
WHO IS JESUS? 
Week One: God from the Beginning 

John 1:1-18 
 
Happy New Year Lake Wylie Baptist. If you have your Bible 
begin opening to the Gospel of John chapter 1. If you’re using one 
of the Bibles in the pew rack our text is on page 886. 
 
Today we’re beginning a 6 part series we’re calling “Who Is 
Jesus?” Not long after the events of Jesus life one of his closest 
followers, a disciple named John, wrote this account of the life of 
Jesus. His sole purpose is to show you the significance, the 
meaning of Jesus life. Who was Jesus? Why is he so important? 
What must you do in relation to him? 
 
The first half of John’s Gospel, which is where we will focus for 
this series, is John choosing various vignettes—events, and 
teachings about Jesus to give you and I, the readers, a developed 
understanding of who Jesus is, and why he is important. And, 
really, John 1 may be the perfect New Year’s Day passage. 
 
Now there’s not a huge difference between December 31 and 
January 1. But each December we approach the New Year with 
loads of expectation. Out with the old. In with the New. We’re all 
making resolutions. And, with those resolutions, so many are 
hoping to introduce something into their life that’s going to 
change everything. 
 
Some of us have made a resolution this year to be more active. So 
we’ve bought new tennis shoes, we’ve downloaded fitness apps. 
This is going to be the year that we get in shape! 
 
Maybe some of us have made a resolution to eat healthier, so 
we’ve thrown out all the Christmas cookies, and we’ve stocked 
our refrigerator with kale and other green nasty stuff. And you’re 
hoping that no one asks you out to eat after the service because 
Jim and Nick’s BBQ has been calling your name. 
 
I know some of you have made some spiritual goals. A really 

popular one is to read through the entire Bible in a year. And so 
far you’re doing great! If you would all pray for us who made the 
resolution to read through the Bible we need those prayers to 
really amp up around the beginning of March when we’re in the 
middle of Leviticus and are tempted to just go back to the Psalms 
like we do every year. 
 
Anyway, the idea of New Year’s resolutions is that you hope that 
by introducing something new to your life things will start to 
change.  
 
In John 1 the main idea of this text is that something new has 
entered our world, and it changed everything. The entrance of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, into our world changed everything. 
 

• It changed how we think about this life. 
• It changed how we think about God. 
• It changed how we relate to God. 
• It changed how we live. 

The headline of John chapter 1 is this: God came to earth, and 
everything changed. 
 
Let’s walk through our passage verse by verse. I’ll explain the 
passage as we go, then we’ll swing back through and make some 
application: 
 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God. 2	He was in the beginning with God.	3	All 
things were made through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. 4	In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. 5	The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
not overcome it.  
 
These opening words of John’s gospel are perhaps the most 
evocative in the entire Scripture. 
 
If you were a 1st century Greek person reading this when John 
wrote it, you would understand exactly what was meant be “the 



Word.” The Greek philosophers believed that there was a 
controlling, immaterial principle that held together everything in 
the universe. They referred to it as The Logos. The Word. 
 
If you were a 1st century Jew who had read the Old Testament you 
would also have a reference point for this idea of in the beginning 
was the Word.  
 
The Word Creates- Genesis chapter 1 tells us that in the 
beginning God created everything. The universe, time, space, 
galaxies, all of it by his Word. The Word of God in the Old 
Testament is a creative agent. God creates through the Word. 
 
The Word Reveals- Beyond creating, the Word of God reveals 
God. In the Old Testament, God isn’t a deistic clock maker what 
wound up the clock of the universe then walked away from it. No! 
God creates the world, then he reveals himself to those who are in 
the world. He is the God who speaks, and communicates because 
he doesn’t simply desire to create. His desire is to relate to his 
creation.  
 
The Word Delivers- Finally, in the Old Testament God delivers 
his people form their enemies by his Word. Psalm 107:20 says: 
 
He sent out his word and healed them, 

and delivered them from their destruction. 1 
 
John tells us that the Word was in the beginning with God! The 
way the Greek is constructed, John basically says, “If you went 
back to the beginning, the Word was already present.” 
 
John says that the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
So, John makes a distinction between the Word and God, and he 
makes a connection between the Word and God.  
 
Distinction: He makes a distinction. The Word was with God. 
The preposition with is the Greek Word “toward.” The Word was 
                                                
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ps 107:20). 

toward God—Face to face with God. John is here making a 
distinction between The Word and God. They are face to face 
with one another. 
 
Because the Word and God are present in the beginning, and 
because they are toward one another, John is telling you that the 
Word and God have enjoyed an eternal intimacy. 
 
Connection: John also makes a connection between the Word and 
God. “And the Word was God.” This Word that John is 
introducing to us has a unique quality. He is distinct from God, 
yet he is God. 
 
