
“When God Makes You Wait” 
Habakkuk: Joy in Sorrow 

Habakkuk 1:12-2:1 
 
Every week of this series we’ve asked a question: In the midst of 
sorrow, how can we find joy?  
 
Every week we’ve said that Habakkuk shows us a new depth of 
spiritual formation that cannot be produced through gladness 
alone. This kind of deep, and anchored spiritual life must be lived 
and borne in and through suffering. 
 
We’re now three weeks in—and this is the point at which most 
churches are wrapping up the book. There’s three chapters. 
Three weeks of sermons. And we still have 5 more weeks after this 
one. 
 
There are a few reasons why we’re taking 8 weeks to work 
through this book, and it’s not because we want to be gloomy 
Christians. We aren’t here to throw a pity party. We aren’t here to 
be Eeyore. He’s the one always saying things like: 
 
“It’s such a nice day. I guess I’ll have to get used to it.” 
 
1. We know that for most people, times of suffering don’t last 3 
weeks then magically change back into happiness. 
 
2. We also know that the emotions that Habakkuk experienced 
weren’t short-lived—and so to really take him seriously – we need 
to take him slowly. 
 
3. We know, from reading the Scriptures, that there is a long gap 
between the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil in Genesis 
3 and the Tree of Life in Revelation 22. 
 
You see, in our 21st century Western world of convenience and 
personal fulfillment one of the lies we have drank deep is this: 
 

“Life is mostly happy and easy, and occasionally there 
is sorrow, but it’s only a brief interruption. So you 
shouldn’t have to be patient and wait.” 
 
And the implication of that lie is this: if you are going through a 
drawn-out period of pain and suffering then you are experiencing 
something out of the ordinary. 
 
This is how confused we are—in a post Genesis 3 world that is 
under the curse of God we’re surprised and even offended when 
we experience pain. 
 
And so, Habakkuk acts as a kind of smelling salts. This book 
arouses our consciousness. It wakes us up. It sobers us up to 
reality. So, let’s slow down to let truth sink in and anchor us for 
troubling times by attending to two truths in this text: 
 
1. THE REALITY OF WAITING 
2. THE FOUNDATION OF WAITING 
 
1. THE REALITY OF WAITING  
 
Notice that the text is basically broken down into two parts. In the 
first section Habakkuk is laying out his complaint. And this is the 
second complaint in the book. Now, if this is your first Sunday in 
the series, let me catch you up quickly: 
 
In his first complaint, Habakkuk couldn’t understand why God 
was allowing his own people to disregard his commands. The 
nation was engaged in offering their children as human sacrifices. 
The temple of the Lord was full of idols. 
 
And the Lord answered Habakkuk by telling him that he was 
going to do the unexpected. He was raising up a nation—the 
Babylonians to come in and judge Israel. Babylon was conquering 
all of the world—and soon God would allow them to conquer his 
own people. 
 



So, in response to God’s answer, Habakkuk offers a second 
complaint which we’ll examine in a moment. But in 2:1 
Habakkuk says: 
 

I will take my stand at my watchpost 
and station myself on the tower, 

and look out to see what he will say to me, 
and what I will answer concerning my complaint. 

 
The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Hab 2:1). Wheaton: 

Standard Bible Society. 
 
Essentially, Habakkuk has said, “I’m going to wait. I’ve brought 
my complaint to God, and now I’m taking up my post to wait and 
see what he does, or how he answers.” 
 
In this verse, Habakkuk tells us something that we already know. 
And it’s something we hate, and yet it’s something that’s utterly 
essential to our spiritual formation. He tells us that at the end 
of the day—one of the basic realities of our life is 
waiting. 
 
I don’t know if you realize how much time we spend waiting in 
our lives. A recent study showed that Americans wait: 
 

• On average 32 minutes every time they visit a doctor. 
• 28 minutes in security lines whenever they travel. 
• 21 minutes for a spouse to get ready to go out. 
• 13 hours annually on hold for customer service. 
• 38 hours a year waiting in traffic. 

The study said that the average American will spend a cumulative 
6 months of their life waiting for things.  
 
But, if the book of Habakkuk teaches us anything, it teaches us 
that the average human being spends closer to 70 years of their 
life waiting—because waiting is one of the basic realities of life. 
Waiting isn’t just a reality at the DMV. Waiting is one of the most 
basic realities in times of sorrow and suffering.  

