
 TEACH US TO PRAY: 
The Lord’s Prayer from Matthew 6:9-13 

 
“Hallowed be Thy Name” 

Matthew 6:9b 
 

How do you choose a name for your child? It’s one of the 
first questions expecting parents think about. As soon as 
the pregnancy test comes back positive, husband and wife 
look at one another and, without even talking, they 
understand the need to choose a good name. 
 
We pour through books of names. We search the internet 
for the most popular names of 2020. We compare names 
with our spouse to see which ones they like.  “What about, 
‘Daniel?’” “O, no! I knew a Daniel in 2nd grade and he put 
gum in my hair.” 
 
Names can tie us to our family history. Anyone a 
“Junior?” Names can also remind us of world history. 
There’s a reason we might name our child “Winston,” and 
not, “Adolf.” “Jane,” not “Jezebel.” 
 
We obsess over what to name our children, and we do it 
because we know that names are significant. And that’s 
especially true when it’s applied to the name of God. As 
we continue our study through the Lord’s Prayer this 
week, we examine the first petition: “Hallowed be Thy 
Name.” And last week we said that God has blessed our 
church by filling it with all kinds of people. We have new 
Christians in the room who are just learning to pray. 
Others of you have been praying for years, and some of 
you have not yet turned to Christ as your savior. 
Nonetheless, the Lord’s Prayer has something to teach all 

of us. So, as we read God’s Word it’s my prayer that you 
would understand the God of the Bible even more, learn 
how to pray to him, and if you aren’t a Christian—I pray 
that you would turn to Christ today in faith. 
 
So, if you have a Bible begin opening it up to Matthew’s 
gospel, chapter 6 and verse 9. If you are using one of the 
Bibles provided, you’ll find our text on page 811. As a 
reminder, our pew Bibles are in the ESV, but we are 
reciting and preaching from the King James Version. 
 

9 After this manner therefore pray ye: 
 
Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  
10 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in 
heaven.  
11 Give us this day our daily bread.  
12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil:  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for 
ever.  
Amen. 
 
Now, if you’ll let your eyes come back up the passage to 
verse 6, today we are going to focus on those 4 words, 
“Hallowed by thy name.” And those four words teach us 3 
truths: Reverence God’s Name, Represent God’s 
Character, and Tell the World of God’s Goodness. 
 
I. REVERENCE GOD’S NAME 
 
When we come to these four words, “Hallowed be thy 
name,” it’s crucial to understand that these words are not 
a part of the address. Many times, when people say the 



Lord’s Prayer, they think of “hallowed be thy name,” as 
the second part of the address. It’s like saying, “Our Father 
which art in heaven, your name is holy.” But notice that’s 
not how the prayer is structured. “Hallowed be thy 
name,” is not stating the fact that God’s name is hallowed. 
It’s actually a request. It’s a petition. It’s the first petition 
of the prayer.  
 
God’s “name” in the Bible regularly stands for the person 
he has revealed himself to be. All that he is, is summed up 
in his name. And, therefore, to hallow his name means to 
hallow him.  
 
But what does it mean to “Hallow” something? The word 
“hallowed” in the KJV is an old English word that also 
means “holy” or “set apart” So, to hallow something is to 
set it apart as unique and worthy of reverence, worthy 
of honor.  
 
And notice, as well, that this is a request, “Hallowed be 
thy name.” When we pray these words, we are asking God 
to do something with his own name. We’re praying that 
he would make his name separate, set apart, and 
reverenced; which leads us to ask a question.  Is God’s 
name not holy? I thought holiness was a basic attribute of 
God. How could his name lack holiness such that we 
should ask for it? 
 
Well, the fact is that God’s name is holy. There is nothing 
lacking in his name. There is nothing inadequate in God or 
his name. What is lacking, what is inadequate, what is 
missing is a holy reverence for God’s name on the 
earth. The human beings that God created have not, and 
do not ascribe to God’s name the kind of worth and value, 

and reverence that he is due. 
In fact, if you look down a few lines you’ll see the words, 
“in earth as in heaven.” That phrase can be applied to all 
of the first three petitions of the prayer: 
 

• Hallowed by thy name, in earth as it is in heaven. 
• Thy Kingdom come in earth as it is in heaven. 
• Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 

 In heaven, God’s name is treated as perfectly holy. Isaiah 
6 gives us the vision of the throne room of heaven where 
God sits and rules over all of creation. And it is in that 
throne room that the angelic hosts fly around the throne 
day and night crying to one another “Holy, holy, holy, is 
the Lord God almighty!” So honored reverenced is God in 
heaven, that the seraphim won’t even look at his glory. 
They cover their faces with their wings. 
 
