
Faith & Politics 
Week Four: Christian Conscience and Liberty 

 
If you have a copy of the Scripture begin opening to Romans 14. 
If you’re using one of the Bibles in the pew rack our text can be 
found on page 948. 
 
This is the final week our series on Faith and Politics—and today 
we’re asking this question: 
 
What do you do with two Christians disagree about a political 
issue? They support different candidates. They are convicted 
about different policies. 
 
Both believe in God the Father Almighty maker of heaven and 
earth, and Jesus Christ, his only begotten son … both have 
submitted to membership in a church that preaches the Bible. 
Both have a passion for prayer, and sending missionaries to the 
nations---  
 
but their consciences lead them to fall on different sides of the 
political aisle… what are they to do about that? How are they to 
think of one another? Who’s right?  
 
Do they need to have uniform convictions to experience unity and 
fellowship? 
 
Let’s begin by reading from Romans 14:5 — 
 
5 One person esteems one day as better than another, while 
another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully 
convinced in his own mind. 6 The one who observes the day, 
observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor 
of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who 
abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 
7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 
8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the 
Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 

Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he 
might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.  
10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God; 11 for it is written,  
 
                  “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,  
      and every tongue shall confess to God.”  
 
12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.  
 
The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ro 14:5–12). Wheaton: 
Standard Bible Society. 
 
Allow me to summarize this passage: 
 
In the first years of the church, people were converting to 
Christianity from a variety of religious backgrounds. There were 
devoutly monotheist Jews who sat in church services next to 
pagan Romans who believed in a pantheon of deities. 
 
And those first Christians had been taught the essentials of 
the faith— 

• there is only one God, reveal in the persons of the Father, 
Son and the Holy Spirit.  

• Jesus Christ was the savior who took away their sins at the 
cross.  

• Salvation is by faith in Christ and it is a gift of God’s 
grace.  

• They knew that Christ had been raised from the dead and 
that he had promised to return to the earth to establish his 
kingdom. 

But those first Christians, like many of us had questions, 
discussions, and even disagreements about the non-essentials 
of the faith.  
 
For instance—Jews who had converted to Christianity had always 
set aside Saturday to worship God. But many of the Gentile 



believers thought that worshipping on Sunday was proper because 
Jesus had been raise from the dead on Sunday—so it was to be the 
Lord’s day. 
 
That’s why Paul says, “One person esteems one day as better than 
the other,” in verse 5.  
 
Many of the Christians in Rome had formerly been pagans who 
attended the various temples and sacrifices to the Roman gods. 
When animals were sacrificed in the Romans temples, the meat 
from those sacrifices would be sold in the market place. 
 
And now, these pagans who had converted to Christians wanted 
to know—can we eat meat that has been sacrificed to a false god 
in a Roman temple? Some said, “Yes.” Some said, “No.” Who 
was right? 
 
Well, as we wrap up this series on Faith and Politics, I want to 
take Paul’s instructions to these first century Roman 
Christians about what to do when the people who love Jesus 
disagree and apply his teaching to our political and church 
life.  
 
And the first exhortation we see Paul give in this passage is that 
we should… 
 
-- WORK TOWARDS DEVELOPING CHRIST HONORING 
CONVICTIONS 
 
Notice in verse 5 that Paul says, Each one should be fully 
convinced in his own mind. 
 
Christians are to work towards their own convictions about issues 
and questions the Bible doesn’t give crystal clear answers on.  
 

• The Bible isn’t going to tell you which candidate to vote 
for.  

• The Bible doesn’t give us a policy manual for 
immigration. 

• When you look in the back of your Bible there isn’t a 
section for map, diagrams of the temple of Solomon and 
also a spreadsheet for 21st century American tax rates. 

But the fact that the Bible doesn’t give straightforward answers on 
those questions doesn’t mean we aren’t to develop opinions and 
convictions.  
 
Paul tells us we should work towards Christ honoring convictions. 
We’re to be fully convinced in our own minds. 
 