 
• You go to God. You lay out your pain and circumstances 

to him, and you wait.  
• You’re in the hospital. You aren’t sure why this is 

happening to you, you ask God for answers, and you wait. 
• The relationships in your family are weakening. Someone 

in the family is making destructive decisions, you bring 
your requests and your heart to God, and you wait. 

• You’re working your job with as much integrity and 
humility as you can, and yet you’re still being maligned, 
undermined, or neglected by your co-workers and your 
boss. So, you spend hours in prayer asking God for 
wisdom and mercy, and you wait. 

Waiting is a basic reality in times of suffering.  
 
There are several people in our church who are in the middle of 
several years of waiting. Some of you—you were waiting through 
pain when I got here in May of 2016—and you’re still waiting. 
 
You still don’t have all the answers. You still haven’t come 
through the other side of the storm. You’re still waiting. 
 
Some of you have just entered a time of waiting. Over the past 
year your life has shifted and changed and now you’ve got more 
questions than answers. You have more confusion than clarity. 
 
If that’s you today you need to hear this: waiting is a 
basic reality of your spiritual life. You’re just experiencing, 
first hand, up-close-and-personal a post-Genesis 3 world.  
 
And there is a temptation for you to believe that in your time of 
waiting-- you’re experiencing something out of the ordinary. 
You’re experiencing something that you don’t really have to 
experience. 
 
This is a simple, yet profound truth that I was struck with this 
week. We live in a time and place of so much convenience. So 



much prosperity. So many opportunities. Watch any commercial. 
Read any magazine. And what do you hear? 
 
The normal state of human existence is happiness. The standard 
is ease. The ordinary is living life to the fullest. 
 
And so, therefore, if you are waiting through a time of 
dissatisfaction. If you are in the middle of years of sadness, then 
you are abnormal, unusual, and bizarre.   
 
In fact, there’s an entire brand of theology that would have you 
believe that since God wants the best for you—if you’ll just 
exercise enough faith, then your problems will go away. That if 
you’ll just pull yourself up by the bootstraps of positive thinking, 
then you can flourish physically, and materially. 
 
Friends, the Bible doesn’t have much to say about the power of 
positive thinking. But it has a lot to say about the reality of 
waiting.  
 
I realize this message is so basic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. THE FOUNDATION OF WAITING 
 
What was it that kept Habakkuk in the game? What gave him 
fortitude and commitment? What was the foundation that 
Habakkuk could firmly stand on during times of confusion and 
suffering? 
 
Then answer is his theology. His beliefs. Your beliefs, more than 
anything else, make you who you are. And in times of suffering, 
confusion, and pain  
 

Thomas Watson said there are basically two kinds of people. He 
called them meteors and stars. Meteors are just as bright as stars, 
but they have no staying power. They aren’t anchored in place. 
The flash across the sky but they disintegrate. 
 
Stars, on the other hand are people who are fixed in place. The 
brilliance of their life isn’t short lived. Every night they’re there. In 
place. Stable. Enduring. 
 
And Watson said the difference between meteors and stars is that 
stars are anchored in right beliefs about who God is.  
 
And the reason that Habakkuk has so much stability and 
buoyancy in the middle of protracted suffering is that Habakkuk 
has filled his mind with truth about God. He’s anchored himself 
deep in who God is. Look at 1:12 with me: 
 
1:12 – “Are you not from everlasting, O Lord my God, my 
Holy One?” 
 
In this one verse alone Habakkuk has laid an immovable 
theological foundation about God. 
 

• He’s saying—God I know you are eternal. I know that you 
don’t operate on my time-tables. I know that in the past, 
long before I was born, you made a covenant to rescue 
your people. You pre-date me so I know that you’ll outlast 
this current situation. 

• He says, “You’re the Holy One.” He says, “God I know 
that you are the one who always does what is right. You 
are holy. You cannot commit evil. I know this about you. 
I’m going to build my life on truth. All other ground is 
sinking sand—but the fact that you are Holy is solid 
ground. 

• And he isn’t just talking about God in the abstract—he 
says, “My God. My Holy One.” God isn’t an impersonal 
force for Habakkuk. He has claimed this Holy One in 
personal trust and faith. In essence, he’s saying, “All this 



theology I’m spouting isn’t just theoretical knowledge—it’s 
a personal relationship and trust that I have embraced.” 

