
INTRODUCING JESUS 
Mark 1:1-15 

 
One of the most famous introductions in history comes from 
that classic masterpiece of theater—The Princess Bride. I’m sure 
you’d agree that it ranks with the top 2-3 greatest films of all 
time. One of the central characters of the film is a Spanish man 
named Inigo Montoya. 
 
Inigo is a master swordsman who has spent his life looking for the 
six fingered man who murdered his father. Time and again 
Montoya explains that when he finds the 6 fingered man, he will 
walk up to him and say, “Hello, my name is Inigo Montoya, you 
killed my father, prepare to die.” 
 
Introductions tell us a lot about someone, don’t they? They often 
tell where the person comes from, who their parents are, the 
nature of their business and career. They might even tell us about 
the persons accomplishments.  
 
Introducing Mark 
 
Today we’ll look at Mark’s introduction of Jesus. But, before we 
introduce Jesus, let me quickly introduce the author of this book, 
Mark. Even though he never names himself in the book we know 
from the earliest of Christian sources that Mark is the author.  
 
But who is Mark? Well, the very first time we bump into Mark in 
the Bible is in Acts 12. There we find that the church was 
meeting for prayer in Mark’s mother’s home. So, Mark grew up 
in a Christian home—just like some of you. 
 
He shows up again, later in Acts, as a travelling companion on 
one of Paul’s missionary journeys, but he doesn’t make it very far. 
At the second stop on the mission trip Mark turns around and 
heads home (Acts 13:7) Paul and Barnabas finish that mission trip 

and as they are preparing to set out on the next trip there’s a 
problem. Barnabas wants to bring Mark along, but Paul doesn’t.  
Paul believes Mark will be a liability. So, they split up. Now, keep 
in mind—this is the greatest missionary team in the church. This 
is Jordan and Pippen. This is Brady and Julian Edelman. Or, for 
non-sports fans—this is Chip and Joanna Gaines.  And the entire 
church watched as this powerful missionary team come to an 
end. Thankfully, that’s not the end of Mark’s story.  
 
At the very end of 2 Timothy, Paul’s very last letter in the Bible, 
Paul tells Timothy: 
 
9 Do your best to come to me soon. 10 For Demas, in love with this present 
world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to 
Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and 
bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for 
ministry. 
 
Church history tells us that in the years between Acts 13 and 2 
Timothy 4, the Apostle Peter had gone on mission to Rome and 
had been preaching there for years. Along with there with Peter, 
taking down his sermons, was a man named Mark. 
 
In the mid-late A.D. 50s Mark, under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit wrote the book that we are studying today. Mark’s gospel is 
to-the-point. It’s rapid pace. And his goal is to help you see Jesus 
as the Messiah, the Son of God. 
 
One thought on Mark, himself, before we get into today’s text:  
 
The Bible is incredibly transparent about Mark’s shortcomings. 
In fact, the Bible is transparent about the failings of every 
character on every page. Everyone but Jesus fails at some point—
and the apostles who wrote the Bible are forthcoming about their 
own sins. If you aren’t a Christian—I think you’d be incredibly 
refreshed by the Bible’s honesty.  If you don’t own a Bible, take 



the one in your pew today—we’d love you to have it and read it 
for yourself. As you have questions about the Bible, come back 
and ask us. 
 
Christian—how honest are you about your own life? You aren’t 
supposed to broadcast your deepest sins on social media—but do 
the people at the gym, or work—do they see a façade, or 
transparency?   
 
Mark’s life is a wonderful example for us—an example of how 
God can bring glory out of the messes we make. So, that’s an 
introduction to the author. Let’s now turn our attention to the 
passage in front of us. 
 
It’s Mark 1:1-15. Have your Bible open in front of you because 
we’re going to talk through these verses as Mark introduces Jesus. 
 