Notice, though, that our convictions are not that we might be 
pleased—these convictions are to honor Christ: 
 
Verse 6 - 6 The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of 
the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord,  
 
Friend, your highest priority when forming a political opinion 
isn’t your own gain, it isn’t to fit in with a particular party, it isn’t 
to privilege a certain class of people. The highest priority for a 
Christian is that our convictions would honor Jesus. 
 
So, how can you form political convictions that honor Jesus? 
 

• Begin by forming convictions that honor his Word. 
Nothing would be more honoring to Jesus than Christians 
who are going to the Bible to form their opinions.   

o Read your Bible.  
o Regularly attend worship and listen to the careful 

exposition of the Bible.  
o Attend Equipping Hour at 9am to be formed by the 

Bible. Next week, brother David Grose will be 
starting a study through the book of Malachi.  

o If the Bible is clear on an issue—you be clear on 
the issue. If the Bible isn’t as clear on a political 
issue—then don’t be as dogmatic about it.  

But rely on the Word of God to help you develop Christ honoring 
convictions. 



• I also want to warn you. I want to warn you of a phrase 
that I hear Christians use frequently when sharing their 
personal convictions. Here it is—you ready for it? 

o “God has told me.” 
o I can remember going to seminary and taking a 

class on preaching. My professor, Dr. Akin, stood 
at the front of the class and said, “It’s the job of the 
preacher to stand before a people and declare, 
‘Thus sayeth the Lord.’ And if you’re going to say, 
‘Thus sayeth the Lord,’ you had best be sure the 
Lord sayeth.” 

• Friend—be careful when you begin sentences with: 
o “God told me” 
o “The Lord has laid this on my heart” 
o Or “I believe this with all my heart.” 

The danger in that phrase is that no one can argue with it. No one 
can deny it. It’s completely subjective. Be careful that you aren’t 
creating a law where God has given no law. Be careful that you 
aren’t binding someone’s conscience where the Bible leaves their 
conscience free to believe otherwise. 
 
Let me encourage you—this would bless your pastor’s heart: 
work on beginning sentences with these words, “The Bible 
says…” or “Scripture says…” and if you can’t quote a verse, just 
say, “I think…” 
 
Work towards developing Christ honoring convictions that 
are based upon his Word. 
 
Next Paul tells us that… 
 
-- WE BELONG TO CHRIST BEFORE WE BELONG TO A 
POLITICAL PARTY 
 
Verse 8: For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die 
to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are 
the Lord’s. 9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he 
might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

 
The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ro 14:8-9). Wheaton: 
Standard Bible Society. 
 
Paul’s goal is to get the Christians in Rome to look at one another 
and stop saying, “He’s a Saturday worshipper.” “She’s a Sunday 
worshipper.” And to get them to look at one another as fellow 
blood-bought servants of Jesus. 
 
He’s saying—long before you belonged to the Saturday or 
Sunday group—you belonged to the Jesus group. Because God 
the Father chose you for himself from the foundations of the 
world—and he sent his Son to accomplish your salvation. 
 
Are you living unto Christ, or are you living unto your political 
convictions? Are you living as if your political identity is more 
true and central than your identity as a blood-bought servant of 
Christ? Are you opening your heart to people who disagree with 
you? 
 
I don’t mean that you have to agree with them, or abandon 
your own convictions— but could you sit and have a meal and 
conversation with them? Would you joyously buy them 
groceries if they were struggling financially? 
 
You see, over the past few decades of watching the talking heads 
on Fox News and CNN this nation has embraced new definitions 
of unity, friendship. We’ve exchanged unity for uniformity, and 
we only befriend people who completely agree with us.  
 
We are in danger in today’s church of looking at other people 
only through the red and blue lenses of the political divide and 
forgetting to see them first through the eyes of a dying savior. 
 
Jesus’ sacrifice for you today isn’t based on your political views. 
Jesus lived and died and was raised in order that he might be 
master over the entire range of our lives and free us from petty 
political tyrannies. 
 



We are to love Jesus more than we are to love being right. We 
are to love those for whom Christ has died more than we are to 
love being right. 
 
