
LOVE LAKE WYLIE 
Week One: Church Unity and Diversity 

 
If you have a Bible you can begin turning to Romans chapter 12. 
If you’re using a Bible from the pew rack in front of you our text 
is on page 948. 
 
In 1971 the musician Cat Stevens released the now famous song, 
If You Want to Sing Out, Sing Out. The chorus of the songs says,  
 

You can do what you want 
The opportunity's on 

And if you can find a new way 
You can do it today 

You can make it all true 
And you can make it undo 

 
In many ways those lyrics typify how we think about ourselves in 
over the past 50 years in America. We’ve all adopted a 
philosophy of life that says, “Be who you want to be.” “You’re an 
individual.” “You be you.” “Don’t let anyone else tell you who to 
be.”   
 
Perhaps the most recent version of this is the theme song to 
Disney’s Frozen.  
 

It’s time to see what I can do, 
to test the limits and break through. 

No right, no wrong, 
No rules for me, I’m free. 

 
• The idea is that your identity is built on what you, as 

an individual accomplish for yourself.  
• No one can impose an identity on you.  
• You have to manufacture or achieve your identity on 

your own.  
• You are first and foremost an individual. 

And then the Bible comes along and says: 
• To be a Christian means that you don’t just live unto 

yourself.  
• You don’t define yourself.  
• You don’t really achieve your identity. You receive an 

identity.  
• And that identity isn’t that you are first and foremost an 

individual— but that you are a part of a community, a 
family.  

• You’re a part of a household, a temple, a body.  

Being a Christian doesn’t mean you lose your identity as an 
individual— but you are no longer singing solo. You are joined to 
the people of God, called the church. And being a member of this 
community isn’t optional. And your journey through this life 
requires commitment on your part to walk with and serve other 
Christians, and commitment on their part that they will walk with 
and serve you."  
 
And that’s exactly what the next three weeks are about. We’re 
taking seriously— the teaching of the Bible— that we cannot 
become who God has called us to be without the church. 
We’re taking the next three weeks to counter the individualism of 
our culture and declare something bold: we need one another. 
We need our church. And we need to not just be served by the 
church— in order for us to become who we were made to be – 
we must be serving others.  
 
So, let’s begin the series we’re calling “Love Lake Wylie” today 
by reading from Romans 12:3-8, and we’ll answer three questions 
from this text:  
 
1. WHAT IS CHURCH UNITY? 
2. HOW DO WE MAINTAIN UNITY? 
3. WHY ARE WE UNIFIED? 
 
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think 



with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that 
God has assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members, 
and the members do not all have the same function, 5 so we, 
though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members 
one of another. 6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace 
given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our 
faith; 7 if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his 
teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who 
contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one 
who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 
 
1. WHAT IS CHURCH UNITY? (v. 4, 5) 
 
Now we saw this a moment ago, from the earliest age we tell 
children, “You are your own person.” And most of us believe that 
one of the greatest measures of maturity is independence. If I need 
other people, then I’m not as strong as I should be.  
 
I can still remember a friend I had in middle school named 
Timmy who went through a rebellious stage, and he wanted to be 
his own person, but his parents were imposing who they wanted 
him to be on him. One day at church they were asking him to do 
something, he got mad and yelled, “I’m sick and tired of 
everyone telling me what to do. When I graduate I’m joining 
the military!"  
 
Now, besides the fact that he totally misunderstood what the 
military is, you see the problem right? Timmy thought, “My life 
will be better when I no longer have other people around me 
shaping my life.” “I’ll be a complete person when I can live 
purely as an individual."  
 
And, there is a sense in which independence is a good thing. We 
want our children to learn to make their own food, and iron their 
own clothes. But, the Scriptures give us a radically different 
picture of what it means to be a fully developed, mature person. 
Look back at verse 4:  
 

4 For as in one body we have many members, and the members do 
not all have the same function, 5 so we, though many, are one 
body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
 
Here’s the bold claim of Scripture: God’s plan for you is that 
you would join in membership to a local body of believers who 
are sojourning through this life together. That you, even as you 
are an individual, would submit yourself to the unity of a local 
congregation. That you would walk alongside the people of God.   
 
Paul says that the church, though it has many members is one 
body. God’s plan for you isn’t to graduate you into utter 
independence, but to bring you into his church and make you, 
even as an individual, a member— a part of a larger body, 
and the primary way he does that is through membership in a 
locally gathered church.  
 
Now let me be clear, because I know that someone of you think 
that the church is this building— but the teaching of the Scripture 
is that the church isn’t an organization. It’s not a building. It’s not 
a document, or charter, or constitution. Church comes from the 
Greek word ecclesia— which simply means “called out ones” So 
the church is the people who God has called out, and into faith in 
Jesus Christ— and 99% of the time when the Scriptures speak of 
the church they are speaking of local gathered congregations.  
 
One of the questions I always get whenever I talk about local 
church membership and ministry is this: Isn’t Paul just talking 
about the universal church? You know, all Christians around the 
globe. He’s not talking about a local gathered committed body of 
people. I mean, membership in a local church is kind of outdated, 
right? I like Jesus, I’m a spiritual person, but I don’t like 
institutionalism.  
 
The only question I would ask is this: if Paul only has the 
universal church in mind— then why does he place so much 
emphases on serving one another in face to face relationships? 
While I agree that churches that are purely institutional are 



awful— often the dislike for institutions isn’t given because it’s a 
theological argument— but as an excuse for laziness.  
 
Paul tells us that it’s God’s plan that you and I would do 
something counter cultural— realize that you were created to 
be a part of a community. Realize that you are incomplete as 
in God’s plan for you as long as you remain separate from a 
church body.  
 