Look at verse 13: 
 
“You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at 
wrong…” 
 

• He says “Lord, I know who you are. You’re pure. You’re 
unblemished in your moral record.” 

 
In fact, one of the questions Habakkuk has is this: 
 
God, since I know you to be pure, how can you use people who 
are more wicked than Israel to judge Israel? If you are so pure, 
then how can you even look at these Chaldeans.  
 
And the natural response. The human response would be to 
change his views on God. The natural response would be for 
Habakkuk to look at his circumstances and then shape his views 
about God. 
 
In other words. It would be so easy for Habakkuk so begin with 
his problems. To begin with his circumstances. To begin with the 
physical evidence in front of him. To elevate his own abilities to 
reason and rationalize. To elevate his own abilities to understand 
and find truth. 
 
And so he could have easily said, “I thought that God was good. 
But now I’m looking around at what is happening to me so I need 
to modify my theology.” 
 
But Habakkuk hasn’t built his life on his own abilities. He hasn’t 
set his own reason as the foundation of truth in his life. He hasn’t 
made himself the center of the universe and the arbiter of truth.  
 
He doesn’t begin with himself. He doesn’t begin with his 
circumstances. He doesn’t start on earth and work his way to 
heaven. He begins with God and what God has revealed. His 

foundation for waiting is what he knows about God. And then he 
has to bring his circumstances into focus through the lens of what 
he knows about God. 
 
Friend, if you are trying to bring God into focus through the lens 
of suffering you will always end up with a fuzzy view of God. If 
you are constantly focused on your pain and your problems as if 
they are the foundation of your life then you will always end up 
with a twisted and warped view of God. 
 
Right now the state fair of North Carolina is going on. I love the 
state fair. I love the livestock shows, and I love the food more than 
anything. There is nothing like walking around people watching 
at the state fair with a giant deep-fried turkey leg in one hand and 
a kielbasa in the other. 
 
And one of the attractions they always have at the fair is the Fun 
House. You know what that is. It’s that house that has all the 
different mirrors in it. So, you walk in front of this mirror and it 
makes your head look tiny and your body huge. Then you walk in 
front of this one and it’s wavy and so you look like and hourglass. 
 
What those mirrors do to your perception of yourself is what pain 
and suffering will do to your view of God if you don’t have a 
bedrock of revealed truth beneath your feet. 
 
The circumstances of your life will warp and twist your view of 
reality. And what you have to do is train yourself, against the 
warping effects of pain to think on truth. 
 
You have to train yourself to think on, to dwell on, to meditate on 
truth. We naturally think on lies. We naturally dwell on 
distractions. We naturally meditate on what’s hurting us. 
 

• We often think, “Why did he say that about me,” when we 
should be thinking, “God, regardless of what they said, I 
know what you have said about me.” 
 



• We often think, “Why is this happening to me,” when we 
should be thinking, “Lord, I know what I deserve, and in 
your mercy you have given me far better than what I 
deserve.” 

• Too often our eyes are on our circumstances instead of our 
savior. 

• Too often our ears are trained to the voices of those who 
hate us, instead of tuned to the voice of the one who loves 
us and died for us. 

 
You and I naturally fixate on our problems—and I don’t want to 
sound as if your problems aren’t real. Evil is real. Pain is real. 
Suffering is real.  
 
But your problems, your painful circumstances, even the worst 
evil in the world are not the fundamental object of reality.  
 
God is the object of reality. And his revealed Word is the 
definitive source of objective knowledge. Are you training yourself 
to think on truth? 
 
Are you laying a foundation of God’s word in your heart over and 
against the lies that you’re told? 
 
You may ask, “But how can I trust that God will take care of me?” 
In the midst of all the evidence that God has forgotten me, how 
can I trust that he is still here? 
 
And the answer is that you and I got to see something that 
Habakkuk never saw. He get to look back and read about what 
Habakkuk had to look forward to and hope for. 
 
Here was Habakkuk’s question:  
 
How can a faithful God use a treacherous people to judge Israel?  
 

Israel is more righteous than their oppressors...so how can God 
use justly use a people who are more wicked than Israel to judge 
Israel’s sins? 
 
The cross is the supreme place where someone who was truly 
more righteous than his oppressors suffered. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