We’ll see that Jesus is: 
 
1. THE PROMISED MESSIAH 
2. THE PERFECT MAN 
3. THE PREACHER OF GOOD NEWS 
 
JESUS IS: 
 
1. THE PROPHESIED MESSIAH (Mark 1:1-8) 
 
Look first at verse 1-8 
 
1 The [beginning] of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  
2 As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,  
  “Behold, I send my messenger before your face,  

who will prepare your way,  
 3  the voice of one crying in the wilderness:  
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,  
make his paths straight,’ ”  

4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country 
of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by 
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 [Now John was 
clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate 
locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 
mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie. 8 I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit.”  
 
THE TESTIMONY OF THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 
Mark introduces Jesus as the long-foretold Messiah. 
That is, the one God had promised from ages past to send as an 
anointed deliverer for his people. 
 
But notice what the beginning of the gospel is… it’s the 
ministry of John the Baptizer. Mark links the beginning of 
the gospel with this preacher, dressed up like one of the ancient 
prophets declaring that the Messiah is coming. He quotes 2 
separate Old Testament passages; Malachi 3:1  
 
3 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. 
 
and Isaiah 40:3 
 
3 A voice cries:  
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;  
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.  
4 Every valley shall be lifted up,  
and every mountain and hill be made low;  
the uneven ground shall become level,  
and the rough places a plain.  
5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,  
and all flesh shall see it together,  
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”  



 
Why does Mark quote those prophets? He’s showing us 
that even though John the Baptist and Jesus may seem to appear 
out of nowhere in his gospel, both John and Jesus have come as a 
part of God’s eternal and sovereign plan. 
 
He’s saying, the visions and expectations of the prophets are 
realized in the coming of Jesus. John the Baptist was the link 
between the Old Testament prophets and Christ. 
 
THE TESTIMONY OF JOHN 
 
When John the Baptist came on the scene of the Jordanian 
wilderness—which by the way—the wilderness in the Bible 
means the desert, not the jungle. It was the first time, since 
Malachi, 400 years earlier that a prophet had spoken for God.  
 
But now, a prophet named John has begun preaching in the 
desert. He’s wearing camel hair like Elijah did. He’s so austere 
that he won’t even eat normal food. He’s preaching a strong 
message. And surprisingly, Mark tells us that all of Judea—that’s 
about 65,000 people in the southern part of Israel are coming out 
into the desert to see John. But they aren’t coming because he’s a 
wild man. They aren’t coming to see the spectacle of someone 
eating bugs. They are coming in droves because John was 
preaching powerfully. 
 
John preached on sin. He was preaching that the people had 
departed from God’s law. They had rejected God’s love. This 
wasn’t soft and tender preaching. 
 
John also preached on forgiveness. He told the people that 
even though they had sinned, God was willing to forgive their sin. 
God would provide a way for their guilt to not be held against 
them. 
 

John also preached repentance—literally, changing your 
mind about sin. Turning around from sin towards faith in God. 
 
And finally, John preached about baptism. Those who 
came out to hear his message, those who were eager and 
expecting the promised Messiah were called to be immersed in 
water as a preparation for the one who would soon baptize them 
with the Holy Spirit.  
 
What’s most unusual about John’s ministry was that 
Jews were receiving baptism. Something that was typically 
reserved for Gentiles who wanted to join the Jewish religion. In 
other words, John’s preaching and baptism declared that both 
Jew and Gentile alike were in need of cleansing. And, this 
massive spiritual renewal, that saw 10’s of thousands going into 
the desert was God’s preparation for someone greater—Jesus, the 
Messiah. John says his outward, physical washing of baptism 
would soon be eclipsed by an inner, spiritual cleansing of God’s 
Spirit.  
 
In other words, as one commentator put it: It will take more 
than the splash of the muddy Jordan river on their 
bodies to create in them a new heart and a new spirit.  
 
Every once in a while, I’ll ask my kids to go clean their rooms. I’ll 
give them half an hour and then come in for an inspection. And 
you know, the room looks alright. I can see the floor. They’ve 
cleared the bed. Everything looks in order. 
 
