
WHO IS JESUS? 
Week Three: Joy of the Feast 

John 2:1-11 
 

Good morning. If you have your Bible go ahead and open it up to 
John’s gospel. We’ll be in chapter two this week. If you’re using 
one of the Bibles in the pew rack there in front of you our text is 
on page 887. 
 
Hopefully you are in John 2. We’re going to read the first 11 
verses of this passage. Let’s dive in: 
 
2 On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and 
the mother of Jesus was there. 2	 Jesus also was invited to the 
wedding with his disciples. 3	When the wine ran out, the mother of 
Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” 4	And Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, what does this have to do with me? My hour has not yet 
come.” 5	His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells 
you.”  

6	Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites 
of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7	Jesus said 
to the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up 
to the brim. 8	And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it 
to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9	When the master of the 
feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it 
came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), 
the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10	and said to him, 
“Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk 
freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until 
now.” 11	This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, 
and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. 1 
 
This is one of those passages that doesn’t get talked about all that 
much. In the gospels here’s what really gets the air time: 
 

                                                
1 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 2:1–11). 

• The Sermon on the Mount 
o Seek first God’s Kingdom and his righteousness. 

• The Lord’s Prayer 
o Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done. 
• The Great Commission 

o Go into all the world and make disciples. Baptizing 
people. 

We give those passages a lot of air time because they’re 
commands. And we know what to do with commands. We obey 
them. We follow them. I’ve heard a load of sermons on these 
passages. 
 
In John chapter 2, the passage that we read, there isn’t a single 
command given to us. There isn’t some faith challenge that we 
should undertake. There isn’t a sin that we should avoid.  
 
So what is going on in this passage? If there isn’t a command to 
obey, or a sin to avoid, then why does John give us this passage? 
What is he trying to accomplish? 
 
In order to understand this passage, you have to look at verse 11: 
 
11	This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and 
manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. 
 
It’s significant that the Apostle John tells us that this miracle, this 
story is the first sign that Jesus did. This isn’t just some random 
miracle. John says it’s a sign. It’s a picture. And it was chosen by 
Jesus to be the very first sign. This miracle serves as a picture of 
all that Jesus is and all he came to do. 
 
You see, when you’re ready to make your entrance, your first sign 
really needs to tell everyone what you’re about. It must be 
extremely quintessential. This is the model. This is the standard; 
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the pattern of all Jesus came to do. This miracle shows us. This is 
kind of like Jesus’ coming out party. This is the unveiling. The 
beginning of his public ministry. 
 
And we learn three things from this sign. 
 
1. WHO WE ARE (v. 1-3) 
2. WHO JESUS IS (v.6-10) 
3. WHO WE CAN BECOME (v. 3-4) 
 
1. WHO WE ARE (v. 1-3) 
 
To see what this passage says about us we have to look back at 
verse 1: 
 
On the third day there was a wedding at Cana in Galilee, and the 
mother of Jesus was there. 2	Jesus also was invited to the wedding 
with his disciples. 3	When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus 
said to him, “They have no wine. 
 
In first century Judaism, the wedding was the height of 
celebrations in society. Now here in modern America we think 
that weddings are a big deal to us. We buy dresses, cakes, 
photographers, a venue, we buy suits, pay for food. We have 
wedding coordinators, and wedding magazines. Just his week I 
read that the average cost of a US wedding is $26,645.  
 
Now we look at all that money spent and realize this: in first 
century Israel, that wouldn’t even get you started on the wedding.  
 

• Our weddings usually occur over the span of a few hours. 
You can go to a couple weddings in a day if you have to. 
But, in the first century the wedding feasts lasted in 
upwards of an entire week.  

• They would have a parade through the town.  
• You’d invite all the family and friends to come and there 

weren’t any Hampton Inns. You’d have to lodge everyone 
with neighbors.  

• For that week the bride and the groom were treated like a 
king and queen. In fact, they’d often wear crowns for the 
entire week.  

And Mary, Jesus’ mother comes to him and says, “They have no 
wine.” Now, you’re starting to get a feel for what it would have 
meant for Mary to say they had no wine, but us modern people 
still don’t sense all of the deep implications of what Mary has 
said. 
 
When Mary says, “They have no wine” she isn’t saying, “No one 
has anything to wash their food down with.” She isn’t saying, 
“Everyone is about to get thirsty.” She’s saying much more than 
that. 
 