But that is not how God’s name is treated in the earth. 
On earth, God’s name is treated often treated either with 
contempt, or simply with a thoughtless attitude.  
 
Friend, I wonder how you treat God’s name. Do you honor 
his name? Is his name “hallowed” on your lips? Or do you 
speak his name casually? In the address of the Lord’s 
Prayer we saw that God reveals himself as “Father.” We 
who know God are to call him “Father,” and that term 
communicates a certain level of intimacy with God. There 
is a closeness in the term “Father.” But we see in this first 
petition that this Father, who we know and love by faith in 
Christ, wants his children to reverence his name. We 
aren’t called to be casual with him. Parallel with the 
intimacy that comes from being his child, there is a 
loftiness, a highness and exalted respect that is called 
for. To experience intimacy with the Father is not the 



same thing as being casual or thoughtless towards him. 
 
And we see this even in the Old Testament. When Moses 
had led the children of Israel out of their bondage in 
Egypt, he went up on Mount Sinai to receive the 10 
Commandments from the Lord. You can read all about it 
in Exodus 20. And the third command that God gave his 
people was this: 
 
You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, 
for the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name 
in vain.  
 
Though God had saved the people of Israel and had chosen 
them to be a special people unto himself, nevertheless 
they were not to speak of God in a presumptive way. 
And neither should we.  
 
Friend, you and I should never be heard saying, “Oh my 
God!” To do so is to use God’s name in careless manner. 
When God’s name comes off your tongue without a 
thought it assigns a kind of shallowness both to God’s 
name and his person. It makes light of him. 
 
Maybe you’re careful about how you use God’s name in 
your speech. Understand that there are other ways of 
treating God’s name with disrespect than speech. 
 
Throughout the Old Testament we are given examples of 
how men and women failed to give reverence for the name 
of God. One example would be that of the Tower of Babel 
found in Genesis 11. It was a time in history when all of 
the world spoke the same language and everyone began to 
say to one another let’ build a city and a tower to reach up 

into the heavens—and let’s do all of this to make our own 
name great. They weren’t building a city that God would 
be glorified, but that they might make a name for 
themselves. And what did God do? He came down and 
confused all their language and they scattered all over the 
face of the earth. 
 
Or, think of what happened to King Nebuchadnezzar in 
Daniel 4. Babylon was the strongest nation in the world. 
They were the military power of the world. And 
Nebuchadnezzar was the wealthiest man in the world. And 
as he was walking along the roof of his palace, looking out 
over all that he had accomplished he said, “Is not this 
great Babylon, which I have built by my mighty power as a 
royal residence and for the glory of my majesty?” And the 
Bible tells us that “While the words were still in the king’s 
mouth, there fell a voice from heaven, “O King 
Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: The kingdom has 
departed from you, 32 and you shall be driven from among 
men, and your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the 
field. And you shall be made to eat grass like an ox, and 
seven periods of time shall pass over you, until you know 
that the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it 
to whom he will.” 
 
Friends, both of these examples show us that you can 
dishonor God’s name by living a life that exalts your own 
name above his.  
 
Church, this passage about King Nebuchadnezzar should 
also cause us to pray that our own national leaders would 
humble themselves. Nebuchadnezzar was struck with 
madness because he raised his hand against heaven and 
claimed all the credit for the nation he had built. When 



God gives our nation success through the leadership of 
men and women we ought to thank God for those 
accomplishments and immediately pray that they would 
give the glory right back to God, and God alone. God’s 
standard isn’t just that we enact righteous policies and 
appoint good judges, and write good laws. His standard 
also demands that when we do all these things we continue 
to walk humbly before our God. 
 
These four words teach us to Reverence God’s name. We 
should be careful to use God’s name properly, and we 
ought not live lives that seek to make a name for 
ourselves.  
 
Second, these 4 words teach us to: 
 
II. REPRESENT GOD’S CHARACTER 
 
The words, “hallowed be thy name,” are a request that 
God would be seen and known as holy in the world. And, 
this petition gets answered, partially, as those who bear 
God’s name as his children represent his character to the 
rest of the world. In other words, this is a prayer for the 
holiness of the church. When we pray, “hallowed be thy 
name,” what we should be thinking is, “Father, may my 
own life bear witness to the great name that you have 
given me.”  
 
In fact, every other prayer request you make ought to have 
the hallowing of God’s name as its underlying motivation. 
There’s a reason this petition is the first! Every other 
petition has to flow through this one. Why should you ask 
for daily bread? So that you can have enough energy to 
hallow God’s name in the world today.  

