
PSALMS  
The Nations Who Rage & the Son Who Rules 

Psalm 2 
 

ILLUSTRATION: Diocletian Coin 
• A.D. 284-305.  
• “The Name of Christians Being Extinguished.” 
• Constantine 
• Church wasn’t crushed by persecution—it thrived. 
• Tertullian – Blood of the martyrs is seed. 

 
How to endure in times of upheaval: (1) the nations who rage, 
(2) the Lord who laughs, (3) the Son who rules, and (4) the 
grace of submission. 
 
1. THE NATIONS WHO RAGE (Psalm 2:1-3) 
 

2 Why do the nations rage 
and the peoples plot in vain? 

2  The kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together, 

against the Lord and against his Anointed, saying, 
3  “Let us burst their bonds apart 
and cast away their cords from us.” 

 
Explanation 

• “Why” – begins with a question.  
• Senseless. “plot in vain” 
• Lord & his anointed. Who is this?  
• Acts 4:23-29 – persecution  
• They weren’t surprised to receive persecution. Their 

master had been persecuted, and they were walking in 
the footsteps of their master, Jesus. 

 

Application 
• Don’t be surprised when the nations rage. 
• “How could this possibly be happening?”  
• Friends—it’s proof of Genesis 3. 
• Pray for boldness 

 
2. THE LORD WHO LAUGHS (Psalm 2:4-6) 
 

4  He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
the Lord holds them in derision. 

5  Then he will speak to them in his wrath, 
and terrify them in his fury, saying, 

6  “As for me, I have set my King 
on Zion, my holy hill.” 

Explanation 
• “Sits in the heavens” – the Lord sees their plots and 

plans. 
• “Laughs, derision” consider—all of the opposition of 

the world and the devil that cause you and I to shudder 
in fear—the Lord laughs at them. 

• He is the sovereign Lord who uses the schemes of the 
enemy against him. 

o Moses 
o Christ 

Application 
• Don’t fret over current circumstances – the Lord 

isn’t fretting. 
 

3. THE SON WHO RULES (Psalm 2:7-9) 
 

7  I will tell of the decree: 
The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; 

today I have begotten you. 
8  Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 



and the ends of the earth your possession. 
9  You shall break them with a rod of iron 
and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 

 

Explanation 
• The Son is given dominion. Authority over all the 

nations. 
• What does he do with it? 
• “Nations… heritage” brings the nations to himself. 
• Discipline – rod is for correction. 
• This rod of correction is iron – heavy will “Break them” 

 
Application 

• Obedience—discipline.  
• Gerard Manly Hopkins – “Why do men then now not 

reck his rod?” 
 
4. THE GRACE OF SUBMISSION (Psalm 2:10-12) 
 

10  Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 
be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
11  Serve the Lord with fear, 

and rejoice with trembling. 
12  Kiss the Son, 

lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, 
for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 
 
Explanation 

• Final appeal: 
o Warning 
o Call to service & submission 

Application 
• Welcome to refuge. 

 


