
Faith and Politics 
Week One: What Does the Bible Say About Politics? 

 
I remember when I first moved to Raleigh, NC in 2005. In my 
first week there I didn’t know where anything was, or how to get 
there. Anytime I wanted to get to the grocery, or find where a 
movie theater was I had to ask someone. 
 
And thankfully, they’d tell me, “To get to the grocery store take a 
right out of the development, go through the traffic circle, and in a 
couple miles the grocery store will be on your right.” 
 
And for the first few months I was perfectly happy receiving step-
by-step instructions on getting from Point-A to Point-B, but I 
knew that eventually I would need a working knowledge of the 
entire city.  
 
I would have to take out a large map and study it. I would need to 
know where the big landmarks of the city were. I would need to 
know the major interstates and highways. I would need to orient 
myself within the larger context of the city. 
 
I wanted to be competent enough with the overall layout of 
Raleigh that even if I didn’t have specific directions from where I 
was to where I needed to go that I could confidently navigate my 
way around town. 
 
The same is true with how we think of the Bible and politics. 
Most of us begin with questions like: 

• What does the Bible have to say about taxes, or 
immigration, or diplomacy, or abortion. 

• What does the Bible say about who to vote for? 
• Which policies does the Bible support, and which policies 

does it reject? 

Those are all great questions. And many people are willing to give 
step-by-step directions on getting from point-A to point-B. 

But the question I’m interested in this morning is this: What 
if there is a bigger map of what God is doing politically in this 
world? Instead of beginning with step-by-step directions, what if 
we asked to look at a map of the entire city?  
 
What if the Bible isn’t just a random assortment of verses that 
speak to individual issues? What if the whole Bible is more like a 
giant map of God’s plan for creation.  
 
How should we read the large, overarching story that the Bible is 
telling and apply the contours and shape of that over-arching story 
to how we think about politics.  
 
What if we were competent enough with the overall layout of the 
Bible that even if we didn’t have a specific verse to tell us what to 
think about a political issue, we could still confidently navigate 
our way through our political life? 
 
What is the overarching story of the Bible? What are the major 
landmarks?  
 
CREATION 
 
In the very first chapters of the Bible we’re told that God created 
the heavens and the earth. He created everything out of nothing, 
he shaped what he created, and he called his word good. 
 
Human beings were made by God as the pinnacle of his creative 
work. We’re made in his image and likeness.  
 
God set man and woman on earth as his divine representatives of 
his authority. He gave them commands to fill the earth and to 
subdue the earth—in our original charter, God commands us to 
join him in his creative work. Just as God has taken the chaos of 
creation and shaped it into mountains and valleys, rivers and seas, 
human beings are to take the raw materials of nature and shape 
and refine them. 
 
Look at Genesis 1 with me: 



 
28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over 
the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over 
every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29 And God said, 
“Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the 
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall 
have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to 
every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the 
earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 
green plant for food.” And it was so. 
 
You know what this is? This is God’s establishment of his 
governmental relationship with humans. You might ask, “What 
does the doctrine of creation teach us about government and 
politics? 
 
Well, consider this: the doctrine of creation tells us that 
government is good. 
 
From the very beginning, human beings have lived under 
government. There, in the garden, Adam and Eve we’re not 
autonomous individuals living in a world free of government. 
 
They were royal subjects living in a kingdom. God was the 
omnipotent king of all creation.  
 
Government and politics are not something God put in place after 
things got messed up. Government has been one of God’s good 
gifts to humans from the beginning. 
 
You were made to live under governmental authority. 
Specifically, you were made to live under the authority of your 
king. 
 
Few things challenge our modern ideas of autonomy and 
individualism as the thought that we were created to live under a 
government—but it’s true. 

• You were created to live under God’s divine and gracious 
authority. You were made for him. 

• You were made to live under the authority of your parents. 
God has given them special charge over you. 

• You were created to live under national authorities that 
God has providentially established. 

• And, if you are a Christian, you were created to live under 
the authority of a local congregation of other Christians. 

