
COVID – Outdoor Service #2 
RESET – Gospel Community 

 
Our sermon passage is found in Romans 12:3-8 - READ 
 
RESET – Gospel Community. 
 
God doesn’t just call you to himself as an individual… in 
Jesus Christ, he’s creating a new human community. 
 
Cat Stevens – If You Want to Sing Out 
Disney’s FROZEN – “Time to see…” 
 
Culture says – You can craft your own identity on your 
own. 
 

• You don’t need anyone else. 
• No one can impose an identity on you.  
• You have to manufacture or achieve your identity 

on your own.  
• You are first and foremost an individual. 

And then the Bible comes along and says: 
 

• To be a Christian means that you don’t just live 
unto yourself.  

• You don’t really achieve your identity. You receive 
an identity from God. 

• And that identity isn’t that you are first and 
foremost an individual— but that you are a part of 
a community, a family.  

• You’re a part of a household, a temple, a body.  

Being a Christian doesn’t mean you lose your 
identity as an individual— but you are no longer 

singing solo.  
 
In other words, we cannot become who God has 
called us to be without the church.  
 
1. WHAT IS GOSPEL COMMUNITY? 
2. HOW GOSPEL COMMUNITY WORKS 
3. THE SOURCE OF GOSPEL COMMUNITY 
 
1. WHAT IS GOSPEL COMMUNITY? (v. 4, 5) 
 
Read 4, 5 
 
Many metaphors –  
A mountain, a people, a nation, a kingdom, a family, a 
temple… Here we see “body.” Hands, feet, shoulders, legs. 
There’s one body – made up of different individuals. 
 
Eastern Religions – loss of individuality – we’re all one. 
I’m not really me. You’re not really you. 
Western Secularism – loss of community – extreme 
individualism. I don’t have any claim on you. You don’t 
have any claim on me. 
 
Gospel community is different than both of these.   
 
Individuals—but not unto ourselves. We are individuals 
made by God with different gifts. God knows our names. 
Yet, we are one body. We are unified—we do have claim 
on one another. 
 
That’s what gospel community is. It’s radically different 
people who lovingly choose to commit to living with, 
loving and serving those  



 
2. HOW GOSPEL COMMUNITY WORKS (v. 6-8) 
 
God doesn’t give everyone every strength. 
 
Think about who is here today: Compassion, hospitality, 
service, generosity, administration…  
 
Everyone has strengths—but no one has them all. 
 
Read 6-8 
 
Gospel Community work when everyone sees themselves 
as a minister – a servant using the gifts God has given 
them. 
 

• Preaching, service, exhortation, mercy 
• EVEN CHEERFULNESS – thank the Lord that 

some of you are always happy. 

Every member a minister. Every one of us, with all our 
strengths making up for one another’s weaknesses. That’s 
why God has put us together as a church.  
Patchwork quilt. 
 
Individually, these little pieces couldn’t accomplish much. 
But sewn together they were able to keep a little 
boy warm at night.  
 
Our church— individually— we can get some things 
done. Unified, knit together by the grace of Jesus— we’ll 
accomplish the mission of God in our time.  
 
How has God gifted you? How are you using it to serve 
the body of Christ? 

 
3. THE SOURCE OF GOSPEL COMMUNITY? (v. 
3) 
 
Radically different people – coming together in love and 
unity to serve the needs of others… where does that 
come from? What’s the source? 
 
Read 3 
 
Paul connects 2 ideas:  

• “For by the grace given to me…” 
• “Don’t think more highly of yourself than 

you ought.” 

He says the source of Gospel community is receiving that 
grace of not thinking you yourself more highly than you 
ought. 
 
Gospel community is broken by pride and a sense of 
superiority. Gospel community is created through 
humility.  
 
The only way you’ll ever experience gospel community is 
by humbling yourself. 
 
And you’ll only do that as you trust in and receive 
Christ—  
 
5 Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, did not count equality with 
God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, by taking the form 
of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in 
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. 