In the Old Testament, wine is often the picture of joy. That’s why 
Psalm 4:7 says, “You have put more joy into my heart than when 
their grain and wine abound.”  
 

• Grain was the sign for prosperity, because your field 
produce. You’d be able to eat. 

• Wine was the sign for joy. It’s what you would bring out 
to celebrate. 

So you see what Mary is actually saying isn’t just that the people 
of the feast are thirsty. We could translate Mary’s statement, 
“They have no joy.” The joy has run out. 
 
And this is exactly a picture of who Jesus has come to. Here’s a 
group of people who should be experiencing festal joy, but they 
have none. They’re joy had run out.  
 
They had a bride and a groom. The family had all arrived. The 
new home of the new couple was built. The crowns were 
prepared. The food smelled delicious. But there was no wine. 
 
Listen to me—most everyone in this room is right in the middle of 
this passage. We have every single reason to be joyful. We have 
roofs over our head. Food in the fridge. Jobs for which we get 



paid well. We get to live in the greatest nation on the planet. We 
enjoy freedoms that many others are denied. We have the ability 
to live a life of immense comfort. And yet, much of our life is 
marked by a lack of joy. 
 
PAUSE! 
 
In fact, I’d bet a few in this room today could say that even 
this very week, “The wine ran out.” 
 
For all the joys that surround me, I have no joy. I’m out. This is 
who I am. I’m joy empty. Why is that? 
Why is it that we live in a place and time where you really can 
pursue and realize all your dreams…I’m mean let’s face it. In 
spite of loads of political complaining, you can really go out there 
in America and make something of yourself.  
 
And yet, if I had to choose a word to describe American’s it 
wouldn’t be “joyful.” I’d probably choose, “discontent.” 
 
Here’s the short answer for why that is, and then we have to keep 
moving. 
 
The Westminster Catechism puts it this way: 
 
“The chief end of man is to glorify God, and to enjoy him 
forever.” 
 
You can find happiness in plenty of things in this world. Money 
will make you happy. Cars will make you happy. A spouse can 
make you happy. Success at business can make you happy.  
 
But trying to find your life-sustaining joy in the things contained 
in this world is like trying to wring water from a dry sponge.  
 
Rich Mullins put it this way, “The stuff of earth competes for the 
allegiance I owe only to the giver of all good things.” 
 

Listen to me: 
 
When you make the stuff of earth the center of your enjoyment 
you’ll always be saying, “The wine has run out.” 
 
Not only does this passage tell us who we are, it also shows us: 
 
2. WHO JESUS IS (v. 6-10) 
 
6	Now there were six stone water jars there for the Jewish rites of 
purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7	Jesus said to 
the servants, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to 
the brim. 8	And he said to them, “Now draw some out and take it 
to the master of the feast.” So they took it. 9	When the master of 
the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know 
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the 
water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom 10	and 
said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when 
people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept 
the good wine until now.” 
 
Did you see the title “Master of the Feast” there in verse 9? At 
every feast you need to have someone who is going to stir 
everyone up. We’d call them the MC, the master of ceremonies. 
Their job is not only to make sure everything goes according to 
plan, but that everyone enjoys themselves.  
 
They’re at the center of the feast, and they usually have a big 
personality. And they’re saying, “Ok now let’s do this, now let’s 
do this.” They get things stirred up and make it a great party.  
 
Now, this party is about to fall to pieces. They have no wine. And 
because Jesus is about to provide what is necessary for the party 
to continue Jesus is here revealing himself as the true Master of 
the Feast. 
 
Here’s the question: Why would Jesus do this? Why would this be 
his first miracle? Why would this be his calling card? Why does 



he pick a wedding? Why does Jesus turn 150 gallons, or so, of 
water into the most delicious wine and restore this dying party 
back to joy? It’s because Jesus is showing himself to be the true 
Lord of the Banquet.  
 
You know why the vast majority of the people here in Charlotte 
are not worshipping today? You know why they never come to a 
place of worship?  
 
It’s because most of them think, “I’ve worked hard all week, and 
now I want to have fun—and that’s not church.” 
 
Maybe they grew up in the church, or they watched Christians as 
a child and thought to themselves, “These people are sourpusses.” 
Christianity is a suck it up, you can’t have fun, you can’t be 
genuine, you can’t share your real problems, and God forbid you 
ever fail in front of them. And they don’t want any of that. 
 