 
John Piper once said this: Nothing is more clear and 
unshakeable to me than that the purpose of the universe is 
for the hallowing of God’s name. His kingdom comes for 
that. His will is done for that. Humans have bread-
sustained life for that. Sins are forgiven for that. 
Temptation is escaped for that. We are called to live lives 
that filter everything through this lens: “God, your name 
be hallowed!” 
 
How children behave is reflective of their parents. You’ve 
heard a father tell a child, “Make our family proud.” It’s 
the same idea here.  
 
In 1 Corinthians 10:31the Apostle Paul says this: So, 
whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God. In other words, however you are living your 
life you ought to live it in such a way that you make the 
family proud.  
 
Let me be clear here: you don’t earn your place in the 
family. You come into the family of God because God 
chose to be merciful to you and adopt you. And you are 
only made right with God through faith in Jesus. 
Nonetheless, you are to make your heavenly Father proud 
and you are called to represent his character to the 
watching world.  
 
William Cowper put it this way: 
 
To see the Law by Christ fulfilled,  
To hear His pardoning voice,  
Changes a slave into a child  
And duty into choice. 



 
In other words, there is nothing in the world that 
hallows God’s name quite as much as a child who loves 
to obey his heavenly Father. Nothing is more confusing 
to a rebellious world than a son or daughter who delights 
to bow down and serve the king. And nothing brings more 
shame upon the name of God, nothing profanes his name 
among the nations as a Christian who ignores God’s 
commands.  
 
Friends, tell me, what could possibly bring more honor to 
God’s name than a Christian who constantly forgives those 
who sin against them? And what could bring more 
disrepute to the name of God than a Christian who refuses 
to forgive a repentant sinner?  
 
Children, what better way could you honor your heavenly 
Father than by honoring and obeying your parents?  
 
Think of how strong God’s name looks when Christian 
citizens pray, vote, and then continue on with their lives 
regardless of the outcome of an election. And think of how 
weak God’s name looks when Christians are consumed 
with politics and are constantly given over to anxiety, fear, 
criticism, and mockery. 
 
Friends, none of us knows how bad the outbreak of 
Corona Virus will be. But just consider: throughout history 
when ever plague swept through a population it was 
always the Christians who served their neighbors, opened 
up their homes, and even risked their own well-being for 
the sake of those who didn’t know Christ, while the rest of 
the world hoarded their goods, shut their doors, and 
ignored the plight of the weak.  

 
One of the earliest accounts of Christian apologetics is 
called the Letter to Diognetus. Listen to how the writer 
describes Christians: 
 
“Christians are not distinguished from the rest of humanity 
by country, language, or custom. For nowhere do they live 
in cities of their own, nor do they speak some unusual 
dialect, nor do they practice an eccentric lifestyle.... 
 
While they live in both Greek and barbarian cities, as each 
one's lot was cast, and follow the local customs in dress 
and food and other aspects of life, at the same time they 
demonstrate the remarkable and admittedly unusual 
character of their own citizenship. They live in their own 
countries, but only as aliens; they participate in everything 
as citizens, and endure everything as foreigners. Every 
foreign country is their fatherland, and every fatherland is 
foreign.  
 
They marry like everyone else, and have children, but they 
do not expose their offspring. They share their food but 
not their wives. They are “in the flesh”, but do not live 
“according to the flesh”. They live on earth, but their 
citizenship is in heaven. They obey the established laws; 
indeed in their private lives they transcend the laws.  
 
They love everyone, and by everyone they are persecuted. 
They are unknown, yet they are condemned; they are put 
to death, yet they are brought to life. They are poor, yet 
they make many rich; they are in need of everything, yet 
they abound in everything. They are dishonored, yet they 
are glorified in their dishonor; they are slandered, yet they 
are vindicated. They are cursed, yet they bless; they are 



insulted, yet they offer respect. When they do good, they 
are punished as evildoers; when they are punished, they 
rejoice as though brought to life....Those who hate them 
are unable to give a reason for their hostility.” 
 
Church, what would make God’s name more glorious in 
this century, than Christians who trust in the goodness of 
their Father who choose to give freely and who refuse to 
give into fearful fretting- who represent the gracious, 
loving, merciful, just and righteous character of their 
Father? 
 
When you pray, “Hallowed be thy name,” you are asking 
God to make us today like those Christians back then. 
You’re asking God to let us give the same testimony they 
gave. God’s name is hallowed in the earth today as we 
who bear his name represent his character faithfully to our 
neighbors and the nations. 
 