The institution of government is good because it’s a part of God’s 
created order. You are created in God’s image and you were made 
to live under governmental authority. 

FALL 
 
But we aren’t just a created race, the Bible says we are a fallen 
race. 
 
When God established his governmental rule over the human race 
he the human race one law, and we find it in Genesis 2: 
 
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of 
Eden to work it and keep it. 16 And the LORD God commanded 
the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, 
17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not 
eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”  
 
We find out in the next chapter that Eve was deceived by the 
serpent and out of a desires to usurp God’s authority and rule, 
both Adam and his wife broke their relationship with God and 
broke his law. 
 
As Don Carson says, “This is the rebellion of the creature against 
the creator…It’s the arrogant and futile cry, ‘I will be God!’ 
Consumed by our own self-focus, we desire to dominate or 
manipulate others: here is the beginning of fences. It is the 
creature swinging his puny fist in the face of his Maker and 



saying, in effect, “If you don’t see things my way, I’ll make my 
own gods. I’ll be my own God.” 
 
What are the consequences of our rebellion? For starters… death. 
We die to God. Our hearts no longer beat for him. We die 
physically. Immediately after Genesis three you find the first 
genealogy in the Bible, and the constant refrain in that list of 
names is, “And he died…and he died… and he died…” 
 
But there are more consequences than death. Even while we are 
physically alive our spiritual rebellion against God blinds us. We 
call this depravity. 
 
When you hold a compass in your hand, a rightly working 
compass points north. But if you bend the arm of the compass it 
can no longer be trusted for navigation. 
 
When human beings rebelled against God the Apostle Paul tells 
us that the compass of both our hearts and our minds was bent. 
 
Our hearts no longer desire that which is good. Our minds which 
at one time understood and believed the truth, now work to distort 
and misrepresent truth to our own advantage. 
 
So, what does the doctrine of the Fall teach us about government 
and politics? 
 
For starters, we learn that government is necessary. Because 
human beings are turned in on themselves and will pervert justice 
to their own advantage we need government. 
 
We need governments to set laws. We need governments that will 
protect freedoms. And we need governments to punish law-
breakers. 
We’ll return to this passage later in the series but listen to what 
Paul says in Romans 13: 
 
For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would 
you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is 

good, and you will receive his approval, 4 for he is God’s servant 
for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not 
bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger 
who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 
 
God establishes governments as extensions of his own rule and 
judgement. Good governments act as representatives of God’s 
judgement. 
 
The doctrine of the Fall teaches us that we’re all sinners—we’re 
law breakers—who need governments to define and execute law. 
 
But there’s a problem—these governments that we set up—who 
are we going to allow to serve in those governments? 
 
Sinners just like us. Just as people can violate the rights of others, 
governments can too. 
 
Even the best candidates of political office are sinners. Every 
single candidate you and I have ever pulled the lever for is a 
broken human being in need of God’s mercy and redemption. 
 
Church, how often do you pray for those in our government? 
The doctrine of the fall should cause you to constantly pray 
for those in authority. You should pray that our sovereign God 
would use the governments of this earth to establish and preserve 
justice. 
 
You should pray that God would show the nations of this world 
mercy in the election of men and women who will work for the 
common good of their people. 
 
You should pray that God would remove those who would cause 
harm.  
You should know who holds the seats of power in our city, state 
and nation and you should pray for them by name. Even the ones 
you disagree with. Pray God’s mercy and blessing on them. 
 



As we’re looking at this map of the Bible the next major landmark 
we see is… 
 
REDEMPTION 
 
The coming of the Son of God in human flesh—his life, death, 
resurrection and ascension holds incredible significance for 
politics. 
 
Here’s what I want you to see: the mission of the Son of God 
2,000 years ago was God’s re-establishment of his kingdom on 
earth. And Jesus establishes this kingdom in two stages: 
 
In his earthly life Jesus Christ came to gather rebels, turn them 
into adopted sons and daughters of the King, and make them 
citizens of the kingdom.  
 
How’d he do that? By living an obedient life before God and 
dying under the weight of our sin. When we shook our fist in 
God’s face we earned the just judgement of God. 
 