And, in this passage, Jesus lays down the challenge to you. “If 
this is why you are rejecting me, then you haven’t even begun to 
understand who I am. I am not the God of sourpusses. I’m the 
Master of the Feast.” 
 
Yes, I came to deny myself. I came to sacrifice myself. And, yes, 
if you follow me there will be plenty of self-denial and sacrifice. 
But that’s not all.  
 
Those are only the path. They aren’t the destination. 
 
Do you hear me church? Self-denial. Sacrifice. Suffering. Those 
ARE the path. They are NOT the destination. 
 
What’s the destination? Well, we’ve already given it to you in the 
Scripture reading from Isaiah 25. But, let me refresh your 
memory: 

                                                
2 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Is 25:6). 

6	On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples 
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, 

of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined.2 
 
At the end of the Scriptures—in Revelation—do you know what 
the Bible says is the result of all the Jesus came to do? Do you 
know what the final destination is? 
 
It’s a wedding feast, over which Jesus—the bridegroom presides 
as the Master and Lord, to which we are brought, and from which 
we will never leave. 
 
Who we are: joy empty. 
Who Jesus is: the master of the feast.  
Who we can become: the true bride. 
 
3. WHO WE CAN BECOME (v. 3-4) 
 
3	When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They 
have no wine.” 4	And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this 
have to do with me? My hour has not yet come.” 
 
Mary comes to Jesus, and she isn’t just reporting a fact. This is 
like when we’re laying in the bed and Chelsea says, “It’s so warm 
in here.”  
 
Husbands, you understand this: my wife isn’t just letting me know 
the temperature. Hidden within that statement is a command. It’ 
important you husbands learn to listen for those hidden 
commands. And let me also encourage you husbands not to 
answer your wife, or mother, the way Jesus answers Mary. 
“Woman!” Where I come from that’ll get you smacked. 
 
Mary says, “They’ve run out of wine.” And Jesus responds with 
something that doesn’t even seem to follow from the 
conversation. “My hour has not yet come.” It’s a non-sequitur. 
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What is he saying? 
 
If you want to understand the meaning of this passage you have to 
ask the question, “What does he mean when he says, ‘My hour 
has not yet come.’” When Mary says that the wine has run out, 
what is Jesus thinking about that makes him say, “It’s not my 
hour.”  
 
And here is what Jesus is thinking of. He’s thinking of the exact 
same thing all of us think about at weddings. We think about our 
own wedding.  
 
 
When you sit in a wedding ceremony you think about your own 
wedding. If you’re single you think ahead to the day you hope to 
be married. If you’re married, you think back to that day—to that 
hour.  
 
And that’s exactly what Jesus is doing. He’s sitting at this 
wedding feast thinking about his own wedding day. He’s 
thinking about the very hour that he will wed his bride. Now, 
you say, “Jonathan, how can you possibly know that’s what Jesus 
was thinking about?” Because the gospel writer tells us: 
 
John 5:25 
	“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, 
when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those 
who hear will live. 3 
 
John 5:28 

                                                
3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 5:25). 
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4 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 5:28). 
Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 
5 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 7:30). 
Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 
6 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 12:23). 

Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in 
the tombs will hear his voice4 
 
John 7:30 
The Jewish leaders were seeking to arrest him, but no one laid a 
hand on him, because his hour had not yet come. 5 
 
John 12:23 
And Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified. 6 
 
John 12:27 
“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me 
from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 7 
 
John 13:1 Only days before Jesus crucifixion- 
Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart out of this world to the Father, having 
loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 8 
 
John 16:21 
When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour 
has come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer 
remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been born 
into the world. 9 
 
And there, in the garden, sweating great drops of blood you know 
what Jesus said? “Father, if there is any other way, let this cup 
pass from me!” Which cup? 
 

Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 
7 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 12:27). 
Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 
8 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 13:1). 
Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 
9 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Jn 16:21). 
Wheaton: Standard Bible Society. 



The same cup we find in Psalm 75:8 
 

8	For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup 
with foaming wine, well mixed, 
and he pours out from it, 
and all the wicked of the earth 

shall drain it down to the dregs. 10 
 
Here in the very beginning of his gospel, John is laying a bread 
crumb trail all the way to Calvary—to the cross. Who is the bride 
of Christ? It’s all those who Jesus ransoms from every tribe 
tongue and nation there at the moment of his death. 
 