But take a peek under the bed. Open a closet door. And you 
realize that the room actually isn’t all that clean. There are 
hidden messes all around. 
 
Friends, on the outside our lives might look clean and polished. 
And if the only people we had to convince were our coworkers or 
neighbors we could get by on our own. But you and I will have to 



stand before the one who can peek under the bed of our heart, 
and into the closet of our mind. Not only does he know what we 
have done… he even knows why we did it. 
 
So, an exterior washing won’t do us any good. We need a new 
heart and a new spirit. We need to be cleansed, not just on the 
outside, but on the inside too. The Bible calls this the new birth 
or being born again. 
 
Being born again isn’t the same as getting a second chance to try 
harder next time. No, being born again is getting an entirely new 
life. It’s receiving the very life of Christ. 
 
That’s what makes Jesus greater than John. When we place our 
faith in Jesus, he immerses and cleanses us in the Spirit. Jesus, by 
his death, cleanses all who come to him by faith. All who trust in 
his righteous life and sacrificial death – all who turn to Christ 
from their sin—they are cleansed, pardoned, forgiven. 
 
Have you trusted in Christ for the forgiveness of your sins? Trust 
him today. Trust him even now.  
 
While we’re on the subject… why do we baptize people in water? 
We do it, first, because Jesus told us to, but more importantly, 
baptism is how a Christian goes public with their faith. It’s how 
we visibly identify with Jesus and his church. 
 
And we only baptize those who have publicly confessed Christ. 
Why don’t we baptize infants? Two reasons, at least, from this 
passage. 
 
First, John’s baptism was a baptism of confession and 
repentance. Those who came to receive this baptism would 
have done so acknowledging their own sin and need of cleansing. 
 

Second, baptism isn’t a private ceremony. It certainly 
concerns the personal faith of the one who is receiving baptism, 
but baptism actually belongs to the local church. Baptism is a 
public declaration, not just of one’s mere belief in Jesus, but of 
one’s whole-hearted intention to be identified in this world as a 
lifelong follower of Jesus. And Jesus has given the local church the 
responsibility and authority to oversee the discipleship of 
Christians. 
 
And this means that before we can baptize anyone as a church, 2 
things need to happen: 
 
First, we need to hear their confession of faith. Have 
they believed in the true gospel—that we are save by grace 
through faith in Christ, apart from works. 
 
Second, along with their profession of faith, we need to 
see them live out their profession of faith. Are they 
walking with Christ as a disciple? Are they obeying Christ’s 
commands? Remember what Jesus taught us in the Great 
Commission: baptizing them and teaching them to obey all that I 
have commanded you. 
 
Friend, if you’ve placed your faith in Christ, but have never 
publicly acknowledged him as your Savior and Lord—Jesus 
commands you to be baptized. Embrace him publicly as your 
Lord. Follow him in obedience. If you want to know more, just 
ask me after the service. 
 
So, the ministry and baptism of John tell us who Jesus is—he’s 
the promised Messiah who will cleanse his people. But notice 
also, that Jesus is… 
 
2. THE PERFECT MAN 
 
He Identifies with Us in Baptism 



 
In verse 9-13 Mark rapidly tells us of both Jesus’ baptism and his 
temptation at the hands of Satan in the desert. Verse 9 begins… 
 
9 [In those days Jesus] came from Nazareth of Galilee 
 
There’s no mention of Jesus birth. Nothing about a star. No 
shepherds or wise men. Mark simply tells us that that a man 
named Jesus came out of Nazareth. 
 
Now, you and I don’t see the irony of Mark’s gospel here 
because you and I aren’t from Israel. Mark has told us that 
someone greater than John is coming… and says that Jesus came 
out of Nazareth, which was a backwoods town in Israel. Jesus 
doesn’t come out of the city of kings, Bethlehem. He doesn’t 
come from the center of Jewish life and faith, Jerusalem. 
 
And then, to increase the irony, when Jesus comes from 
the backwoods town, this one who is greater than John 
actually receives John’s baptism. Matthew tells us in his 
gospel that John was so stunned by this turn of events that he 
even tells Jesus, “I can’t baptize you, you must baptize me.” 
 
