
WHAT IS THE CHURCH? 
Week Seven: What We Believe 

Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
Good morning Lake Wylie Baptist. This is week seven of our 
series What We Believe. If you have a Bible open it up to 
Ephesians 2. Page 976 in the Pew Bible.  Each week we’ve been 
looking at foundational teachings of the church, and today we’re 
asking the question: 
 

What is the Church? 
 
Different kinds of churches: 
 
Some of you have been a part of churches where everyone sits 
still in silence. And they way you worship in those churches—I 
call it the Sit and Stare method. When the preacher really gets 
cooking, and Jesus is being lifted up you sit and stare intensely.  
 
Some of you have been in churches and your worship method 
could be called the Stand and Shout method. When the preacher 
gets fired up people start saying amen, little old ladies start 
waving hankies in the air, and deacons start standing and 
shouting. 
 
Maybe you’ve been at a church where they do a lot of standing 
and sitting, but it’s all quiet. Sit, Stand, Recite, Sit, Stand, Recite. 
 
Maybe you’re here this morning and it’s your first time in church 
and you’re just hoping no one brings snakes into the service. 
 
We’ve seen church services on TV where the pastor sits on a 
gilded throne and promises everyone that if they will just send 
some money then God will give them health or money in return. 
 
Some people love the church, some people hate the church. Some 
belief the church is responsible for good/evil. Some of you have 
been blessed by the church, some have been hurt by the church. 
 

All of us have neighbors who have been burned by the church. 
The church has pushed them out, looked down at them.  
 
When Chelsea and I realized God was moving us into a new 
chapter of ministry we really prayed that God would lead us to a 
good church. Some churches support, love, and care for their 
pastors. Some churches like to chew pastors up and spit them out. 
 
It’s important to find a church that understands itself. It’s 
important to be a church that knows exactly what the church is! 
 

1. THE CHURCH IS A PEOPLE, NOT A PLACE. (2:19). 
2. THE CHURCH TAKES DIRECTION FROM JESUS, 

NOT PASTORS (2:20-21). 
3. THE CHURCH IS A TEMPLE, NOT A SPECTATOR 

SPORT (2:21-22). 
4. THE CHURCH EXISTS FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 

NOT THE GRATIFICATION OF MEMBERS. (3:8-10) 
	

1. THE CHURCH IS A PEOPLE, NOT A PLACE. (2:19). 
12	remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, 
alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. 13	But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14	For he himself is our 
peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his 
flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15	by abolishing the law of 
commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in 
himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16	and 
might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, 
thereby killing the hostility. 17	And he came and preached peace to 
you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18	For 
through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19	So 
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 
citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,  
 
For some of you this is going to seem elementary, but for some of 



you it’s the first time you’ve heard this: 
 
The church is/was not: 

• Organization. 
• Building (ELABORATE) 

The church is the community of all true believers in Jesus Christ 
dating back to Pentecost. (Acts 3) Holy Spirit anoints the 
apostles—they form the church. 
 
But notice, the church isn’t just any people— 
 
Strangers and Aliens—we were on the outside. In all our sin and 
disobedience—we were the undesirables in the Kingdom of God. 
 
Citizens—and, yet, the King unlocked the gate and let us in. 
 
Strangers are feared. Citizens are embraced. 
Aliens have no rights. Citizens receive the benefit of being.  
 
This Stranger/Citizen language tells me one more thing:  
I have two things in common with every person in the world. 

• We have a common need. 
• We have a common salvation. 

The church is a people, who used to be outside, but now, through 
the righteousness of Jesus, have been brought in—it’s not a place, 
it’s a community of immigrants into the kingdom. 
 
2. THE CHURCH TAKES DIRECTION FROM JESUS, NOT 

PASTORS (2:20). 
20	built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ 
Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 
 
Patio Illustration- laid a cornerstone—that stone determines the 
rest of the structure. If that stone isn’t the right stone—if it isn’t 
set perfectly in place, the whole structure collapses. 
 
The apostles and prophets are the Scriptures- God reveals himself 

through human authors. The church doesn’t just have a common 
need, and common savior—we have a common authority. 
 
Jesus is the cornerstone. This means we take his mission as our 
mission, his orders as our orders. 
 