And when God’s hammer stroke of justice fell—it didn’t fall on 
us—it fell upon Jesus, and he was crushed beneath it. 
 
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in 
him we might become the righteousness of God.  
 
God substituted his own Son for you. The righteous for the 
unrighteous. 
 
And when you come simply by faith and trust that in what Christ 
has done for you—you are born again into a new kingdom. 
You’re given a new name. Jesus Christ is ruling and reigning in 
the hearts of those who have experienced his grace. 
 
Friend, today if you are not a Christian—you can trust what Jesus 
Christ has done to rescue you from your own sin, and from God’s 
wrath.  
 

Listen to how Paul describes the redemption of Christ in 
Colossians 1: 
 
He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred 
us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have 
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  
 
The bullseye of the new people that God is creating is not in a 
nation—not Israel, not America—in Christ God is drawing a 
people without geographic borders—made up of disciples rom 
every tribe, tongue, and nation. 
 
When we look at the big map of the Bible, the landmark of 
Redemption should cause us to remember Jesus’ call to his 
disciples to be the “salt of the earth.” 
 
Salt kept meat from spoiling. And this metaphor that Jesus uses is 
a call for Christians to go out into the world. Salt can’t do its work 
if it’s stuck in the shaker. 
 
Jesus calls Christians to rub themselves into every area of society 
and culture in order to have a redemptive and restraining 
influence on this world’s natural tendency to decline and spoil. 
 
Those who have been transformed by the mercy and grace of 
Christ become agents of mercy and grace in the world. Those who 
have the hope of Christ and the resurrection become beacons of 
hope in their homes. Those who love the law of God work for 
justice in their communities. 
 
Lake Wylie Baptist—one of my prayers for our church is that 
we’d be known as a place of mercy in our community. I pray that 
we’d serve our neighbors so well that if our church ever ceased to 
exist, our community would mourn the loss. 
 
The landmark of redemption calls us out into the world to both 
preach the gospel—and to work for the renewal and preservation 
of society. 
 



The final landmark we see on our big map of the Bible is… 
 
RESTORATION 
 
While we have experienced the new kingdom life of God through 
faith in Christ—we live in the realm of God’s saving grace… but 
we are still waiting on the realm of God’s righteousness, justice 
and blessing. 
 
In Psalm 72 we see that when the kingdom of God finds its 
culmination on the earth: 
 

• God will defend the cause of the poor, and will give 
deliverance to orphans. 

• His dominion will stretch over the face of the earth, and 
grain will grow on the mountain tops. 

• Swords are beaten into plowshares. 
• Lions lie down with lambs. 

It’s the complete reordering of all of creation.  

You and I currently live between two worlds. We live in between 
the fallen world and the restored world, and this has a profound 
influence on how we think of politics. 

When you realize that this world will not be made right until 
Christ returns and sets up his throne on this earth—that’s the 
moment you stop putting you ultimate hopes in this world. 

That’s the moment you stop putting your ultimate hopes in 
politics. It’s the moment you realize that no human government 
can ever produce the kingdom. 

It’s the moment you realize that democracy has an expiration 
date. It’s wonderful in this age—but it will one day be supplanted 
by a divine monarchy.  

And when all of this sinks down into your heart it releases you to 
finally love and serve your nation without becoming a slave to it. 

Electing the candidate, you like in office won’t give you more 
excitement than your salvation. An election that doesn’t go your 
way won’t crush you.  
 
When you set your eyes on the coming kingdom you stop laying 
up political treasures for yourselves that moths and rust and 
supreme court justices can destroy—instead you lay up treasure 
that will endure forever. 
 
The culmination of the Bible is a new heaven and a new earth. 
And Jesus Christ will reign there as king. We won’t vote him into 
office. He can’t be impeached out of office.  
 
And until that day we’ll echo the Apostle Paul that…Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners, of whom we are the foremost. 
16	But we received mercy for this reason, that in us, as the 
foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an 
example to those who were to believe in him for eternal life. 17	To 
the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor 
and glory forever and ever. Amen.  
 
 