What’s going on here? If Jesus is superior to John, why does he 
come from Nazareth? And why would he receive John’s baptism? 
And, if you know anything about Jesus, you’re also asking 
yourself, “If John’s baptism was one of repentance, and Jesus is 
sinless… why is he getting baptized?” 
 
Look at all the paradox. What’s going on? Friend, it’s the 
humiliation of the Son of God. Jesus, the Son who is co-equal 
with God the Father, the one who is infinitely high is becoming 
infinitely low. So low, that he’s not just becoming a man—he’s 
even identifying himself with sinners. Mark is showing us 
that Jesus is the perfect man. He stoops down and identifies 
with us in his baptism.  

 
Mark tells us that when Jesus came up out of the water the 
heavens are torn open. It reminds us of the cry of Isaiah 64:1 “O 
that you would rend the heavens and come down…”  
 
Then, the Spirit of God descends upon Jesus. Notice that 
the Spirit descends like a dove—or in a dove-like way. The Spirit 
did not take the physical form of a bird. The Spirit hovered down 
like a dove. This calls our minds back to Genesis chapter 1 when 
God’s Spirit hovered over the waters.  
 
As the Spirit hovering over the primeval waters signaled 
the creation of the world, now the Spirit of God hovering over 
the waters of Jesus baptism signals the beginning of the new 
creation. Jesus, the one who made all things, is now being 
anointed by the Spirit to make all things new. 
 
Friends—I don’t know if you realize this, but the new creation 
began 2,000 years ago when the Son of God began remaking 
hearts through his death and resurrection. 
 
He Surpasses Us in Obedience 
 
Now, notice what happens next: having received power from 
heaven, and having heard the approval of the Father, the Spirit 
immediately drives him into the wilderness—the desert. 
 
David Garland says, notice that the Spirit’s descent upon Jesus 
does not induce a state of inner tranquility. It drives him deeper 
into the desolate desert and into the clutches of Satan for 40 days. 
 
Friends, sometimes the way you know that you are 
following the Spirit of God is not that you are running 
out of difficulty, but into it. 
 



So, the Spirit leads Jesus into the desert. Mark doesn’t tell us 
about the specific temptations—Matthew’s gospel does. All we 
know from Mark’s account is that Jesus goes out to the wilderness 
to be tempted, and when he returns, he’s preaching, “Repent for 
the kingdom is at hand.” 
 
In other words, Jesus has faced down temptation and 
passed the test. Why is that significant? Friend, it shows us 
that Jesus is the only perfect human being in the Bible. 
 
Adam, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, David… the list goes on. 
As great as they were, they were all great sinners. And Jesus 
stands in stark contrast to them.  
 
Friends, just consider our modern day leaders, especially our 
political leaders. Not one of them is perfect. They all fall short of 
the glory of God. And I want to be clear, you need not wait for 
the perfect candidate to cast a vote, otherwise you’ll be waiting a 
long time. I’m also not saying whether you should or shouldn’t 
vote for any individual candidate. 
 
The one thing I am saying is this: because no one but Jesus 
is perfect, no one but Jesus deserves your heart, your 
affections, and your soul. 
 
Friends the most consequential political race in our nation is not 
who will have the Oval Office—it’s who will have our hearts. 
 
Mark is showing us that Jesus is the perfect man. He’s 
utterly humble, yet he’s enormously powerful. 
 
He’s infinitely humble—he identifies with sinners in 
baptism—something we constantly avoid. And he’s infinitely 
powerful—he passes the test of temptation that we all fail. 
 

In his baptism, Mark is saying—he’s like us—he’s one of us. He’s 
truly man. Then he turns around and overcomes every 
temptation thrown at him and Mark says, “See, he’s nothing like 
us. Look at how immovable and impeccable he is! He’s the 
perfect man.” 
 