Paul uses the example of a body with different parts. Hands, feet, 
eyes— and they are only good, they’re only functioning, they’re 
only doing what they’re designed to do if they are vitally 
connected to the body.  
 
If I reached down below this pulpit and pulled out a human hand 
and sat it on top— first some of you would run screaming out of 
the room. But, you wouldn’t look at that hand if that was normal. 
You’d twist your face, frown, and hold your nose. The sight of a 
hand not connected to the body would be grotesque for you.  
 
And, though I admit, the metaphor is graphic— Paul wants you to 
think the same way about your life— there is something as 
unnatural about a Christian who isn’t a member of a church as 
there is a hand not connected to a body.   
 
So let me ask you this: are you living a Lone Ranger life? That’s 
not God’s plan for you. 
 
Are you a member of Lake Wylie, but you’re only a spectator? 
That’s not God’s plan for you. 
 
Paul explains that the church is a vitally connected body. A unity.  
 
2. HOW DO WE MAINTAIN UNITY? (v. 3) 
 
So, if we’re called to unity— how do we get it? In what do we 
find our unity?  
 

If you are really familiar with the church, maybe you grew up in 
going to church then I probably don’t have to tell you how 
divided churches can be. I’m serious. We could all have lunch 
after service today and tell horror stories of disunity in churches 
we’ve been in. 
 
“Well, my church had someone leave over the color of the 
carpet."  
“Someone left our church because we stopped putting flowers on 
the offering table."  
 
I kid you not— at one church that I’ve served at we had a desk 
with a hutch on top of it in our lobby. One week we took the 
hutch off and that Sunday I overheard a lady in our church say, “I 
just don’t think I can worship the same without hutch.”  
 
Now, of course I hear that and think— people are dying and going 
to hell and the church is fighting over where we place a piece of 
furniture?  
 
If you didn’t grow up in the church it’s just as likely that you have 
a view of the church as divisive. How often have you heard 
stories of churches mistreating people who disagree with them?   
 
So, how does Lake Wylie Baptist maintain unity? How is it that 
this church can overcome such a negative view of the church in 
our culture?   
 
3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think 
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that 
God has assigned. 
 
Disunity enters the church when we forget that we are all 
sinners saved by the free grace and mercy of a good God. 
Here’s why: when you think to yourself, “Don’t they know who I 
am?” “Doesn’t she realize that I’m the head of this committee?”   
 



Paul is saying that each of us, from time to time, gets drunk 
on our own pride, and the only thing that sobers us up is 
remembering the grace God has given us. He says, “By the 
grace given.. think with sober judgement according to, or aligning 
your thoughts with, the faith that God gave you.”  
 
 Let me tell you three ways grace sobers us up:  
 
1. Grace reminds you that God is for you— not against you. 
2. Grace reminds you that you haven’t earned anything— all 

is gift. Can we just marinate in this a moment? 
3. Grace reminds you that God has served you— and it 

empowers you to serve others. 
 
Listen to me— you don’t squash divisive pride in your life by 
beating yourself up. Some Christians live with their sin constantly 
before them, and they walk around with heads hung in shame. 
 
 Jesus took your condemnation.  
 

6	All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned—every one—to his own way; 

and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. 1 

 
 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus. 2	For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in 
Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3	For God has done 
what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned 
sin in the flesh, 4	in order that the righteous requirement of the 
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh 
but according to the Spirit. 52	

 

                                                
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Is 53:6). 
Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 

Quick side note—whatever happens this Tuesday—lift up your 
eyes church. Jesus, not the president, is your King. Your home is 
in Heaven. Your eternity secure.  
 
Let me tell you something— the cross of Jesus Christ does not 
condemn you— it is a sign that your condemnation fell on 
Jesus and you can never be condemned unless you reject him!  
 
John Piper says, “The opposite of pride is not paralyzing self-
condemnation, but liberating Christ exaltation.”  
 
When you and I look at one another, seeing all our sin— we 
realize that none of us deserves more or less than anyone else. 
When we look at the cross we see Jesus dying for that one who 
aggravates me just as much as he died for me!   
 
That kills our pride and unifies us!  
 
3. WHY ARE WE UNIFIED? (v. 6-8) 
 
If you were God, and you could just dispense all the grace every 
person would ever need, and every positive character trait and 
skill wouldn’t you do it? 
 
And yet God doesn’t. He doesn’t makes us as immediately 
perfected people— instead he chose to create us with strengths 
and weaknesses:  
 
6 Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us 
use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in 
our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who 
exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in 
generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of 
mercy, with cheerfulness. 
 

2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ro 8:1–5). 
Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 



Now— later in the series we’ll take some time to actually go 
through different areas of service. Paul lists off several here: 
prophecy, service, teaching, generosity.  
 
For now I want you to see this: the church is only healthy as each 
member sees themselves as a minister. Every member a minister. 
Every one of us, with all our strengths making up for one 
another’s weaknesses. That’s why God has put us together as a 
church.  
 
When I was growing up every night I slept with a quilt that my 
grandmother made. I absolutely love quilts. And there are some 
folks out there who make intricately designed works of quilted 
art. The quit that I had wasn’t like that.   
 
Mine was a patchwork quilt. As my grandmother wore out shirts, 
pants, table linens, napkins and any other material she would take 
these scraps and cut them into little squares and put them away. 
Eventually she took all these ugly little pieces of mix-matched 
torn and tattered cloth and she began to knit them together.   
 
Individually, these little pieces couldn’t accomplish much. But 
sewn together they were abel to keep a little boy warm at night.  
 
Our church— individually— we can get some things done. 
Unified, knit together by the grace of Jesus— we’ll accomplish 
the mission of God in our time.  
 
So, here’s how I want to end the sermon. We’re going to practice 
serving one another. If I could have out deacons come forward. 
 
 
 