Jesus is sitting in a joyous wedding feast and he’s thinking ahead 
to the hour of his own wedding. He’s providing the wine for this 
feast thinking of what it will take to provide the wine for his own 
wedding. Having renewed the joy of the wedding feast he thinks 
ahead to the hour when he will offer the wine of joy to his own 
bride—but he cannot think of offering his bride the cup of joy 
without tasting the cup of sorrow and suffering. He can only give 
us the cup of joy by draining the cup of God’s justice in the hour 
of his death. 
 
Two applications: 
 
Application #1: Becoming a Christian means taking credit for 
what Jesus has done. 
	

9	When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, 
and did not know where it came from (though the servants who 
had drawn the water knew), the master of the feast called the 
bridegroom 10	and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine 
first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But 
you have kept the good wine until now.” 
 
Notice, the Master of the Feast doesn’t call Jesus up to 

                                                
10 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ps 75:8). 

congratulate him. He calls the bridegroom. Jesus has done all the 
work. He provides the wine, yet the bridegroom gets all the credit. 
 
This is what it means to be a Christian. It means to be someone 
who recognizes that you’re out. You’re empty. It means you 
recognize that Jesus has done all the work, and you are simply 
claiming the credit for what he has done. When he drinks your 
cup of justice and hands you the cup of joy you drink it. 
 
Application #2: Living the Christian life means continually 
coming back to the cup of joy, especially in our moments of 
sorrow. 
 
For a number in our church right now, this passage speaks deeply 
to us. Listen to me, this is for you: 
 
Jesus sat in the midst of a joyous festival already sipping the 
coming sorrow of the cross, so that you and I, when we sit in the 
midst of sorrow we can already begin to sip the coming joy. 
 
Jesus is not one in a long line of faithful sufferers. Jesus suffered 
unlike anyone else has ever suffered. Listen I have heard 
Christians say, “I’m going through my gethsemane right now.” 
 
No! Jesus went through your gethsemane so you will never go 
there. You’ll never be cut off. Your weeping may endure for a 
night. Joy dawns with the rising sun. 
 
Jesus sat in the midst of a joyous feast already sipping the coming 
sorrow, so that you and I can sit in sorrow, sipping the coming 
joy! 
 
Are you drinking from that fountain today? 
 
Let’s pray. 
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6	Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like 
the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of 
thunder, crying out,  

  “Hallelujah!  
  For the Lord our God  

the Almighty reigns.  
 7	 Let us rejoice and exult  

and give him the glory,  
  for the marriage of the Lamb has come,  

and his Bride has made herself ready;  
 8	 it was granted her to clothe herself  

with fine linen, bright and pure”—  

for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.  
9	And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who 

are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
11 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Re 19:6–9). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extra Material for Further Study: 
 
NOTHING IS BENEATH HIM 
 
John tells us that this was the first of Jesus signs in which he 
displayed his glory. Now that’s interesting. Notice that the first 
sign of Jesus wasn’t a really big sign. In fact, it’s kind of a small 
sign. Jesus doesn’t come out of the gate sprinting. He doesn’t heal 
a sick person. He doesn’t give a blind person their sight. He 
doesn’t bring someone back to life! He turns water into wine. The 
very first display of his glory is to wipe egg off of a couple 
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teenagers faces. He helps them avoid social embarrassment. 
 
And this miracle isn’t performed in Jerusalem. He doesn’t walk 
into the center of the capitol and command attention. He performs 
this miracle in Cana of Galilee—we don’t even know the exact 
location of this town anymore. 
 
Jesus chose obscurity over fame. He came not to be served but 
to serve.  
 
There’s nothing beneath him. Too often you and I treat God as if 
he could care less about the things that bother us. The things that 
threaten to cause us some embarrassment. We think, “Man, I’m 
really stressed out about my everything that’s coming at me at 
work, but I’m not going to bother God with that. He’s got bigger 
things to take care of. He’s got a universe to run.” 
 
Let me ask you a question, which of you parents, when your child 
is scarred about a monster under the bed, says, “Are you kidding 
me?  You’re coming to me with this? Can’t you see I’ve got more 
important things to do than help you feel better about something 
that isn’t even a real problem?!” 
 
Special Thanks: 
 
While many of my sermons are indebted to Dr. Timothy Keller of 
Redeemer Presbyterian Church this sermon is more heavily 
indebted than most. I simply want to acknowledge that I borrowed 
the tone and various phrases from his material throughout this 
sermon.  