Friends, some of you have asked, “How can I know there’s a 
God? Give me a perfect argument!” But God hasn’t given us a 
perfect argument—he’s given us a perfect person. Jesus Christ. 
 
Who is Jesus? Mark says he’s the perfect man.  
 
Finally, Jesus is… 
 
3. THE PREACHER OF GOOD NEWS 
 
The Arrival of God’s Kingdom 
 
In verse 15, Mark summarizes all of Jesus’ preaching in one line: 
 
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe 
in the gospel.” 
 
Centuries before Jesus the prophets of Israel foretold of a day 
when God’s rule and his reign—his kingdom would break into 
this world. God’s Messiah king would bring order, peace, 
harmony, and he would judge sin. And Jesus is saying that 
the dawning of those hopes and expectations began in 
his earthly ministry. 
 
Now, some of you might say, “How is it that God’s kingdom 
began with Christ’s first coming? I mean, for the past two 
thousand years hasn’t the church been praying the words, ‘Thy 
kingdom come? How can you say that the kingdom has already 
come?” And the answer is this: just as Jesus’ 
Messiahship is in two stages (suffering 



servant/conquering king) God’s kingdom comes in two 
stages. 
 
Think of the kingdom in terms of inauguration and 
consummation, initiation and culmination. 
 
In its inauguration the kingdom is spiritual—God rules and 
reigns in the hearts of his people in the church. In its 
consummation—still future, Jesus Christ himself will rule and 
reign visibly on the earth. 
 
In the initiation of the kingdom, Jesus came to suffer and die for 
his enemies. In its culmination, Jesus will come to break the 
nations with a rod of iron. 
 
Over and over again, the New Testament speaks of “this age and 
the next.” What are those two ages? Well, this age is the age of 
the kingdom invisible. It’s the age of the church militant—
fighting against sin and darkness. The age to come is the age of 
the church triumphant, ruling and reigning with Christ on the 
earth. 
 
In this age we spread the gospel through tribulation. In the age to 
come, the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of 
the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
 
In this age we are saying, with the people of Isaiah 2:  

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 

and that we may walk in his paths.” 
 
In the age to come we are saying with John in Revelation 21: 
 
2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of  gfjnnnnj 
jnheaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God 
is with man. 
 
So, when Jesus says that the kingdom is at hand, he’s saying, 
“I’ve come to inaugurate the kingdom in my death.” 
 
Now listen—this makes Jesus different than every other king in 
history. Unlike the ancient kings, Jesus kingdom is not built on 
the death of his enemies, but by laying down his life for them.  
 
As Ed Clowney said, in his first appearing, Jesus didn’t come 
bearing the sword of eternal judgement… he first came to receive 
the sword of eternal judgement. 
 
Notice that Mark says that Jesus was proclaiming the gospel. 
Literally, he was preaching the good news. Gospel was a 
common word in the first century that was used whenever a new 
king was born, or a general won a decisive battle. They would 
send someone called an evangelist to all the cities to herald the 
good news, the gospel. 
 
And here is the good news of God’s gospel: 
 
The Call to Repent & Believe 
 
The doors of the Father’s kingdom are open to you in the 
wounds of Son, Christ Jesus. Though you and I have rebelled 
against the king and all of his commands. Though we have 
rejected his love—and though we deserve to be cast out of the 
kingdom, yet the door remains open, and sinners are invited to 
come inside. 
 
That’s why Jesus entire message was “repent and believe.” 
Repent means to turn away from your sin. Believe means that 
you turn to Jesus Christ—believing that he lived the righteous life 



you should have lived and paid the penalty for your sin in his 
death on the cross and rose victorious over death. 
 
It means that your life begins to sing the song: 
 
Crown Him the Son of God, 
Before the worlds began, 
And ye who tread where He hath trod, 
Crown Him the Son of Man; 
Who every grief has known 
That wrings the human breast, 
And takes and bears them for His own, 
That all in Him may rest. 
 
He’s the Promised Messiah, the Perfect Man, the Preacher of 
Good News. Let us Pray. 