We belong to Jesus long before we belong to a political party. 
 
Finally, Paul tells us that… 
 
-- WE FORM CONVICTIONS KNOWING WE’LL GIVE AN 
ACCOUNT 
 
Verse 10: 10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, 
why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God; 
 
I love how Eugene Peterson comments on this verse. He says: 
 
So where does that leave you when you criticize a brother? 
And where does that leave you when you condescend to a 
sister? I’d say it leaves you looking pretty silly—or worse. 
Eventually, we’re all going to end up kneeling side by side in 
the place of judgment, facing God. 
 
Isn’t it just possible, that in our fallen state we’re often blind to 
our own error-ridden convictions. Can’t we just admit for a 
moment that when the last day comes, and the Lord judges both 
our actions and our motivations—that he will have some 
correcting to do on that day?  
 

• Wouldn’t it be great if we got really good at kneeling 
down now?  

• Confessing our the limits of our understanding now?  
• Gathering with brothers and sisters for whom the bond 

Christ is greater than the bond of politics now.  
• Singing out God’s provision for us poor weary sinners 

now? 
• And committing to sitting for years under the proclaimed 

Word of God that we might be shaped and fashioned for 
that final day? 

Friend, the thing that has the most shaping influence in your life 
may very well be this consecrated—set-apart-for-God’s-use-hour 
when you begin to love your enemies, bear with those you 
disagree with, forgive those who trespass you, and pray for those 
who spitefully use you. 
 
The local church—and specifically the gathered worship of that 
local church are God’s plan for shaping Christians whose 
convictions are prepared to stand before God on the final day to 
give an account. 
 
Friend, if you are here today and you are not a Christian—I 
wonder if you know what the Bible has to say about you as it 
concerns God’s judgement. 
 
In this same letter to the church at Rome listen to what Paul says: 
 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and 
are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is 
in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the 
present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one 
who has faith in Jesus.  
 
The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Ro 3:23–26). Wheaton: 
Standard Bible Society. 
 
Friend the Word of God says that you have transgressed, you have 
broken God’s law—and you have fallen short of his standard. 
And because God is a just God—because he’s a good judge who 
knows everything you have done—he has every right to condemn 
you. 
 
And yet—God tells us that he has every desire to justify us—to 
declare that we are right with him. And they way that he does that 
is through what his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ has done for us. 
God put forth Jesus to be your propitiation—this means that Jesus 



took into himself all of God’s judgement against your sin, so that 
God could look on you in favor. 
 
It’s as if you were pulled over by an officer for going 75 in a 
55phm zone. He comes to your window and tells you that the 
penalty is a $100 fine. And so you say to the officer, “I don’t have 
any money. I can’t pay the fine. So the officer sends you to court. 
 
When the judge takes his stand he tells you that you are being 
charged with driving 75 in a 55. He asks how you plead, and you 
say guilty. He says, “Ok, the penalty is a $100 fine.” So you tell 
the judge that you don’t have the money to pay the fine. There’s 
no way you can pay it.  
 
And the judge, stands up, takes off his black robe, walks down 
from the bench, stands next to you, and places a $100 bill on the 
stand. He walks back up to the stand, puts his robe back on, bangs 
the gavel and says the penalty has been paid in full. 
 
Friends—Romans 3 tells you that God is something like that 
judge. He must be just. And because we are guilty the fine must 
be paid—and God will not be an unjust judge. 
 
And though he has every right to condemn you—God has 
every desire to save you.  
 
And so, the eternal Son of God, because of his obedience to his 
Father, and out of love for you took off the robes of his glory, 
came to earth and stood beside you.  
And every broken law that smudged your record was transferred 
to Christ at the cross. God passed over your sins. And if you will 
come to Christ and trust that he has come to remove your sins 
through his cross the Father in heaven will bang the gavel today 
and declared—“You are guilty, but the debt has been paid. You 
are declared right with me.” 
 
Won’t you come to him now and cast yourself upon his grace?  
Christian, won’t you carefully consider your own convictions in 
light of his coming judgement? Let’s pray. 

 
 
 


