’ll leave behind our sense of lost-ness, and finally say, “I’m home.” 
Oh, I long for that moment. 
 
We’ll put down roots. We’ll never feel as if we’re being torn from the 
earth again. 
 
We’ll shake off every broken dream, lost ability, and disillusionment, 
in order to put on a new body filled with strength. Imagine—we’ll 
never despair again. Never. God himself, through his Christ will 
restore us, confirm us, strengthen us, and establish us. 
 
Let’s be on guard and vigilant, quick to love and forgive one another, 
display humility towards one another as we say—to him be the 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. Let’s pray. 
 

                                                
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2001). (1 Peter 5:1–11). Wheaton: 
Standard Bible Society. 