So, these words teach us to first, to Reverence God’s 
Name, second, to Represent God’s Character, and finally, 
they teach us to: 
 
III. TELL THE WORLD OF GOD’S GOODNESS 
 
When we pray “hallowed be thy name,” who are we 
praying for?” First, we are praying for ourselves. We want 
to be people who treat God’s name as holy. And we are 
asking God for the ability to represent him well in the 
world. But I want you to see that when we pray, “hallowed 
be thy name,” we aren’t just praying for ourselves, we are 
also praying for the unreached people of the earth.  
 
When we pray, “hallowed be thy name,” we aren’t just 

asking that God’s name would be used with respect. We 
are also praying that every tribe, tongue, and nation would 
know and love and cherish the name of God. This is the 
fullest and final expression of this first petition. We want 
the nations to know that the God who made them is the 
God who will save them in Christ! 
 
As one pastor said, “God's purpose is to be hallowed: 
believed and feared and obeyed and glorified by the 
ransomed in all the people groups of the earth.” “Hallowed 
be thy name,” and “Lord, send laborers into the harvest,” 
are the same prayer. 
 
Friends, this is exactly why Jesus went to the cross. Yes, 
he went to save sinners. Yes, he went die as their 
substitute. To receive the blow of God’s justice against sin 
so that they could be pardoned and redeemed. But listen to 
the way Jesus talked about his impending death in John 
12:23. This is right after Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into 
Jerusalem, a week before he is to be tried and crucified. 
Jesus is teaching a group of people and says to them, “The 
hour has come for the Son of Man to be 
glorified…  27 “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I 
say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this 
purpose I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your 
name.” 
 
The “hour” that Jesus is speaking of is the hour of his 
death. It’s the hour that had been prepared from all 
eternity. Jesus, though sinless, would be nailed to a cross 
of wood and suffer the penalty for our sin. And he says, 
“For this purpose I have come to this hour. Father, glorify 
your name!” 
 



Do you see what Jesus is doing? He is connecting his 
death for sinners with the hallowing of God’s name. Jesus 
bore the curse of God against sin for you so that you and I 
and the nations would bless the name of God and hallow 
his name. 
 
Friend, if you are not a Christian—turn to the one who 
bled for you—and hallow his name by placing your faith 
in him. Trust that he died in your place so that you might 
be adopted as a child of God!  
 
If you have questions about what it means to be a 
Christian, come find me after the service. I’ll be at the 
back door of the church. Find our pastoral assistant, Pete. 
Or even talk to one of our members. 
 
Christian, when you pray, “Hallowed be thy name,” you 
are saying, “God, make me an evangelist.” “Father, give 
me an opportunity to spread your fame.” Church, if Lake 
Wylie Baptist would seek to pray this petition, and be 
obedient to it, then it means we must be a church which 
trains up pastors, teachers, missionaries, and disciplers. It 
won’t be enough for us to simply know Jesus as 
individuals and have our own hearts content. You ought 
not be satisfied as a Christian with a life that knows 
Jesus but does not seek to make him known. 
 
If the thought of praying like that terrifies you, there’s 
good news for you—it probably terrified the person sitting 
next to you. So, a great thing would be to talk to them after 
the service. Start meeting together, maybe even read the 
little red book on evangelism we have in the book stall 
together. Friends—don’t walk away from a service like 
this unchanged. Commit to obedience today. 

 
I pray that God would even call some of you to uproot 
your family, to be trained in a foreign language, and to 
work a job in another country to help build his church and 
reach the lost. It begins by praying, “Hallowed be thy 
name.” 
 
Hudson Taylor was born on May 21, 1832 at Barnsley 
England. His parents were devout Methodists and at the 
age of 17 he was converted through the unceasing prayers 
of his mother. Four years later, in 1853, Hudson did 
something no one had ever done. Not only did he become 
a missionary, and not only did he sail for the nation of 
China, he began engaging in overland evangelistic 
expeditions deep into the interior of the nation. He learned 
the language, and even dressed like the people he was 
trying to reach. Taylor helped establish 20 mission 
stations, brought 849 missionaries to the field, and trained 
some 700 Chinese workers. After 51 years of ministry, in 
1905 Taylor died in Hunan. He was 73 years old. There 
were 100,000 Christians in China. Today there are close to 
150,000,000. Earlier in his life, Taylor wrote these words: 
 
There are three stages to every great work of God; 
first it is impossible, then it is difficult, then it is 
done. 
 
How will God’s name be hallowed in all the earth? It 
happens when we tell the world of God’s goodness. When 
we take the gospel across the street, and across the globe. 