John tells us that life is found in Jesus. I’ve made this point 
before, but what makes Christianity unique among all the world 
religions is that over and over again the Scriptures tell us things 
like: 
 
In him was life. Not, Jesus showed the way to life. In him was life. 
More on that in a moment. 
 
Let’s keep reading in verse 6 because this next section is 
connected to what we just read: 
 

6	There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He 
came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might 
believe through him. 8	He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light.  

9	The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10	He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. 11	He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him. 12	But to all who did 
receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God, 13	who were born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  
 

Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 



 
In verse 12 John says “to all who received Jesus, and believed in 
his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” The 
central teaching of Christianity is not that you place your trust in 
Jesus’ teachings, or believe in his ethical statements.  
 
John’s claim is not that Jesus showed the way to life, but that 
Jesus is life. John’s claim is not that, “to those who believed his 
ethical teachings he gave the right to become children of God”, 
but “to all who received Jesus, and believed in his name, he gave 
the right to become children of God.” 
 
The central teaching of Christianity is to believe in Jesus himself.  
 
This is because Jesus is a prophet, but he claims to be more than 
a prophet. If he was only a prophet like Muhammed or Buddha, 
you would simply follow what he said. Muhammed and Buddha 
never say, “Receive me. Believe in my name. There is nothing 
higher than me.” Jesus makes unique—not made by anyone 
else— claims about himself. 
 
Too many non-Christians think that Christianity is about obeying 
the ethical commands of the Scriptures. And the reason they think 
that is because too many Christians live as if that is the case. The 
focus and major on obedience to Christ, over unity with Christ. 
Friends—what is central to the Christian faith is unity with Christ. 
Faith in Christ. When our lost neighbors think that our faith is all 
about keeping rules what kind of religion have we been showing 
them? 
 
For the last half century Christians have done a wonderful job of 
displaying a false gospel to a desperate world. And a gospel that 
says what God wants most is obedience is a gospel that denigrates 
the cross and exalts hypocrites. 
 
Now my friends, what God wants most is exactly what the 
                                                
2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ro 3:21–
29). Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 

Apostle Paul said, 
 

21	But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart 
from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to 
it— 22	the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for 
all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23	for all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God, 24	and are justified by his grace 
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25	whom 
God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by 
faith. This was to show God’s righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26	It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the 
justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  

27	Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what 
kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28	For 
we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the 
law.2 
 
The central teaching of Christianity is that light and life are in 
Christ. We don’t overcome the darkness through obedience to 
God’s laws. The true light overcame the darkness and we simply 
look to him and put our trust in what he has done. 
 
Verse 14: 

 
14	And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have 

seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 15	(John bore witness about him, and cried out, 
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’”) 16	For from his fullness 
we have all received, grace upon grace. 17	For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
18	No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s 
side, he has made him known. 3 

 

3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 1:1–18). 
Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 



Oh man, there is more to be said in these verses than can ever be 
said. Let’s try to say just a few: 
 
And the Word became flesh. This is the wonder of wonders. 
 
The eternal, entered time. 
The one in whom is life, was born. 
The one who existed as spirit, took on flesh. 
The far off God, came near. 
The invisible, can be seen. 
 
“He dwelt among us,” John says. The word there is the same word 
for tabernacle. In the OT when God’s people were wandering in 
the desert God instructed Moses to build a meeting tent where 
God could come down. John is saying that Jesus tabernacle with 
us. But, whereas in the Old Testament only the priests could enter 
in, God, in Christ, has made himself available to all people. 
 
He was full of grace and truth. The law was given through Moses, 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 
 
If you miss this statement- that Jesus is full of grace and truth, 
you’ll misunderstand the God of the Bible.  
 
Many people believe that what defines God more than anything 
else is truth. Holiness. Rightness. Do what he wants, or else. So 
the God of the Bible is a hell-fire and damnation God. They 
emphasis God’s holiness to the exclusion of God’s grace. 
 
Other people believe that what defines God more than anything 
else is love. Grace. Do what you want, because God is a loving 
God who won’t make any demands on you. 
 
Both of those are theologies from hell. If God is only holy, we are 
damned. If God is only acceptance, why on earth do we need 
him? 
 
                                                
4 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 3:13). 

The radical truth of the gospel is that God’s holiness, and God’s 
love and grace must be held in balance! Jesus is the fullest 
expression of God because Jesus is full of grace, and full of truth!  
 
And John ends this passage by saying that if you want to see God, 
there is only one way. Jesus, who has been at the Father’s side, is 
the only one who reveals God to you. And we know him through 
Scripture. 
 
I’ll probably get some hate mail for saying this, but here goes. In 
the past few years there has been a string of books written by 
people who claim to have gone into heaven, looked around, talked 
with God, and come back to life, and you can believe that heaven 
is real because of their testimony. 
 