Our mission—UP, IN, OUT- We didn’t invent this. We read what 
Jesus has revealed to his church and we’re following it. Pastors 
are responsible to guide the church onto the mission of Jesus. 
 
3. THE CHURCH IS A TEMPLE, NOT A SPECTATOR 

SPORT (2:21-22). 

 21	in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into 
a holy temple in the Lord. 22	In him you also are being built 
together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.  
 
Panthers game—players are the performers, we are the 
spectators cheering on the team. 
 
Church—preachers and singers aren’t performers, and audience 
is not a group of spectators. The church is a temple, and in the 
temple God is the spectator. So we don’t come here to receive—
we come to acknowledge and honor God. We bring him sacrifices 
of praise our heart, our prayers, we reverence his word. 
 
What kind of gift have you been bringing to God?  

• Have you brought a heart that reaches out for him, or one 
that is self-content? 

• Have you, this morning, surrendered yourself as an 
offering, of have you tried to maintain a sense of 
detachment and distance from the words of these songs, 
prayers, and sermon? 

• If you were God, how pleased would you be with the 
offering you’ve brought? 

Because the church is a people—this means that this building is 
wonderful—but God values the people that walk into this building 
more than the building itself. Amen?  



 
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 
 
While the Holy Spirit indwells individual believers—God says 
that those believers are to be joined together—and that the 
collection of bricks, joined together, displays God in a more vivid 
and explicit way. 
 

• The collection of people in this room makes a statement 
about the gospel—God isn’t just out to redeem one group 
of people. He wants to redeem: 

o Old and Young 
o Not one race, but all races. 
o Poor and Wealthy 
o Blue Collar and White Collar Workers 

• This is one of the reasons our Bible studies aren’t really 
age based, or interest based. We don’t unify around a 
certain age, or race, or hobby, or interest—because we 
believe that these are all secondary to the gospel. Race is 
important. We want to appreciate ethic cultures—but race 
is secondary to the gospel. Age is important—but we don’t 
prefer age to the gospel. What this means is that our truest 
identity is not our race, our age, or our hobbies.  
 

• Some things can only be learned in relationship. 
o Forgiveness. 
o Patience. 
o Love. 
o Humility. 

God wants you to grow in these and you can’t do it unless you 
commit to other Christians. You don’t just grow slowly as an 
individual—you can’t actually become what God is calling you to 
become without other Christians. If you need to be “joined 
together” take our New Members Seminar—fill out a CARD. 
 
4. THE CHURCH EXISTS FOR THE GLORY OF GOD NOT 

THE GRATIFICATION OF MEMBERS. (3:8-10) 

3:7	Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of 
God’s grace, which was given me by the working of his power. 
8	To me, though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was 
given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, 9	and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the 
mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things, 10	so that 
through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be 
made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 
11	This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12	in whom we have boldness and access 
with confidence through our faith in him. 
 
The mission of God precedes the church of God. Therefore, the 
church does not have a mission—the mission has a church. 
 
CREATION – FALL – REDEMPTION – RESTORATION 
 
The church as a whole, and this church in particular, is just one 
tiny piece in the grand story God is writing. God has been on 
mission from the moment of creation—and he created the church 
for that mission! 
 
In a 3 mile radius around our church: 27,178, making up 10,068 
households. This means you could fill up Time Warner Arena and 
still have 7,000 people standing outside. 
 

• Every one of them needs the hope of the gospel. 
• Every one of them needs a church family to love and care 

for them. 
• Every one of them needs the reorient their lives to their 

true purpose of living for their creator.  
• This isn’t just a number—it’s families with children, 

widows, businessmen—our neighbors. 

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of 
you Gentiles— 2	assuming that you have heard of the stewardship 



of God’s grace that was given to me for you,1 
 
I gave you a group of people to steward over. I entrusted them to 
you. What did you do with it? 
 

• You had no debt! 
• You were sitting on a big hill! 
• You have my Spirit dwelling within you--- you aren’t 

doing this in your own power for your own pride—you’re 
walking in the power of the Spirit doing this for my glory! 

• You don’t need to hear a voice--- you have a verse right 
here! 

 

                                                
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2001). (Eph 3:1–2). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 