18	No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s 
side, he has made him known.  
 
John 3:13 
13	No one has ascended into heaven except he who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man4 
 
God intends for you to know what he is like. But he never 
intended for you to learn his true nature, his full self-expression in 
the incarnate Word Jesus Christ revealed through the Scriptures. 
 
So what do we see here about this incarnate Word? How does the 
Word made flesh, full of grace and truth—how does that change 
us?  
 
BECAUSE JESUS IS THE ETERNAL WORD MADE FLESH 
WE ARE ABLE TO LIVE IN THE WORLD WITHOUT 
MEASURING OURSELVES BY THIS WORLD. 
 
Listen, because Jesus is the eternal Word. The one who was there 
before the beginning, there is something beyond you! There is 

Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 



something beyond this life. There is something beyond 2017. 
 
This year does not determine and define you. Thank God. Don’t 
we all just need to hear that? This year doesn’t, will not, cannot 
make or break you. There’s something beyond this life!  
 
Throw away your bucket list! Your bucket list is where you write 
down everything you want to do in this life because once you’re 
dead there’s nothing left. 
 
Friends—because Jesus is the eternal Word, death isn’t a period at 
the end of your sentence, death is a comma that introduces your 
future. 
 
So many people accept the tyranny that says, “You must live for 
this life. You must make something of yourself. You must justify 
yourself.”  
 
Sydney Pollack, movie maker. Died in 2007. And, even though he 
was getting old, he couldn’t stop working. Even when his family 
begged him to stop because it was shortening his life he refused. 
A newspaper article after his dead said, “Movie mogul, Sydney 
Pollack, says that although the grueling film movie making 
process is wearing him down he can’t justify his existence if he 
stops. And he said, ‘Every time I finish another picture I feel I 
have earned my stay, for another year or so.’” 
 
The Christian view of life in John 1 is completely different. The 
combining of these two worlds: God and Man. The entrance of 
eternity into time. The writing himself into our story changes 
everything about how we live in this world. 
 
We no longer live as if this life is all there is. Our past in this 
world doesn’t haunt us. Our future in this world doesn’t cause us 
to shrink. 
 
People who follow Jesus aren’t stuck in the hamster wheel of 
trying to create a perfect future. We aren’t measuring the success 

or failure of this life by our good or bad experiences. 
 
Let me just be real for a moment. There is so much more that 
needs to be applied from this passage. But I made a choice, 
because this is the start of a new year to intentionally limit the 
application to this one central idea. What is it that is controlling 
2017 for you this morning?  
 
Because of the size of our church I know what many of you are 
going through on a personal level.  
 
I know that for some of you 2017 is going to determine how well 
you can retire and you’ve got to make sure this last mile is run 
well. 
 
I know that for some of us younger folks in the room 2017 is 
another year to prove that we really are adults and are capable of 
moving our lives in the right direction. 
 
For some of you, you know you need to sell your home, and make 
preparations for older age. 
 
You know what it is for my family? I’ll be really transparent with 
you all. Chelsea has a growing photography business. I’ve just 
become the pastor of a church, and we have two children who we 
want to be smart, and loving, and we’re looking at pre-school, and 
we’re building a house. We’ve got about 4 or 5 different strands 
of life we’re trying to make sure we weave together, and if we 
aren’t careful all of them will tell us, “What you do here defines 
you.”  
 
But Chelsea’s photography business success doesn’t define her. 
This church doesn’t define me. 
And all of you who are parent’s know that parent’s take far less 
credit for their kids success than they deserve and far more blame 
for their children’s failures than they deserve. 
 
None of those things define me, unless I allow them to. 



And, what I’m saying to you today is this: none of the stuff in 
front of you in 2017 defines you, unless you allow it to.  
 
Because Jesus is the eternal Word made flesh we are able to live 
in the world without measuring ourselves by this world. 
 
In Tolkien’s book The Fellowship of the Ring, the 4 little Hobbits 
are journeying through this terribly dark forest. They’re fainting 
from exhaustion and fear and in comes a character named Tom 
Bombadil. Tom is full of life. He isn’t afraid of the forest. Even 
though he lives in the forest, Tom is bigger than the forest. And 
the little hobbits are carrying the evil Ring of Power. And. when 
everyone else puts on the Ring they disappear. The ring has total 
power over them. Tom takes the ring and when he places it on his 
finger, instead of Tom disappearing, the ring disappears. And 
when the little Hobbits see this they’re amazed. And here’s how 
Tolkien describes their amazement: 
 
“The future, for good or ill, was not forgotten, but ceased to 
have any power over the present.” 
 
And here’s what is means to live under the significance of Jesus 
Christ made flesh. When you see that there is life beyond this 
life—you must still walk through this world, and your future, for 
good or ill, is not forgotten—it just ceases to have any power over 
the present. 
 
 


